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Courteors Reader. 


Have written to thee now abour the Byrren F:2-tree, 
or how it will fare with the Sruitlejs Profeſſor that 
ſtinder's in the Vingzard of God. 
Of what Complex1on thou art, I cannot cerrainis- di- 
{vi 1e ; burrie Pai zble tells rnee. that rhe C umber-ground 
mutt be cut dow 
A Cumber-gr? und rrofeilor, * nor only a Pr2voc © 
8 to God, a ſtumbling Block ro the World, and a Sleuuth 
[to Religion; "but 4 SNArc to his own 52, alto. Taough 
F his Excellency mounc up to the Heavens, and His iZezd 
; 45 ach unt9 che CO ; yer he ſhall periſh for ever, 


: 
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EL l1ke his own Dung; 1ey thar have fern him ſhall i fay, 
|; <p How 1s he : > 7hb 20. 6. 


8 Nov they count it Pleature to Riotin tne day-rime, 
F.2 Pet. 2.13, 14. but What WLl tney do when the 4x 
is ferch'd our ! | 

The Tree whoſe Fruit withereth, 15 reckon'd a Tree 
witnour Fruit, a Tree twice dead, one that mult be 
ptuck'd up by the Roots, Zude 12. 

O thou Cumber-ground / God expetts Fruit, God 
will come ſceking Fruit ſhort!y., | 

Ny Exhorration therefore is to Pr. fetors, that they 
look to ir, that they rake heed. 
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# Luke XII. 6, 7, g, 9. 

"Fe Certain Man had a Fi 'g-tree piant fed in 
his Vinegard, and he came and ſough? 
£08 thereon, and found none. Ther 
ſaid he to the Dreſſer of his Vine/ard, 
PBehol] A, tweſe three Tears 1 come feektne 
Fruit on this Fio-tr ree, and ic! none © 
cnt it down, why cndeperh it the * 
cround ?e And he anſwerins, ſaid, Lord, © 
let it alone this Year alſo, until T ſhall 
ig about it, and dung it: and if it 
bear Fruit, well : and if not, ther fter 
thai thou ſhalt cit it down. 


T the beginning of this Chapter we 
read. how ſome of the Fews came to 
FXeſrrs Criſto tell him of the Cru-- 

1 Pontrrs Prlate, in mingling the Blood 


fa Oat eas With their Sacrifices, An 
A 4 Hea- 
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Heathenith and prodigious Act : For therein F 


he ſhewed, not only his Malice aga/nft the B 


Tewith Nation, bur alfo againſt rheir Wor- 


ſhip, and conſequently their God. An Acti- | 


ON, | fiy, pet only Heatheniſh, but prodigy q 


ous allo; ior the Lord Feſus | araphrofing 
upon this Fact of his, teach: R. the 7ews., 
that without Reperntarce 1hey ſhould all Like- 


w/c perth. Likew T3, /e, that FS: by the H 2nd " 


and n.age of the Reman Empire Neither 

Ihuuld tey be more LITE to avoid the 

: : 5 cg were-thole erghteen upon who 
of 


V1.'c2 Prophecy, tor their hardneſs oe Heart, 


and Impenitcney, was in the days of "[71zs 


$01 ot Þeſpeir 27, _ SHO forty Years after 
the IUoath of Cirift, Then, I fay, were theic 


© TER 7 gp” . , — = g J . 1 ; 
Sf CS, Ul 1! NENT City, )oth enViIrcnec round 1 


'f Siloam {ell, and flew them, * 
Luk: rY 42, 43) 44. The fulfilling of $ 


on every lide, wherein both they ard it, 7 
ty amazement, were miſerably o\erthrovin, & 
God gave them IN and Famine, Pe- 
ii L1ence and Þic by, - their Outrage a- ;} 
Eainſt the Son of his Love: So Wrath 
» 

came On the 10 - wriertolt I Thcaki: 5 
Te I6. I 
NOW, to Pr ent their old and fooliſh Su. & 


70. Which t CY 11 aysS had 1n re 21dinciS8 
apaindi fuch Pre phecxes and D=nanciations 
<F> oN 


oy s 
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4 The Batre! Fig free. g 
yi "= o: Judgment, the Lord Jeſus prefents km 
# with this Parable, in which he Emparical- 
| 'N! ſhews them, thar their cry of buing the 
'# Temple of the Lord, and of their being the 
Job Idren of brah 2m, $C. and meir be- 
* ing the Church of God, would not ſtand 
"them in any itead. AS who {hould ſay, Ir 
*:may be you rhink to help your Jelves againlt 
this my Prophecy, of your utter and una- 
4x0) idable Ov crthrow; by the Intereſt which 
 Ryou have in "_ outward Priviledges : Bur 
Yet theſe twill | far you For whar think you ? 
*$ 41 certarr OM, pad a Fig-tree planted 171 
| FW; Vineyard, and bc came and ſought tr ut 
IPCFEOR, and 04 Ho HOME. This l> VOUT 
| KCake, The Fewnſh 1 and 1s G's Vineyard, 
11 know it; and I] know alſo, that your are 
| ge Frg-tices, But behold, there wanteth 
*the main FOng , W1ich i Erait {ur rhe 
Mak CE, and in expectation of which, he ſet 
et 7 incyard with 1 ces. Now iccing the 
#111 is not found amongh you; the Fruit, 
7 for the {ſake of which, he did at fir 
ant this Y3 INEVYard ; what 12mains, but 
W11.1t in juſtice he roman t5 Cut you 
WLOWn, 5 Theje that camber the Ground, 
Wit be may plant himfclf ancther \ ine- 
ard ? 5 ben ſaid le tothe Drefſer of his 
encyard, Behold, theſe thice Tears 1 come 
A5 fect ng 
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|. 10 *he <arren Fig: tree. 


| ſecking F111 On this Eig-tree, and find none; 
cut 1i down. Why « cumbercth it the Ground : 2 
This therefore muſt be your Enc, altho' you | 
are planted in the Garden of ( 104; for the | 
barrennekS and unfruittulnels of VOur Hearts i 
and Lives, you muſt be cut oft, yea, rooted {| 


up, and caſt out of the V incyard, h 
In P 4 il} 2b] FES t] tEFe ATE: Two ihings IO be. 4 
taken nctice of, and to be enquired | into of 
them that read. x 
Ft, The Metaphors made uſe of: 7 
Secondly, T he © Tc \Ctrine, OL Hy, [Feries q 
couched under Tuch Aletap! _ F 
i he Metaphors in this Parable, are, (1.) 


Ac 4 F2IH MM -h $- ">: ) A Y} 17G eVArcd. E= ) i 
> q ig5 MES Dar EN Or truitleſs, (4-), A ' 


Profier. 75. ) Three Years. (6. } Dig 

L 4 oY oak = \ J- J ICH a, 1? LOS ( Le / ad 5” 0 
an 1K CG v4 % 
| 4 p) CL F; {4 L z Þ73F Ez, in FR 5 "3 » , 


Thi | Dottrine or My ftery, couched unde 
as >; ft 


LIGIG WW OLUS, iS to ſhow US, What 3s 1ike 
F \ 44 / E 3 4* 7 Ry mY / \ . { "> , I ) 
19 OLCO;He Of @ J; uillefs OH JO 9:al I ' ofe pjC Or 


/ v ME 


POT, 
» 4 nol . 3 w 4 
P; FP = Co A e477 % I 3H 5  & CL ke 1 G 
. By the Han 1n the Pa; -UKE 
. o -"% y , ©Y pM 
. , > <a", "dy, 4. / w:' 1/4 of p [oy 4 
{4) 35 meant, Led 7 £27167 
* ®, of 4 \J > Fl Co 7 17 7 is | {| # © wh : [ 
< S 14 AILS bg 11, it / £4 LIU1GD 0 7.) A} yp) 
” # ” 
Fa; FR "4 
1 4 C i > 
. | 


o 4 [- 2 ['Y , »{l, ad 
£ 7 6. ; , 
de 3 b. 3 'Y | I, et — Aw FI =o IL =: (- Pg 4 / Wy eſo 1s 3 
p Y 
5, By 


— <2, - 


The Barren Fig-tree. 17 

5. By the Fzg-rree's barrennels, tbe Pro- 
as $ Fruitheſnefs. 

6. By the zhree Years, the Patzence of 
| God 7h: © for a time be extendeth to barren 
4 Profeſſors. | | 

-, This calling to the Dreſiz* of the 
Vineyard zo cut 7 down, 1s to ſhew zhe 
| Ocr tes of Fullice againſt fruitleſs Profeſ 
| Y for: 

8. The Dreſſers interceaing, isto lhew, 
f NOTE te Lord 5 Jus fieps _ and takes hold 
Sf the Head of bis Father's Ax, to itop, 


2 A ug ern ee 
MN ed 9 0 7 6 
", | as 
* Is F 362% 


Ps 1 

$ or at lcaſt to defer, preient Ee ti on a. 

t Darren F 2- TFEEe 

E The Drejjer's de 

q e Fig- 11ce hal. 15 NEW you, How 

$ pe g be is that ever @ Larter Fig-tree 

D0ld yet ” barren. 4 nd pes "17}. 

j Io, His « d1g9Ng < ab out it, and LUNngINg 

go it, is to fhew Þis 2/77 neneſs 10 4 we ly Go- 

F Wu bo helps 16 bh perren Frofejjor, ut haply 

WC INUY be fruitful, 

8, 11: Fhe Suppolition £1121 the Ep TYEs 
ay yet continue iruitleis, is to ſhew, that. 

4 oy n Chrilt Jelus hath doe all, here 
fa Ct, C i 77 Of ( 'l; ors will 2b;de < uf FE/7 Hes 

7 eabtleſ 

12. 1 2g DEE LRAto HpOoR Unis BuP- 


S ; REL — ” ” CR a. 
GLtioR, at laſt to Cut It GOWN, 75 8 Cer” 


wie oO try to m2 Ke 


nd 
_ C 
I 


# The Larren F [g-tree. 
rain prediition of juch ” ofejjors unavorda- 
ble and eternal Damnation. 

Bur to take this Pirahle Into Pieces, and 
to diſcourſe mor. particularly, y, tho with all 
breviiy, upon all ine parts the 2reot. 


A certain Mon bad a Eig-iree planted in 
{75 V17Y, 14. 

-1-told YOU), 1s to preſent LO 

the iF arher, by which S1MUTHGE 

*<F + our; 1n the Ne EY 1cft jI Wane 

' then, Thar ir is no new thing, 

b i 'n God's Church barren Fig-trees. 

"IO So TS; EVen as here you Ice 1s a 

a fro ItleS-1 tee, 4 Inunt fs Hig tree 1N 
-vard. Fruit is not /o £2417y brought 
152 Profeifon 1s got 7rto; tis calie 
Man to cloth himfeltf with a fair ihew 
ith, to word it, and ſay, Pe thou 
meland 1 hiucd with the belt. 'Tis n0 
NS to £0 theſe with other things: 
ns framtf.cl, to bring lon fruit 7g 

L115 dot NUT EVELE 41 Iree ; no, NOL 
yi. F:y-7ree, that frands 1n the | \ ingyard 
Grd Tnole /Grds allo, 7obn 15. 2. 
brunch in Me ibat bearetÞ not Frutt, 

3,1 alert the ſame thing, 

ACHES in Chriſt, in Chriſt s 

Body 


Pn. 


The Barren Fig-tree. 13" 
Body rayftical, (which is his Church, his | 
Vineyard) that bear not Fruit, wheretore 

the Hand of God, is to take them away. FT 

looked for Grapes, and it brought forth wild 

Grapes, Ifa. 5. 4. that is, no Fruit at all | 
that was acceptable with God. Again, | 
Hoſe 10. 1. Itacl zs an empty Vine, he bring- 
eth forib frat wnto 1mſelf, none to God ; 
he 1s without Fruit to God. All theſe, with 
many more, 1hew vs the truth of the Obier- 
vation, and thar God's Church may be cum- 
bered with jruitleis Fig-tree>, with barren 
Protellors, 


Had a | Fig-tree.} 


Although there be in God's Church rhar 
S be barren and fruitleſs , . yet, as faid, zo 
s /cc 70, they are like the reſt of the Trees, 
even a Fiz-7ree- "Twas not an Oak, nor a 
H7/low, nor a Thorn, nor a Hrambie, but 
a Fzg-tree, Ezes. 33.31. They come before 
ince as the People cometh. Ita. 58.2, 2, 
4. AJbey delight to know my ways, as a 
Autton that did Righteouſnef's. and forſook 
n9t the Ordinances of thetr God : they azh 
of me the Ordinances of Fultice. they take, 
delight in approaching 16 God, and yet but 
barren, fruitleſs, and unprofitable Profel- 
irs. 7axdas allo was one ci the zwelve, a 
D: fuiple, 


gr nh 


' c The Barren Fig-tree. 
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1U2fſcrple, an Afaſile, a Preacher, an Officer, 
yea, and {ch an one as none of the Eleven 
miſtruzted, but preferred before themſelves, I. 
each one crying out, 1s zz I 2 Ts 72 Ie Mark 
| aa I9. None OT trhern. as we read of, ( 7obz 
- 6.70.) miſcruſting 7:42, yet he in Chriſt's 
Eve was the barre? 1 2-ymbs. 2 Dev Il; 4 
fruitleſs Profefior. The toolith Virgins at- 
 1o went forth © i the World with tne LET, 
|. had ; wx and Light, and were awake: 
ed with the cther ; yea, had boldnets to £ 276 
”, 2arth, when —"vagh mic dnight Cry was ind 
| with the otiicr; and rhought that they 
could have looked Chriſt in the E ace, When 
| he fat upon the Throne of Judgment. with 
he other : and yer but fooliſh, but barren 
1g-trces, bur fruitleſs Profeſſors : Hat. 7. 
225 23s Many, {1ith Ch FIR, // G eV HTO 
"me 171 t2at day, this and that, and Will at- 
ſo talk of many wondertul Works: Yet 
behold, he finds nothing in them. l 
the Fruits of Uniizhteouſnelſs: They wire. 
altogetk<r barren an: truitlefs Protcfiors. 


Had a Fig-tree | planted. 

'x This word {plaricd]} doth allo Teaciz | 

| for: It {uppcicth one taken our of 1ts natu- 

ral Soil, or removed trom the place it grew | 
12 once; ons that ieemed to be called, 
awakened ; 
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The Barren Fig-*ree. 
awakened; and not only ſo, bur by ftrong 
hand carried from the WW " / to the Church ; 
{rom Nature, to Grace ; 170m Sn, to Godli- 
nefs. -FAL 80. 8. Thou broughtelt a Vine 
out of Egypt ; thou didſt calt out the Hea- 
W 7en.,o7d p lant it. Of ſome of the Branches 
E of this Vine, were there unfruittul Prote- 
1015. 
 [tmufſt be concluded therefore, T hat this 
Profeſſor (that remaineth notwithſtanding 
g fruitleſs ) is, as to the View and Judgment 
8 of the Church, rightly brought in thither ; 
8 to wit, by Confeffion of Fa ith, of Sin, and a 
Shew of KRepentance and REgene: atIon, (thus 
| falſe Brethren creep in unawares.) All theſe 
3 things this word Planted intimateth ; yea, 
g iurther, that the Church is ſatis fied with 
s then, conſents they ſhould abide in the 
0! Garden, and counteth them Tound as the 
Ss rc. _— forc God, in the fight of God. 
s thcy arc craceleſs Proteflors, Ftarren and 
W j7} ls /s Frg-trees. 
| Therefore it is one thing to be IN ths 
C Parch, or in 4 Protettion : "and another to 
2 OF 7he Chur cf, art to belong to that 
Kingdors, that is prepared for the Saint, 
g tit is fo indeed. Otkerwiſe,berng planied, 
| Shall it projper, ſhall it not utterly wither, 
when the Eaſt-orind toucheth it ? It ſhall wi- 
they 


P 


hd 


* ther inthe Eumrrows where It grew, FZEK. 17. 
IO, 


Had g F: 9-77 EE plant md 11 \ [ 11S] IV; Z 1 EY as -d. 


In [P57 Ry Hypocrices, With rot- 
{ ten Heats, arc not afraid to come before 
God 1n 8:0 Theſe Words therefor: ſuggeſt 
UNtO us, 1 prodigious. Kind ct Boldnels and 
hardned Fearlcfnefs: For whar Prefumpricn 
higher, and wit Artemnt more deſperate, 
than for a ian that wanteth Grace, and the 
true Knowledge of God, to crowd himſelf 
(in that Condition) into the Houſe, or 
Church of God : or to MAKE profeltion of, 
and defirethat the Name of Gcd ſhould be 
q called UPOn by him ? 
For the Man that mak 
the Religion of Jeſus Chrit, th = Man hath, 
as it were, put 119e Name of God ufo? # briw- : 
Jeif, and 1s called and a now, (how |} 
fruitleſs ſoever before God or Men.) the |} 
' Man thathath tc do with God, the Man 
that God owneth, and will ſtand jor. This 
Man, I fay, by his ohio 1i6n laggeſteth this 
to all that kno! him, to be {uch a Proteflor. 
I Men meetiy natural, 3 mean, Men that have 
not got the acui77/h Art r of Hy POCTLY, aze 
atraid to think Gi doing thus, And of the 
reſt durſt no {a7 join bimpelf t6 them, > 
Te 


&th a Profcihon of | 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 17 
the People mag: fied them, Aots 5.13. And 
indeed it difpleaſed 0d ; They bave brought, 
ſtitch he, #127 17ercamaſed into my Santu- 
ary. And 2gain, (T/arah 13.12.) When you 
come to appear before me, tho hath required 
| :/s at your bad, to tread my Courts © faith 

God. ſhe, have therefore learn'd this Bold- 
8 n<1s of none in the viſible V Vorld, they only. 
F took-it of the Devil; tor he, and he only 
E (with theſe his Diſtiples,) attempr to preſent 
themſuives in the Church before God. 1hs 
Tares are the Children of the wicked Oxe ; the 
| Tores,that is, the Hypocrites that arc Satan's 
| brood, the Generation of Vipers, that cannot 
| £icape the Damaartion of Ficl, 


CHad] eo Fig-rree planted in bis Vineyard. 


& Hedoth not ſav, He planted a Frg-tree, 
E but there was a Frg-rree there: he bad, Gr 
& /-::d, 9 Fig tree planted in his Vineyard. 
Ss Ine great God will zor acknowledge the 
barren Fig-iree, or barren Prefeſſor, to be 
| ;7s VVorkmanihip, or a Tree of bzs bringing 
11; only the Texr faith, He had one there. 
This is much like that in Maithew, Chap. 
g 15.13. Every Plant which my heaventy Fa- 
Ser bath not planted ſhall be rooted up. Here 
again are Plants in his Vineyard. which _ | 
WI 


The Batren Fig tree. 
will not acknowledge to be of his planting : 
And ne %ems to ſuggeſt, that in his Vine- 
yard are many ſuch; -—- Every P/azzt, or all 
-_ thoſe Plants und Profeflors thit are got into | 
| the Aſſembly ofthe Saints, or into the Pro- | 
teffion of their Religion, without God and |} 
his Grace, [h zi be rooted uf. 

And Wy en the Korg came in to fee the | 
Gueſts, he ſaw there a Man that had rot ON a 
a Wedding: garment ,, and be foid unto Pim, 

Friend, how cameſt tho in hither. not Pauing 
on aVWedding-gaiment © Matth. 22. 11, 12. 
Here is one ſo cuaning and crafty, that he 
beguiled all the Gueſts; he got a 24 kept in 
tne Church. even until os. ring himfett 
came in tofee the Guefts, Bat his Subti ty 
got him _oting, - ir Qid not blind the Eyes 
of the King t 41d not per Ceri the Fudg Ment 
of the WEE apa, Friend, how came(t tho 
in hither ? did overtake him at laſt, even a 
mr Reiwoiion; the King diicov ercd him 
in the face of all there preſent. How cameſi 
thou in Þiih'r © ty Father did not DE thee 
hither, 1 did not bid thee hither, my Spi- 
rit did not brins EF thee hither, thou _ Ot OS 

the Heavenly t ather S planting, 

John 10. 1. He ih cometh not im by the 
Door, but climbect!) 7; p fome other Way, the 
: famezs a Thief and 2 Robber. This Text = 
9 


{ is full, 3nd plain to our Purpoſe; fof this 
Man came not 1n by the Doop. yet go into 
the Chxrch;, he got in by. climbirs; he 
F broxc in at the Win ndows, he got ſomething 


Jot the Light and Glory or the 'Goſpe! of our 


JLord Fo {Jigs Chrift in his Head: and 16 
; (h 1dy Wretch that he was) he preſumed 


$0 croud himſelf among rhe Children. Bur. 


how is this reſented 2 What fairh the King 
qot him 2 Why. this is his Sign, 1h: e ſame Fo 
fo Thief and a R hber. 
' ſuch be owned as the planting of God. that 


get into his Church, oz a Profeftion of his 
AN ame. 


edongF Frg-trec, had one with at 2 
OI 

Wedding-garinent; du T Net vr ns 

Garden. at his Wedding,in t's Hoi ih 


chmbed up ſome other way. There 52 22479 
Pv2vs to ger into the Civ rel of God, aad 
Wi rotetiion of his Name, befide and without 
mi aig by ths Door. 

. There is the W ay of t 1, WE and Dy /{- 
01178, and at this Gap the G1henntes got 
, Foſh. G, 3, 4 4, ET 

There is lometimes Falſzneſs amongſt 
ome ve Paſtors, either tor my {ke OF Carn val 
\C1AtLons, Or REI: on hzs Hole Tobiah 
ne Enemy of God go i Neh. 13. 45 
4 6. 


Ty 
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See ye here a! ifo, if 
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The Lartten Fig-tree. 

3. There is ſometimes Neg/rgence, and 
roo much Uncircumſpcftneſs in the whole 
Church; thus the Uncircumciſed got in; 
Ezek. 4.4. 7 {1 Se 

4. Sometimes again, let the Church bel 
oe fo cirempett. os theſe have 1 much 
help trom the Devil, that zhey begnile them 
all. and /o get 77. Theſe arc of that ſort of 
Thieves that Pg 2d complains ot; falſe Bre- 
thren brought in WNAWAT ES, Gal. 2. 3,-4- 
Fade allo cries out of theſe, Crr jain Hen 
crept 11 URHKATES, Jil ide 4. G ept 11 ! V Vhat, 
were they 15 lowly 2? -A voluntary Humility, 
(C07. 2, 22, £2.) 4 neglecting of the Body, 

egy buincur, O how icemingly Selt- 
ng = at # ; theſe Ping things, 
t are ; hd (as we ihall know 
then.) an Fas pation to Ifract, . Lev. 11. 
43 44 : 

But in a great Houſe, there are not on!y 

Vejje's of Ge id. ond of Sitoer , but alſo of 
Word, and of Iurth; and ſome to Honour, 
and fome jo Dy ſonour, 2 Tim, 2. 20. © By 
thele VVords the Apoltle ſcems to take it for 
granted, that 25 there þath been, 10 = ial 
will be. t theſe ] kind of Fig-trees, the/e barren 
Profeffors inthe Houſe. when all Men have 
done what they can: Even as in a great 
Houſe there are always Veſlels to Diſhonour, 

d9 
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The Barren Fig:-tree. 27 
235 well as thoſe to Honour and Glory ; Vet- 
© B{eis of Wood, and of Earth, as well as of S:/- 
3-1-7 and Gold: So then there muſt be wooden 
EProfefiors in the Garden of God, there muſt 
© The earthly, carthen Profatlors in his Vine- 
Byard : But that methinks is the biring word, 
| oi {ome to D: Shonour. 1hatto the Romans 
is dreadful, (Rom. 9.21, 22.) but ibs 
icems to 50 he yond ir. That ſpeaks but of 
& rhe Reprobate in general, but 27s of ſuch 
and ſuch 1n particular, That ſpeaks of their = 
Fhardning bur in the common Way ; But * 
> $:1:s, that they muſt be ſufered to creep into 
 flthe Church : zhere to fit themielves for their 
-YPlace, their own Place, Ads 1. 2 5. tac Place 
” Eprepared tor them of zhzs ſor? ny. As the 
 gLord Jeſus 1aid once of the Ph177/ves, Theſe 
B27 recetve greaier Damnation, Luke 2 
Barren F: 9- IrCe, fruitle!s Profeflor, haſt 
thou heard ail theſe things ? Raft thou con- 
Ddered that this F7p-7ree 1s not acknowledg- 
het God to be his, but is denied to be of 
tis planting, and of his bringing unto his 
Wedding : Doſt not thou fee. that thou art 
called a Thzef, and a Robber ; that haſt either 
c/1mwed up to, Or crept in at anothcr place 
tizan the "Door: 2 Doſt thou not hear , that 
there will be in God's Houle, iooden and 
e. earthly Profe{iors, and that no Place _ 
vive 


bf 22 The Barren F1g-tree. 

ft ſerve to fit thoſe for Hell, but the Honſe, 
C'zrch, the Vineyard of God ! Barren Fre- 
7rce! truiflels Chriſtian! Do not thine Ears 


? Tho 4 
ng'c A 


D 

' Ar He) c care and fourht Fruit thereon. 

j v en a Man hath got a Profeſhon, and 
WR is mens into the Church and Houſe of 
&, God; thc Queſtion :5n0t z0w, Has he Liie ? 

c Hath Rags right Principles ? But bath he Frum © 

l' He came ſeeking Frint thereon, it matrers 
q not who DYOug "ht thee in hither, whether 

| God, or the Devil, orthine own vain- -plort- 


þ OUS Heart But Þ 1/21] ou Frurt © Doft tho 


* -bringforth h Fruit unto God 3 And, let e "Very 
one tÞu NaCl th the Name of we 1 Lord Teſws 
F  Chrift, depart from Intquity, 2 Tim. 10, 
| He Joth Ot a: Ind It every one that hath 
| (Grace, or lt ts that have the Spirit of 
= God; bur {ct every one that 7 11eth the 
b Name of the Lord Tefus Chritt, d-part from 
: Iniquity. 
i do Men mcdile nc cligion for ? 
{ | ww BY do \ #8000} Cail themicives = the Name 
| of the Lord Jeſfs, ifthey hw not the Grace 
4 or GC. tf they have not the Spirit ol Caritt ? 
4! Crd tO C10) FL 121 \ hat do 
| 1497 co in the Finzvarl? Let them work, 
of get them-Our, ths t incvard mult have 
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| 2hourers in it Son, £29 wore to dry 10 my 
Y rd, Mat. 21.21. Wherefore, wart of 
Grace, 2 Want of Spirit, will not keep 
God 1r01 1 DRI0g Frult: And de came. and 
; ſug! 7 F; TH 1 i/ '(/ CON. | UK, 8. 8. {He requi- 
red that which He ſeemed © have: EVELY 
Kar 11 the Vineyard, and Houſe of God, 
oro mileth tim felt profefieth to others, and 
YOu have all vien £& [KC it tor granted, that 
nn Heavenly P Lin ciple 15 1m by im: WW hy then 
ould HNOCL G 10d icek Fruit 

As tor them therefore rd ] retain the 
Name of Ch riſe 11s, fearing God, and yet 
Make © 10 Coz 'nce of bringing torch Fruit 
0 Fe we TH {airh to ſuch, dmway ! As for 
t FO YC On SUTS one Þis Idols : and 
boreaſter aiſo.zf ye will Hot bearken to me NC 
Ez. 20.39. Barren Figtrce, doit thou 
| "expel ih Fruit, God calls for 


© hi 4 4 * Ti. £ - = , Bc Þ { I” 
LUTL VV Ea, OY Wilt {h Fundy OMme feek LNG 
EL r ON y Ih pAJ T1GCH] F:; T- 5 if Barren Fig- 


ee { elther--bear-£ri vit, © r go out of the 


ICY Ca 48] «, WEASEL; ; =} 4 gey thy (ze w i be 

nn EE Tc TT F- , 

npearaly Jamnadle.). . Yea, I:t me add; 

(thou thatr neithet be rut, OF depart, 
77 , = 


(UL HE $4)+ C- {7 + 2% OFHE ONT {) £ 1] I Mi Oh; an 


44. 26, 7:2 Wiilheve Fruit. And | fay 
$1 - 44 © hy 4- on SR ov : Pay 1 A : Jn 
RUULCLA 44 AXONAL GO | neither, yer (100 In 
| . > > as L "(A 4 
I 42% kipghteolineſs will &if} in for 


2 4 rut, 


Fruit. And it will be in vain for thee Mt 


. ſirewed, Matth. 25. 24, 25, Bate 


. had a Diſpeniation to & the A nina 1 (| 
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COUnNt this Auſtery : He W1] Fee 7 WPere ho 
hath not ſowed, and £0 Ver Were og bath not 


F:g-1rce, dot thou hear : 


Q. I bat, rf a Alan hath no Grace ? 
4. Yes, Ieeing he hath 2 Profethi 100, | 
And be came and fought Fric't Ctheieon. 7 þ 
A Church then, and a Profetiion, are noſþ 
Places where the Workers of Iniquuy may 
hide themiuves and Sins from God. © Somd 
of old thought, that becauſe they coud cry 
The Temple of the Lord, The Temple of ti 
Lord, that there fore they Were delivered: 


which they committed; as fſoine in Ot: 
days. For, wo ( fay they) have a Right 
to the Creatures, if rot Chrittians, 1t no 
Profeilors, if not Church-Mcembers 2 Andy 
from this Conch: 1;ON, It 2 the Reins 0 
their inc1dinate Aﬀtcctions atter Pride, Amy 
bition , Gluttony , pampering thenferoe 
2h zthour fe 21, Jude 12. daubing themſtlve 
with the Luſt-provoking Fathions of th 
Times; to walk with firctched-ont Necks 
naked Bre afts, frizled Fore-top, wanto 
Geſtures. in £crgeous Aprarel, mix'd wit 
Gold, rnd Peail, and coltly Array. I my nd 
ef 


The Barren Fig-tree. 25 
s IE make Inſpection into their Lives, their 
Carriages at Home, in their Cortes, and 
ſecret Hoes : But certainly P ertons thus ſÞt- 
a Jiced, thus principl<d, ana rnus inciined. have 
put empty Doughs, Bovghs _s at Win the 
ruit that God expeRs, and that God will 
Tome down to [eek. 

| Barren Fig-tree, thou art not licenſed by 
i hy Proteftion, nor by the Lord ofthe Vine- 
.: rd, to bear ts Cluſt ers of Gomnrrab : 
1 cither {hall the Vineyard, nor thy being 
"1 0:wded AMONY the Tre EF-E| CFE, {net thee 
! rom the Sight of the Eye of God. Many 
Hake Religion their C/o. &, and Chriit their 
o$/2/41778-horſe, and by that Means cover 
nFhcmſelves, and hide their own Wickedneis 
From Men : Buzz God jeetn ther Hearts. hath 
his Print upon the Heels of their Feer, and 
odondereth all their Goings ; and ar Iait, 
ahen their Iniquity is found to be hateſul, 
6 I! WI ether nite them with Hardneſs of 
1 IEtt, and ſo leave Elem. Or awaken them 
2 bring forth Fruit. Fruit he Locks tor, ſeeks 
nd expects, barrumn Frig-tree / 

but what! - come into the bb It 

S$0.! to fin * What! come 
) LU X10 hide th "OEY © las : VION ih: - 
Ui urch is God 's ( Garde! 1; and Chat lems 18 
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felon. What, come into the Houle th 


iscalled by my Name ! into the Place where 
mine Honour dwelleth ! P/2/. 26. 8. where 
mine Eyes and Heart are continually | 
i K:nps 9.3. VWhar, come there to fin, th 
hide thy Sin, to cloak thy Sin! His Plats 
are an Orchard with pleaſant Fruit, Cant 

4,15. And every ume he pocth 1 Inti| | 
{ts den, It is to ſee the Fruits of the Vat 
ley; and to ſee if the Vine Nouriſh, and i} 
the Pomegranates bud. - 

Yea,faith he,{Je came ſeeking Frurt on thilf 
F;o-17ce. The Church's the Place of God' 
Delight, where he ever dehires to be; therg 
he 1s Night and Dav. He is thereto ſeek to 
Fruit, to ſeek for Fruit of all and oe 
Free in the Garden. Wherefore aflure t thi 
ſ2if, O fruitleſs One, that thy Ways mul 
needs be open before the "ah of the Lordy 
Ore black Sheep is 1oon efpied, although uy 
company with many ; zh? 1S taken with thi. 
firſt caft of the Eyc , its different Colour Rl, 
+berray $1, 1 lay, therefore, a Church and 

Profel}icn,arc not Places where the Worke 


| be Iniquiry may hide themſelves trom Go 
- that fecks for Fruit ; 


Aly Vineyard, (at; 
Tot | 
God, which is mine, is before me, Can 


KL; 
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| Ard be came and ſought Frait thereon, 
: Cand found none. 


” Barren Fig-iree, hearken ; The contr- 
nual non-bearing of Ernit, zs a dreadful 
18S1g7 that thou art to come to a dreadful ind, 
as the winding up of tais Parable conclu- 
Iacth. 
k Ard found none] None at 2, or none to 
ol's liking : For when be "Fi . tHe came 
Woking Fruit thereon, he means Fruit meer 
Wor God, (Heb. 6.) pleaſant | Fruit, Fruit 
Wood and ſiveet. 
RH Alas, it is not any Fruit will ſerve; bad 
rut is counted none. Every Tree that 
thringeth not forth good Erurt, i hewn down, 
end caſt into the Fire, Matth. 3. 10. 
1. There is a Fruit among Proftetlors i 
F'thers, and ſo never comes to_be ripe; a. 
"Fruit that is /xzrtren in the Growth, ba 
: omes not to Maturity, and this 15 reckoned 
o Fruit, This Fruit thoſe Profeilſors bear, 
1 at have many t21r Begetnning, or Blo{toms : 
n (oh make many tair Offers of Repzntance 
1 Amendment ; that begin to pray, to 
F'o' vc ; and to bre 3K ofttheir Sins by Righ- 
oulneſs, bur ſtop at tholz Beginnings and 
Winz no Frut torth ro Perfeition. This + 
AY, Enitis withered, wrinkled, ſmit- 
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2 The Barren Fig tree. 
ten Fruit, and is in efiect 70 Fruit uf 
oe 
. There 1s an Þaſ7y Fruit, ſuch as Is the 
Corn upon the Houſe-top, Pial. 129. Or af 
CN the Dunghit, tat rv} 
uddenty; 1olont iy, With , creat Stalk 
Da d big ſhero, = yet at} | proves empty n, 
Kernel. Fhis Fruit 1St he tound In thoſe) 
Protefiors, that on a ſudden are 10 awaken}! 
convinced, and H afiected with rheifk 


Ell. io 

Condition, that they ſhake the whole Eb: 
mily, the Frd-thi ID, the whole Town. Ft 
7 | =P they cry haktil:, Ven "Fr dog! 
tully, mourntully ; and yet all is but « Par Wl 
21 | Agony, a Fit, es ws not torta Fruit 
With Patience.  Theit are ca led taoſe haſh! 


Fruits, zhat ſhell be as a fading Flower 
thi. 23. 4. F 

J» Eh CEC iS a Fruit tiiat 'S 6 11C, and t/ i 
talled, Jer: 24. How long loever it be i} 
PrOWing: the Roor 1s ari ed, and can. 
COnvey a Bcc cy of Sap to the Þrancingl 
tO ripen the Fruit. T beſt are the Fruit <1 
ſuch Profefiors, whoſe Heart 1s eftrangeF}a 


from Communion with the Holy GhoP 
whoic Fruit groweth from th ſelves, _g t 
their FPAxtS. (itt ""Seoeria OF EV It. 13471 F* 
Or Nioral Pr) ile Thetz, notwithftandin? 
Ley DILNE o torth Eras are calicd EN1ſl) [ 


I 7 Ht 


The Barren Fig-tree. 29 
Fines, ſuch as bring not forth Fruit ro 
30d. 
\$ STE Root 3s dried up, they ſhall bear no 
1-177 ; yea, though they bring forth, yet 
11 [17 1 lay even Fon beloved Fruit of their 
7 Hi /omb, Hot. 9 | 
# 4. There 2 2 Fruit that is W:/d , I looked 
{; tfor Orapes, and it brought forth Vid 
ni Grapes, Iſh. 5. 4. I obſerve, Thar as there 
iftare Trees and Herbs that are wholly Tight, 
and noble, fit zndeed for the Vineyard : 
LSo there are alſo their Scmblance, but wid , 
not righr, bur 1gnoble. T-here © 18-86 
Z bo ape, and the wild Grape; the Vine, and 
the wild Vine; the Rye, and the canker- 
Roſe » Flowers: and wild Flowers, the Ap- 
þ7/e, and the ro//d-Apple, which we call the 
FOr25, Now Fruit from thele w/d things, 
nowever they may pleaſe rhe Ch:/drer to 
{play with. yet the Prudent and Grave count 
$i:m of lite or no value. There are al- 
$ in the World a Generation of Profeſ: 
| -_- that notwithftanding their Profeliion, 
J4ic wild by Nature; yca, fuch as were ne- 
Ver Cut ozt, or off, trom the wild Olives 
w/c, Nor never yet Pia :tcd into the good 
verve. Now tnet- can bring nothing 
torch but w2ld Ofrove-berries, they Cannor 
bring forth Fruit unto God, Such are all 
Þ 3 thoſe 


SI . Ig3: 1, WE'5 ”y, 
FF 40 Tl J- . 


thoſe that have lightly taken up a Profef | 
107, and crept- into the Vineyard withoutl 
a nw Þirih, and the bletting of Repgene-F; 


Tation. } 


" 
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5. There 1s alfo untimely Fruit ; Ever} 
i a4 aFig tree caſteth ber untimely Figs. Rev. , 
6.13. Fruit out of Seaſon, and fo no Fruit! 

to God's liking. 4 

There are zo ſorts of Profeſſors ſubject [. 
- to bring forth untimely Fruir. | 

Frſt, They that bring torth [Fruit] zoo! 


Li 


Secondly, They that bring forth [Fruit] | 

I 00 / al of . 
Firſ?, They that bring forth zoo ſeor. | 
They are ſuch as at preſent receive the | 


Word with 7oy, and ancr, beforg ther | 
have Root commpuards, they thruſt forth up- | 
wards ; but having zot root, When the 827 | 
ariſeth thev are /m7ten, and miſcrably die | 
without Fruit. Theſe Profcflors are thoſe 
Hghrt and inconfiderate ones, that think no- | 
thing but Peace will attend the Goſpel ; | 
and 1o anon reivice at the Tidings, with- | 
out foreſeeing the Evil: Wherefore when | 
the Evil comes, being unarmed, and 1o not 


withered, and bring forth no Frum. Ae 
that 


| 
| - able to ſtand any longer, they die, . and are | 


The Barren Fig-tree.” 3: 


f tha recerved the Seed into ſtony places, the 
t W/ame 15 he that heareth the Word, and anon 
-Bwith joy recerveth zt; yet hath he not root 

v 11 himſelf, but dureth for a while : for when 

a: | Tribalation or Perſecution ariſeth, becauſe 
'. of the Word, by and by he 7s offended, Matth. 
r| 13. 20, 2T, There 1s in 1/a. 28. men- 

\ tion made of ſome, twho/e glorious Beauty 
t | ſhall be a fading Flower, If. 28. 4. b*cautc 

| Fi iS Fruit before Summer. Both theſe are 
» | untimely Fruit, 

Secondly, They alſo bring forth untime- 
|| ' 1y Fruit, that ſtay 2711 the Seaſon 75 over. 
| God will have Þ:s Fruit in His Seaſon; I 
* fay, he will receive them of 1uch Men 45 
| ſhall render them to him in Therr Sexſons, 
F Marth. 21. 41. The milling of the Seaſor 
15 dangerous, ſtaying till the Door is {hut is 
' dangerous, Mat. 25. 10, 11. Many there be 
| thar come not till the Flood: of God's Anger 
- 15raiſed, and too deep for them to wade 
$ thro” : Sur ely in the Floods of great Waters, 
| 7Dey ſhall not come nigh unto him, Pal. 32. 6. 
FE Efau's [ aftc roward ] 1s Fearful : For ye 
F know how that afterward when be mould bave 
| 7nDerited the Ble/fing, he was rejefted ; for 
q vo found no place of Repentance, though be 
8 [ought xt carefully with Tears, Heb. 12, 16, 


17, 
B. 4 20 
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* $9 rh2 Children of I/ae!, they brought | 
= id Gcd the Fruits of Obedience too late ; | 
WH their Lo, we be here, (Numb.. 14. 40, 41, | 
3 p. ) came too late; Their, We wi// go wp, 
| Came roo late: The Lord had {worn before, Þ 


fs V.223.50. that they. ſho uld not poſleſs the Land. J 
þ AF theſe are 1i BEN as bring torth znzme!y |. 
þ x | 
Fit, Zeb. 12. 17. Like 13. 25, 26, 27.f 
| It js ric hard hap of the Reprobare. to do all} 


things to late ; to be ſenſible of his want 
of Grace too late . to be ſorry for Sin too | 
late; to ſeek. Kepentance too late; to ask| 
for Mcicy, and to delize to go to Glory þ 
Bd: latc. 


Tis you fee. that Fruit /m?trn in the | 
g&r0Wth, that rwiherrrh, and that comes nor Þ 
to maturity, 7s ro Þrut, 

2: That hi iy Fruit. fuck asthe Corr wor | 
the Houſe- -zop, Pfal. 129. 6. withereth all P 
atore it prowerh up, ard is no Fruit. | 
| >: That the Fruit that is w/e and 7//-24- : 
| fied, 7s no Fruit. | 

4. That «2/4 Fruit, w/d Grapes, Rev. 6. 
are no Þriut. 

5. Thar zrmely Fruit, fuch as Comes 
700 [002,01 that COMes 700 Jate ; fuch as coms þ 
Bot in 1hezr Seaſon, are no Frum. ; 


A /l 1 
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| And be came and ſoueht Fruit thereon, 


| and found NONe., 


——_ 


| Nothing will do but Fruit, Mat. 21. 34 
THe Jooked for Grapes ; when the trme of Friur 
FArew Near, he ft ml his Servants to the 
Hushandmen, that they might receive the 
Erie of tt. 

Prelr. . But what Fruit doth God ex- 
pct - 

Anſw., Good Fruit. very Tree that 
| brengerh not f« rt! por ck i Pen dron, 
Mat. 7 7.19, Now DEtore the Fruit can be 
00d, the Tree muſt be goud, for good 
rake makes not a good Tree, bur a good 
Fire bringeth forth good Eruit + Do. ed 
Frher Grapes of Thorns. or Figs of 1hifiles 
A Man muſt be good, elle he can bring at 
;no good Fruit: he mutt have Kightcouſ” 

<1S imputed, that he may ſtand good 1n 
[God's geht trom rhe Cure of his Law. 
| He muſt have a Pri: nciple of Righteouſne!s 
Fir; his Soul, &ic how thould he bring forth 
k2ood Fruits? And hence it 18, that a Chick 
Jitian's Fruits are called, Gul. 5. 22, 23. 
'S ve frurt of the Spirit, and the fr wits of 
krghteouſneſs hich are by Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 
1.11. The Fruits of the Spirit, therefore 
1 Spirit muſt be there : The Fruits of 
B5  Rights- 


. AI ann — lL.” nnd 
Lain wa 


w — 
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1 Righteoulncls, therefore Righteouſneſs muſtF 
fir /? be there. Bur to particularize in a few 


; ehings brictly. | 
j Errft, God expecteth Fruit that will an- , 
| fixer, and be worthy of that Repentancef 


"Tr thou teigneſt thy 1elt to have. Every onef 
in a Protetlion, and that hath crouded intsf 
the Vineyard,pretendeth to Repertance : now 


wy 


| or every ſuch Soul God expecterh, that th 
| Fruzts of epentance be found to attend} 
i; them ; Mat. 3. 8. Bring forth Fruits there: 


fore meet for Repentance, or anfwerable t: 
thy Profctiion of the DoCtrine of Repen- 
TANCE. Barren F1g-tree, 1ecing thou art oþ 
Protellor, and got into the Vineyard, thou 
; ftandeft betore rhe Lord of the Vineyard| 
45 one of the Trecs of the Garden : Wheref 
fore, He looketh tor Erwuzr from thee, as from 
the ret of the Irces in the Vincyard|, 
Crus, | Jay, and /uch as may declare thep 
j tm Heart and Lite, one that hath madY 
f und Protettion of Repentance. By thi 
i - IE >n, thou hat Aid. I am ſenſible 
| Evol of Si /2: Now then, live ſuch : 
f Life as declares, that thou art ſenſible « 
| the Fvil of Sin. By thy Profethion thod 
[ 


Wy «ha y_=m— © OY 
ph k 


kaft faid, 1 am jorry for my Sin: Wh 
then, live ſock a Life as may declare Th 
Scots, By tiny Prekeiiion thou haſt 1aj 
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> 'T am aſhamed of my Sin, Plal. I 3+ 
oÞ yea, but live ſuch a Life, that Men = that 
may /ce thy ſhame for ſin, Jer. 31. 19. By 
| thy ProfeHlion, thou ſayeſt, 1 have turned 
eþ 7h left off, and am become an Enemy t0 
ef every appearance of evil, 1 Thell. 5. 22. 
of Ah! but doth thy Lite and Converſation 
wÞ declare thee to be ſuch an one? Take heed, 
þ barren Fig-tree, leſt thy Life ſhould groe 
& zhy Profeſſion the Lie. I fay again, Take 
zf heed, for God himſelf will come tor Fruir ; 
wh Ad 'be ſought Fruit thereon. 
n4 You have ſome Profeilors, that are only: 
1 Saints before Men, oben zicy are abroad, 
) ] | but are Devils and Vipers at home; Saints 
Y by ProfeiI:on, but Devils by Practice ; Saints 
"In ' Word, but Sinners in Heart and T.ife. 
Nt | Theſe Men ma :y have the Profeltion, but 
i], they want the Fruits that become Repen: 
&Þ 12746 @. 
oh Barren Fig-tree! Can it be imagined 
1} that thoſe that parrr themſelves, did ever re- 
Þ pent of their Pre © Or that thoſe that pur - 
4ethis- Viorld, did ever repent of their C- 
o verorſne/s £ Or that thoſe that walk with 
' wanton Þ, CF, did ever rz2ent of their Hell l; 
Wl £1/ts 2 Where, barren Fig-1r 0c, is the Fruit 
& ct thoſe Peontes Repentance * Nay. Go they 
not rather declare to: the. YVorlds rhot the h 
6.3, 


l 
| 
fl 
* 
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Pave FOfE ted of ther Profte {hon & T hcirl 
Frums 1c k as if they had. Their Pr:de| | 
laith, they have reps -nted of their Humzli-k 
ly - Thor COU touſneſscC declareth, that they 
are weary of depending upon God; and do th 
my L "HAV AHL OP Actions acct: LIC, that thou 
11h orreft Ch aſlity © Where is thy Fruity 
barren Figirce ? Repentance is not ood 
a ſorrow, and a ſhame for, but @ 7171278 
tru Sint Ge d. ”n 6. it is called Reper| 
{ICE fre D417 at 7s, Halt thou that Godly 
SOLO that workert 8 Repentance 10 Salou 
CE, NH CITO be Sg of 4 2 2 Cor. 7+ IC, Il 
How Co-{t thou thew thy rene fS, and 
chewing of thy (elf, F 1 indignation againſt 
Sn; thy fear of oltending; 1 thy vehcment 
irc ito walk with God; thy zeal tor hif 
Neime, ard Glory in the IV orid 2 And what| 
revonge hait thou in thy Heart againſt everi 
chought of Diſobedicnce : "1 
But where 15 the FTI of this Reper: 


ad Ges 6 ae 


ab. AS 


OE TORY thy 


Ln. 


te 


farce : Where 1s ny Vatching, thy Faki | 
Ing. thy Playing againit the remainders cf 

C.virt m_en * : Where is thv SeifabhorrenceP 
thy Huſhing before God, tor the Sin that iF 
Yer bebind: Where 1s Dy rendernels of thy 
LOFT is Of God and his WW a4VsS: > JV here 1s oa : 


Sol Contal and Conte mmne hi How doff 


104 inew betore Mew; the tivth of thy 111% 
70 


fionof. The Profeſſor that is got into the 


 Thare in another W ortd : Haſt thou let go 
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ins to God © Haſt thou renounced the hid- | 
den things of Eos ty, not walking In craf- | 
zineſs? 2 Cor. 4. 2. Canſt thou commend | 
thy 1clt zo —_ "Mars Conſcience 11 the | 


felt of God © 
Ard be fought Fruit thereon.) 


Secondly, God EXPLete 1b Fruits that (hall 
anſier that Faith which rho  makeſt Profeſ- 


Vineyard of God, doth feign, that he hath 
te Faith, the Faith #10 7 holy, t the Faith of | 
God's Elef?. Ah! Bur where are thy Fruits, ? 
barren Fig-tree? The Fazth of the Romans | 
roas ſpoken of throughout the whole World, ! 
Rom. 1.8. and the Theſſalonians Farth grew | 


exceedingly, 2 Thell. 1. 3. | 
Thou profeſſelt to beta thou haſt a | 


14s, barren Fig-tree? Thou projefleſt,thou 
believeſt in Chrzf? ; 18 bi thy Joy, and the 
Life of thy Soul? Yea, what conformity 
unto Him, or his Sorrows and Suffering ? 
What reſemblance hath his Crying, and 
Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dying, 
wrought | in thee? Doft thou bear about 1n 
thy Budy, the dving of the Lord Teſus? Ard 
75 - oth, wy fe of Toſus made maniſe; Tinthy 
mortal Body 2 Cor. 4. 10, 11. Barren 
Fig-tree, 


© 33 The Varren Fig-tree. 
& Fig-tree, Shew me thy Fazth by thy TWorks. 
** Shew out of a good Converſation thy Works 
JT with meekneſs of Wiſdom, Jars. 2. 18. and 
FF Ze 13. 
{| " What Fruzz, barren Fig-tree, what de- 
gree of Heart-Holineſs? For Farth purtifies | 
' zthe Heart, Acts 15. 9. What love to the | 
f Lord Jeſus ? for Firth worketh by Love,Gal. 
HE S. 6. | 
k Thirdly, Ged expects Fruits, according to 
2 rhe Seaſons of Grace thou art under, accord- 
' ingtothe ra77 that cometh upon thee. Perhaps | 
thou art planted in a good Soil, by great | 
 , Waters, that thou mighteſt bring forth | 
- Branches, and bear Fruit; that thou might- | 
eſt be 2 goodly Vine or Fig-tree : Shall he | 
not theretore feck for Fruiz, for Fruit an- | 
feerable to the Means © Barren Fig-tree,God 
expects it, and will find it too, ifever He | 
bleſs thee. For zÞe Earth which drinks inthe | 
rain that comes oft upon it,and bringeth forth | 
herbs meet for bim by whom tt 3s dreſſed, Þ 
"4 recerves bleſſing from God: but that which | 
' beareth thorns and briars-3s rejetted. and is | 
F'' azgh unto curſing, whoſe end 1s to be burned, 


| Heb. 6. 7, 8. 


Barren Soul! How many {howers os 
Grace, how many dews from Heaven, how 
many times have. ihe dilver otreams- of the 


, 
. 
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The Barren Fig-tree. 39 | 
City of God, ran gliding by thy roots, to | 
cauſe thee to bring forth frutts © Thele 
Showers and Streams, and the Drops that | 
hang upon thy Boughs, will all be account- X 
ed for; and will they not teftihe againſt 
thee, that thou oughteſt of right zo be burn- þ 
ed 2 Hear, and tremble, O zhou barren Pro- | 
efſor ! Fruits that become thy Profeſſion of | 
the Goſpel, the God of Heaven expetteth. | 
The Gofpel hath in ir the Forgiveneſs of } 
Sins, the Kingdom of Heaven, and Eternal } 
Life : But what Fruit hath thy Profeffion of | 
a Belief of theſe things put forth in thy Heart | 
and Life: Haſt thou given thy /e/f to the " 
Lord; and is all that thou haſt to be ven- 
tured for his Name in this World? Doſt | 
thou walk like one that is bought with a: 
price, even the price of precious Blood & | 
Forrrhly, The Fruit. that God expetteth: ! 
is ſuch, as 7s meet for himſelf, Fruit that |} 
may gioriftie God : God's Trees are Trees. | 
of Righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, | 
that be may be glorified; Fruit that taſtezh- | 
of Heaven, abundance of ſuch Fruit: For | 
herein, Jaith Chriſt, 7s my Father glori fied,. | 
+ that ye bring forth —_ Fruit, John 15.. 
\.3, Fruits of all kinds, zew and old; the Wi 
Fruits of the Spirit are in a// Goodneſs, and. || 
Krghtconſneſs, and Truth, Eruits before li 


Trees of the Garden of God : 
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the World, Fru77s before the Saints, Fruits 
before God, Er7ts before Angels. 

O, my Brethren, What manner of Perſons 
ought we 10 be; who have ſubſcribed to the 
Lord,and have called our ſelves by the Name 
of I/rae!* One fhall ſay, Tam the Lord's ; 
and another fhell call Iymjelf by the Name 0 
Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bis 
Hand unto the Lord, and ſirname Þtmſelf by 
the Name of I{tazl, 1/a. 44. 5. Barten Fig- 
tree,hait thou /b/cr:bed, haſt thou ca/led thy 
ſelt by the Name of Faceb £ and {irnamed 
thy {elf by the Name of I/-ae/ 9 All this 
thou pretendeiſt to, who art got into the 
Vineyard, who art placed amongſt the 
IJ God doth 
therefore look for fuck Fruit as is worthy 
of his Name. as 13 meet for Him; as the 
Apoſtle ſairh, J| e /hould walk worthy of God ; 


- that is, ſo as we may {hew in every place, 


that. the preſence of God is with us, his 
Fear 277 us, and his Majeſty and Authority 
upon our Attions. Fruits meet for him, 
Tuch a dependance upon him, ſuch truſt 
in his Word, /uch ſatisfaction in his 
Preſence, ſuch 2 truſting or him with 


alt my Concerns, and /zcþ delight in the 
Emoyment of him, that may demonſtrate 
iDat bzs Fear 3s in my Hgart, that my Soul 

| | 2 iS 


8 
<9 
by 
£8 
= 


*- 


* 
PL 
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is wrappd up in his Things, and that my 
Body, and' Soul, and Eftate, and all, are in 


Truth, through his Grace, at his diſpole.. 


Fruits meet for im: Hearty thanks, and. 


| bleſſing God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good 


Word, for his Free-Grace, for diſcovery ot 
himſelf in Chriſt to the Soul, ſecret long- 
| ing after another World. Fruit meer for him, 
” Liberality to the poor Saints, to the poor 


: World; a Life, in Word and Deed exem- 


plary ; a patient and quiet enduring of all 


| things, till I have done and ſuffered the 


| whole Will of God, which he hath ap- 
pointed for me. That on th» good ground 


are they, which in an honeſt and good Heart, 


| Paving beard the Word, Reep 17, wid bring 
8 forth Fruit with patience, Luke 3%. 15. this 
# iS bringing forth Fruit unto God; - <2 
ving our Fruit unto Holineſs, and our End 


| coor laſting Life, Rom. 7. 4. and 6. 22. ad 


1] 4, Ss. 


te Vineyard of God, The Vineyard, faith 
hz, I/a. 5. 1. is a very fruitful Hill; wit- 
neſs the Fruit brought forth in a// Ages : 
The moſt barren Trees that ever grew in the 
Wood of this World, when planted in this 
Vineyard by the God of Heaven, what Fruit 
to Godward have they brought forth 2 Abe/ 

ottcred 


E/thly, The Lord expedts Fruit becoming * 
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— The Barren #Fi-tree 
oftered to God a more excellent Sacrifice, 
Heb. 11. 4. Enoch walked with God three 


Þundred years, verf. 5 Noah, by his Life. 


of Faith, condemned the World, and became 
Heir of the Righteouſneſs which 7s by Faith, 


ver[. 7. Abraham /efr bzs Conntry, and went | 
out after God, not knowing whither he went, 
verl. 8. Moſes left a Kingdom, end ran the | 
hazard of the Wrath of the King, for the 


loye he had to God and Chriſt. 
{hall I fay of them who had Trials, not ac- 
cepting 
a better Reſurrection ? 


Stword : The wandred about 11 Sheep-skins 
and Gore no berne deftitute, affiidted, tor- 
2:o;:ted. Peter lett his Father, Ship and 
Nei, at. 4. 18, 19, Pan! turned oft 
from the: Feet of Gama/:cl. Men brought 


eliverance, that they might obtain | 
27: 11. 35, 36, 
37. They were ſtoned, they were ſawy aſun- || 
der, were tempted, were flain with the | 


7 


Whar | 


is ( 
$ 
* 


their Goods and PoflefFons (the price of | - 


them,) and caſt it down at the Apoſtles | 
and others | 
brought their Books together, and burnt 


Feet, As 19. 18, 15, 20. 


them, curious Books, though they were 
worth fifty thouſand pieces of Silver. 1 
could add, how many willingly oftered 
themſelves in all Ages, and their //, for 
the worthy Name of the Lord Jeſus, to be 

rack d, 


_.. Ad. . aw a as oof... ters 
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rack'd, ftarved, hanged, burned, drown- 
ed, pulled in pieces, and a thouſand Ca- 
lamities. Barren Fig-tree, the Vineyard of 
God hath been a fruitful place, What doft 
thou there ? what doft thou bear? God ex- 
* pects Fruit according to, or becoming the 
* Soil of the Vineyard. 
k S:xthly, The Fruit which God expeCt- 
| eth, is {uch as becometh God's Hasbandry 
F and Labour. The Vineyard is God's Hu/- 
| baxdry, or Tillage. I am the Vine, faith 
| Chriſt, John 15.1. and my Father 7s the 
| Husbandman. And again, 1 Cor. 3. 9. | 
| Jeare God s Hisbandry, ye are God's Build=. | 
(77g. The Vineyard, God fences it, God ! 
 pgathereth out the Stones, God builds the 
| Tower and the Wine-preſs in the mid 
G mnercor. IMCre 15 Labour, here 15 Prote&1- 
| on, here is removing of Hindrances, here |} 
is convenient Purgation, and a//, that there |} 
| might be Frutt. 
| Barren Fig-tree ! what Fruit haſt thou? | 
| haft thou Fruit becoming the Care of God, | 
| the Proteftion of God, the Wifdom of God, i 
the Patience and Hizbandry of God? It is 
the Fruit of the Vineyard, that is either the 
ihame or the praiſe of the Husbandman, I 
went by the Field of the Slothful, 1aith So- 
Pmon, and by the Vineyard of the Man 


void © 
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void of Underſtanding ; and lo, it was 
grown over wit) Thorns, and Nettles had 
covered the face thereof, Prov. 24. 30, 31, 

2, | 
: Barren Fig-tree! If Men ſhould make 3 
Judgment of the care, and pains, and la- 
bour of God in his Church, by the Fruit 
that thou bringeſt forth, what might they | 
lay, Is he not {lothtul, is he not careleſs, : 1s Þ 
he not without diſcretion! O thy Thorns, | 
thy Nettles, thy barren Heart, and barren | 
Lfe, area continual provocation to the Eyes 
of his Glory, as likewiſe a dithonour to the þ 
Glory of his Grace. | 

Barren F:g-tree ! haſt thou heard all theizc 
things » I will add yet one more. 


And he came and fought Fruit thereon.” 


The Queſtion is not now, What thou | 
thinkeſt of thy {elt; nor what ail the People ot | 
God think of thee : but what thou {halr be | 
found in that day, when God {ſhall ſearch 
thy Boughs for Fruir. When Sodom was to 
be ſearched tor righteous Men, God would 
not, in that matter, truſt his faithful Ser- 
vant Abraham ; bur {till as 4brobam inter- 
ceded, God anſwered, If I find fifty, or 
forty and five there, I will not deſiroy the 
City, Gen. 18. 20, 21, 26, 27. Barren Fig- 

x tree, 
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tree, what ſayeſt thou? God will come 
down to ſee, God will make ſearch for Fruit 
himſelf. 

And he came and ſought Fruit” thereon, 
and found C none. } Then ſaid he to the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Behold, theſe three 
Tears I come ſeeking Fruit on this Fi g-tree, 


and find none , Cut it down, why cumbereth it 
the Ground © 


Theſe Words are the offedt of God's | 
ſearch into the boughs of a barren Frg-tree; | 
He fought Fruit, and found 707e, none to 
his liking, one pleaſant and good. There- |} 
fore, fi7/?, he complains of the want thereof | 
to the Dreſſer, calls him to come and ſee,- | 
and take notice of rhe Tree ; then ſignifi- Y 
eth his pleaſure, he will have it removed, | 
taken away, cut down from cumbering the 
Ground. 

Objcrv, The barren Fig-tree is the Object | 
of Ged's difpleaſure, God cannot bear with } 
4 fruntcis Proteilor. 


_ [ Then] faid he, Ec. 


Then, after this provocation ; then, after 
he had fought and found no Fruit, ber. 
This word [ then ]doth ſhew us a kind of 
an inward diſquietneſs : As he ſaith allo in 


another place upon a like provocation, 
Then 


Y 4265 The Barteh Fig-free. 

EF Thenthe anger of the Lord, and his jea- 
louſre, ſhall ſmoke againſi that Man, and 
ell the Curſes that are written in this Book 
ſhall lie upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot our 
his Name from under Heaven, Deut. 29, F 
18, 19, 20. 

Ther, It intimateth that he was row | 
come to a point, to a reſolution what to do Þ 
with this Fig-tree. Then ſaid he ro the 
Dreſſer of this Vineyard, that is, to Jeſus 
Chriſt, Beho!d; as much as to ſay, come | 
hither, here is a Fig-tree in my Vineyard, | 
here is a Profeflor in my Church, that is bar- 
ren, that beareth no Fruit. 

Ob/erve, However the barren Profeſſor 
thinks of himſelf on Earth, the Lord: cries 
out in Heaven againſt him, I1/z. 5. 5. And 
now go to, Ttoill tell you what I will do 10 

Vineyard, IT will take away ihe bedge 
thereof, and it ſhall be eatenup, and I will 
break down the Wait thereof, and 1t ſhall be 
broken down. 


Bebold, theſe threg lears I come ſeehing 
Fruit, &c. 
Obſerv. Theſe three year's. God cries out 
that his patience is abuſed, that his forbea- 
Tance iS abuſed : Behold, theſe three years ] 


have waited, jorborn ; theſe years 1 have 
| defcr- 


deferred mine anger ; Therefore I will ſtretch 
out my hand" agatnſt thee, and deſtroy thee , 
| I am weary with repenting, Jer. 15. 6. 

Theſe three Tears, Obſerve, God lay- 
| eth up a// the 7/me ; I Tay, a remembrance 
| of all the time, that a barren Frp-rree, or a 
| fruitleſs Profeſſor m7/penderh in this World. 
| As he faith alſo of I/racl of old, Forty years 
| /ong was I grieved with this Generation,Plal 
| 95. IO. | 

Theſe three years, Wc. 


Theſe three Seaſons; Ob/erv. God re- 


members how many Seaſons thou haſt mi[- 
| ſpent: For theſe three Tears fignifie ſo many 
Seaſons. And when the time of Frutt drew 
| 7:72h, that is, about the Seaſon they begin 
to be ripe, or that according to the Seaſon 
| might ſo have been. Barren Fig-rree, thou 
| haſt had Time, Seaſons, Sermons, Mini- 
ers, Atflictions, Judgments, Mercies, and 


whatnot? and yet haſt not been fruitful: © 


thou haſt had Awakenings, Reproofs, 
Threatnings, Comforts, and yet haſt not 
been rirta : Thou haſt had Patterns, Ex- 
amples, Citations, Provocations, and yet 
haſt not been fruitful. Well, God hath laid 
up 7by three years with himſelf. He re- 
members every Time, every Seaſon, - every 
*%rmon, every Minifter, Afﬀittion, Judg- 

| ment, 
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ll 


will have accordr7g to the Benefit beſtowed, 


Fruit on a Tree, he gocs round it and round 


43 ye Barren Fig:-tree. 

ment, Mercy, awakening Pattern, Example, 
Citation, Provocation, he remembers al! 
As he ſaid of I/rae! of old, They have temp- 


ted me theſe ten 11mes. and have not hearken- 


ed to myVorce, Numb. 14. 22. And again, Þ 


I remember all therr Wickedneſs, Hol. 7. 2. 
| Theſe three Tears, Rc. b 
He ſeeks for the Fruit ofevery Seaſon : He 

will not that-any of his Sermons, Miniſters, 

AfMictions, Judgments or Mercies thould be | 

loſt, or ſtand for inſignificant things; he 


2 Chron. 32. 24, 25. Ezek. 14. 23. He hath 
not done without a Cauſe all that he hath 
done, and therefore he looked for Fruit : 
Look to it, barren Fig-rree. 


I came ({ecking]} Frum. 


Ob/erv. This word [_ ſeeking } hgnihes 


a narrow Search : tor when a Man /eeks tor 


it; now locking into this Bough, and then 
into that; he pceps into the inmolt Boughs, 
and the lowermolt Boughs, it perhaps Fruit 
may be thereon. 

Barren Fig-tree, God will look into a// 
zby Boughs, he will be with thee in thy: 
Bed-Fruits, thy Midnight-Fruits, thy Cloſcr- 
Fruits, thy Famiiy-Fruits, thy Converſa- 

tion: 
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tio WA 6s to ſee it there be any among all 
{c thar are fit for, or worthy of the Nam 

ol { the God of Heaven. wa 228 rohat ho 

(hildren of lirae! do 772 the derk, Ezek. 8 

$4” things are open unto theft yes of hin ad 

Lrohom we Dave to do, Heb. 4. 12 3 


Seeking Fruit 0 tins} Fig-tree. 


8 [| told you before, that be keeps in remem- 
i the Times and Seaſons rhat tl he bar- 
en Prozettor had wickedly mi{ tpeit, Now, 

i brafinich as he alſo £02 nrcth out the Fig- 
irce, This Fig-tree; wiheweta that the bar- 
en Profelior. _— all Protetlors, 15 a contt- 
nual Carzm in the byes of God. TI's Frg- 
Wee: this Ma Co. 22:28, i s Peo- 
ple draw nigh to me with their Mouth, but 
int removed their Hearts far from me. > God 
knows Who they are among all the Theou- 
ſands of Ifracl, that are the barren and 
pode Pr otctors; his Lot will fall upon 

ie Head of Ach, though he be hid amone 

i hundred bouſund IVien. _ a pe brought 
's Houthold, Man by 11 ; / Achan tbe 
$7 of Carmi, the So: of Zabdi, the Son of 
{cralt, of the Tribe of Judah, #75 LaReN, 
ED. 717,18. - This n the dc, ths 1S 

ne Fig tree, tÞ1s iS the barren Protector. 


; 


[+ Fi d* ; KK 
tierhs 
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There is a Man hath an hundred Trees | 
his Vineyard, and at the Time of the Seaſon 
he walketh into his Vineyard, to ſee how thi 
Trees flouriſh : and as he goes, and views 
and pries, and obſerves how they are hangel 
With Fruit; behold, he comes to one wherd 
he findeth noug ht bur Leaves: now he maks 
a itand, looks upon it again and again ; ll 
looks alſo here and-there, above and below 
and if after all rhis ſeeking, he finds nothing 
but T caves thereon; then he begins to cat 
in his Mind, how he may know this Tre 
next Year, what ſtands next it, or how fa 
iis oft the Hedge; but if there be nothin; 
there that may eas a Mark to know it by 
then he takes his Hock, and giveth it a pri 
vate Mark, (ad the Lord ſer a Mark ups, 
Cain, Ger. 4.) ſaying; Go thy ways, fruit 
Iz Fig-wee, Thou haſt ſpent this Seaſon i 


VUIN. 
Yet doth he not cut it down, I will try! 
another Year; may be this was not a h:71:n 
Seaſon. Therefore he comes again-7ex 
Year. to ſee if now it have Fruit; bur as hi 
found it before, 1o he finds it now, barre! 
barren, every Year barren; he looks agal 
but finds No Fralft. Now he begins to ha! 
/ocond Thoughts: How ! neither hit lalff 
1 £47, nor this. Surcly, the Barrennels 1s nc 
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in the Seaſon, ſure the Fault 1s in the Tree. 
However, I will ſpare it this Year alſo, but 
will give it a ſecond Mark : And ir may be, 
he roucheth it with a hot Tron, becaulc he be- 
pins to be angry. 

Well, at the third Seaſon he comes again 
for Fruit, but the third Year is like the firft 
nd ſecond. no Fruit yet ;, it only cambereth 
Ye Gr ound, "F903 'atnow muſt he don? with 
this Fig tree? Why, The Lord toill lop bis 
Boughs with -i9, yea, the Thickers of 
hoſe Profeſſors with Tron. 1 hoe w: nted, 
aith God, tbeſe three Tears | ha Ve re 
WD! Fruit theſe three Years + It hath been 2 
Kumber-ground zheje three Tears, cit It 

00707, Precept had been upon Precept. and 
Win upon Line, one Year after another ; 
or theſe three Tears, bur no Fruit can bs 
z&n; I find none, fetch out the Ax: I am 
ww, this is 1 he Fig trez, I know it from the 

it Year, Borrenneſs was its Sign then, 
| brrenne/s 1s Its SIgn now, Make It fit for 
E Fire. Bebold, the Ax ris lil to the Root 
| f the Trees: CVEFY Tree th: refore that 
W:/2221) 797 fort h gcad Frutt, is bewen down, 
d call into 1c Fire. \ Marth. 2. 16. 
ObJerve, my Brethren, God's Heart LE 
ot ſtand towards a Bgrren Fi tree. © Yv1 
ow thus it is with vour ſelves: If VOU 
S ETD. 


i Ore He, Vet CT, tf, { not / My Vit 7 77 Ted be 7 CTC TUM): 
ED int, 
TIVES Penfle . where} 27E caſt tC11 Out « o. 0] 


SAW Ut / Could & (17) 1lmolt ally thing with (30 


Prayer wn away God's Judgmems tr 
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have 4 Tree in your Orchard, or Vineyard 
that r doth only crmber the Ground, You Can 
2X look upon that Tree with Pleaſ” Ire, Wit | 
& mPplacency and Delight: No, if you 
but £ 0 by It, if you do hut caſt your Eve u | 
n it; vel, if you do but think of th 
Tre C, You a threaten} it in your Heart, ſaying 
Jo vil ew thee down ſhortly ;, Twill ro the Fi5 
21th thee C 2 4a ly. And it 1s 1n vain for 3 
ro think of perſivading of you to thew FiÞ 
Vour to the barren Fro-zree + and it tha 
ſhould perfivade, your Anfiv er 15 irrefiſtiblaþ 
It y:elds me no Profit ; it takes up room, aniifſe 


doth no good, 2 better may grow 1n it 


LOUIM-: 
Cut ut down, 


Thus when the Godly among the 7e:ſt 
cr. 14. 17.) made Prayets, that rebellioffh 
Iſrael miphr not be caſt out of th he \in 
vard, what faith the Anſiver of God > 7Þ 
15. r Thoug! Moſes ard yamuel fool! "i: 


Prele HCO 12d let {hem Oo forth. V/; 
Whara Refurion is here > Moſes anſfſe 


in Prayer. How many times did Moles t 


} 


E ii 
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en Pharaoh h:mjelf * Yea, how many 
imzs did he by Prayer preſerve W el, when 
in the Wilderneſs, (P/2/. 1cs. 3.) from 
Ne Anger and Wrath of God : Cn 15 
eckoned excellent this Way, yea, 19 excel- 
ent, that when l/7 act had done that fearful. 
Thing, as to reject the Lord, and chuſe 
hem another King, (1 Sum. 12.) he pray- 
a, and the Lord ſpared, und forgave them. 

| ut yet neither {Moſes nor $47 et cal {ave a 
Firren Fip-tree. No, though Meſes and 

$-21777e/ ſtood before me, that 15, pleading, 

Wr2uing, interceding, ſupplicaring, and be- 

Weeching, yet could they nor incline mine 
eart to this People : 


Cut it down, 


| Ah, but Lord, it is a F:g-7ree : a Figtree | 
Wit was a Thorn, or a Bramble, or a 1 Fh file, 
Wie matter would not be much ; but 1t is a 
g-tree, Or a Vine: VVell, bur mark the 
nfxer of God, Ezek. 15. 2, 3. Sor of Man, 
bt is the Vine-tree more than Th Tree, or 
0.7 a Branch that is among the 1rees of the 
* w/ ? Shall Wood be taken ther: "of 10 4 any 
te Or will Men take a Pin thereof, to 
4 any Veſſel thereon? It Trees that are 
t or planted for Fruit, bring not forth that 
Fit, there is betwixt them and the t Ces | 
C 4 i oF 
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of the Foreſt, xo Bettermyert at all, unle6 | 
the Berterment lyerh in the Trees of the ſl 
Wood, tor they are fit to build withal : but 
a Mg a6 oo Vine, rf they bring not forth 
Frait, yea, good Fruit, they are hr for no-ſ 
thing at all, but to be cur down, and prepa- ſ 
red for the Fire. And {o the Prophet goes on, 
Behold, it 7s calt 11710 the frefer fuel : rf 1: Þ 


Serve not for frutt 11 wall jerve for fuel, and 


fo the Gre deve; reth both the ends of it, and 


; 

| 
Ay, bur theſe Fip-trees and Vincs are 
Church Members, fab of Zeruſalem, 
So was the Fig tree mentioned in the Text; Ni 
[ 

) 

| 


bur what Aniwer hath God prepared for 
theſe Objections 2 Why, Ver. 6, 7. Is 
faith the ;3 d God, As *he Vine-tree among 
the Trees of the For gohich I have groen to 
the fire for fuel, jo will Tgrve the Inhabi-Þ 
rants of Jeruſalem. Ard I will {et my face 
againſt them, they foal go from one fire, and 
atother fire "ſhall d cvour them, 


Cut it down. 


The Woman that delighterh in her Gar-f 
den, 1t the _ a Slip there, ſuppoſe (1 it 
was fruitful) ſhe would not take five Pounds 
ſor it; Tet zf 7t bear no fruit, it 1t withet, 


and dwindle, and die, and turn cumber- 
ground 
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ground only, 7t may not ſland in her Garden. 
Gardens and Vineyards are Places for Fruit, | 
for Fruit according to the Narure of the | 
Plant or Flowers. Suppoſe ſuch a Slip as 1 | 
told you of before, ſhould be in your Gar- 
$den, and there die; would you let it ahide 
in your Garden 2 No, away with it, away 
with it. The Woman cometh into her 

1rden towards the Spring, where firſt ihe 

ves it a {light Caſt with her Eye; then 
ſhe ſets to gathering out the Weeds, and 
(Nettles, and Stones ; takes a Befom and 
Bfveceps the Walks : this done, the falls to 
prying into her Herbs and Slips, to ſee if 
they live, to ſee if they are likely to grow : 
Now, if ſhe comes to one that is dead, that | 
ihe is confident will not grow, up ſhe pulls 
it, and makes to the Heap of Rubbiſh with 
it, where ſhe deſpifingly cgits it down, and. 
alueth it no more than > Weedte, oraWeed, 
Yr than the Dz{t ſhe hath ſwept our of her - 
Walks. Yea,if any that ſee her {hould ſay, 

hy do you ſo? The Anſwer is ready, *Tis 
dead, tis dead at rhe root: It T had ler it ſtand, 
would but have cumbred the Ground. The 
range Slips (and alfo the dead ones) rhey 
maſt be a Heap in the Day of Grief, and of 
reſperate Sorrow, Ia. 17. 10, 11, 


GC 4 _ Git 


5 ——_—- TT LL | © Hh 


 — ____ > —— 


_ The Barren A1g-troe. 


Cut it down. 


There be zo manner of Cuttings down : 
F:(?, When a Man is caſt out of the 
Vineyard. 
Secondly, When a Man is caſt out of the 
World. 
Firſt, When a Man 1s caſt out of the 
V Ro: And thar is done 779 Ways: 
. By an immcdiate Hand cot God. 
2. By the Churches due Execution of the ſh 
- Laws and Canlures which Chriſt for that 
Purpc{ hati letr with his Church. 
F:;ji, God cuts down the barren Fig-trez 
by an immediate Hand, ſmiting his Roots, 
blaſting his py OX IS, and fo takes him a- 
way from among his People. Every Branch, 
BEE Chi, oboe brorerh ior Braie fn me, be 
(my tat her) 7 taketD away, JORN 35. 2. He 
ne th him out of the Church. he taketh him 
| way trom the Qouaty Ther: rap two thinss 
by which God akerh the barren Profefie: 
| tzom among the Children of God. 
Firlt, 17 >N1g Peluhons, 
Secondly, Of CHI Profanc: NE} 
Fr jt, By 4 ISLONU Das {uch as bc- 
guile the Soul with damnable Dotrincs 
That _—_ e irom Faith and Gcdlinels; Ita. 
66.3,4 Aiey Pave choſe their own i ay's, 
11th 
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The Barren Fig-tree. <7 
ſ1ith God, and tþerr Soul delighteth in their 
Abominations; I alſo will chuſe ther De- 
luſions,and will bring their Fears upon them, 
[| will ſmite them with Blindneſs, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Failing of Eyes, and will 
alſo ſufter the Tempter to tempt and efte<t. 
his helliſh Deſigns upon them, 2 Theff. 2.. 
to, 11, 12, God will ſend them ſtrong De- 
uſrons, that they may belrece a Lie, that 
| ey all may be damned who believe not the: 
1: 1uth, but had pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 

Secondly, yometimes God takes away; 
2 barren Profeflor by open Profaneneſs- 
There is one hath taken up a Profeſſion of: 
that worthy Name, zhe Lord Fejs Chriſt , 
but this Profettion is but a Cloak, he tecretly 
Practifeth W ickedneſs : He is a Glutton, a 
Drunkard, or Covetous, or Unclean. Wel, 
faith God, I will looſe the Reins of this Pro- 
telor, I will give him up to 7s vie Afﬀett:- 
01:5, I will looſe the Reins of his Luſts before 
him, he ſhall be entangled with his beaftly 
Liſt, he {Hall be overcome of ungodly Com- 
pany. Thus they thar turn afide to their own 
crooked Ways, P/al. 125. 5. The Lord fhall 
lead them forth with the Workers of Imguity. 
This is God's Hand immediately Gui is 
now dealing with this Man kimlelf. Barren 
g-tr ee, hearken, Thou art crowded into 2 
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Profeſſion, art got among the Godly, and 
there art a Scandal to the holy and glorious 
Goſpel; bur withal ſo cunning, that like 
the Sons of Zeruzah, thou art too hard for 


the Church: ihe knows not how to deal 
with thee. Well, ſaith God, I will deal with 


that Man my 1clf, Ezek. 14. 7, 8. T1 will 
anſwer that Man by my ſelf : he that ſets up 


his Idols in his Heart, and puts the ftum-| 
bling-Block of his Iniquity before his Face, | 


and yer comes and appears before me; 1 
will ſet my kace agatnſt that Man, and will 
make him a Sign and a Proverb; and I will 
eur him cf from the way of my People : and 
ye ſhall know that I am the Lord. 

But, Secondly, God doth ſometimes cut 


down the barren F:ig-tree by the Church, byf 


the Churches due Execution of the Laws 
and Cenfufes, which Chriit tor that Pur- 
poſe hath Icft with his Church. This is the 


Meaning of that in az. 18. 1Cor. 5. and 


that in 1 777, 1, 20, upon which now | 


 thail not enlarge. But which Way foevel 


6g dcalth with thee, O thou barren Fig: 
7ree, whether by himlelt immediately, or 
UV. his Church. it amounts to cne and the 
ot, the Exd of that Soul is Damnation 
3 ky are blatted, and withered, and gather 

nn 


= 


{iniv. bor if timely Repentance prevent 
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cd by Men, God's Enemies ; and at laſt |} 
being caſt into the Fire, burning mult be 
therr End. That which beareth Briars and 
Thorns, 1s nigh unto curſing, whoſe End is to 
Be burned, Heb. 6. 8. 

| And again, ſometimes by cyt 7t down, 
| God means, caſt ir out of the World : Thus 
| he cur down Nadab and Adbzhy, when be 
PW burned them up with Eire from Heoven, 
E Numb. 16.31, 32, 33. Thus he cut down 

Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, when he made 

the Earth to ſwallow them up. Thus he cut 

down Saul, 1 Sam. 31. 4. when be gave him 

up to fell upon the edge of his own 5 word, and 

died, Thus he cut down Ananias with Saphi- 
| ia h:s Wife, when be ſiruck them down dead 
þ in the midſi of ihs Congregation, AQs 5. 
10. I mighthere allo diſcourſe oft Abſalom, 
tlhitophel, and Fudas, who were all three 
banged : The firt by God's revenging Hand, 
the 97Þþer were given up of (od to be their 
own Executioners. Theſes were barren and 
uprontable Frg-7recs, ituch as God tcok no 
EF picature in, theretore he commanded 70 cur 
127 dow. The Pialmint faith, Pjol. 55. 9. 
Jl [iz /hall 19%e them away as wih a Whirl 
Jl 11d, both rung, and in his Wrath. 

Barren kis-tree, hearken ; God calls for 
the Ax, his Sword, bring:it hither, here is 4 

x barren 
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barren Profeſtor, Cur him down, why cum-W 


bereth be the (rod nd © 
11 hy ermbereth it the Ground? 

By thei words the Lord ſuggeſteth Rea- 
ſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt the barren 
Fie-tree:, It crmbereth the Ground, Thelf 
Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an Argument 
rl its Barr enne/s, but becauſe it is 2 Cu-Þ 
ber-around, therefore cur it down; where- Þ 
wk It muſt necds be a provocation. 

. Becauſe as much as in him lieth, he 


aifippointeth the Dehgn of God in planting | 
his V1 Inc vard; 1 looked tbat it fhould brins 


f* y 
L 4 a» 
TO! {t) A of, 1. 


Ir hath alſo abuſed his Patience, his 
Long iutcring, his three Tears Pattence. 


- Ir hath allo abuſed his Labour, his 


Pains, his Care, and Providence of Protecti- 


ON 8 Preſervation : for he hedges his Fg 
Vare 4, and walls it about. Crmber-ground, all 
t/ we thires thoz - abuſeſt. He waters his Vine- 
vard, and looks to it Night and Day, but all 
thc things thou haſt abuſed. 

Further ; Ther- Are other Reaſons © 
God S_ 114 pleature AS, 

tit, A Cunitber ground is 4 very Mock 

nd KEPIoach to Religion, a Mock and Re- 


pt reach to the Ways ot God, to the People of 


God, 


all the Trees in the Garden of God thould 
| be fruitful ; God expects Fruir, the Chxrch 
expects Fruit, the Wor/d, even the World, 
conclude that Profeflors ſhould be fruitful 272 
| good Works; 1 fay, the very World expett- 
| eth that Profeflors ſhould be better than 
themſelves : But, barren Kg-tree, thou dil- 


appointeſt all : Nay, haſt thou not learned } 
the wicked ones thy Ways? Haſt thou not } 


learned them to be more wicked by thy 


Example, ( but that's by the by : ) Barren | 
Fig-tree, thou haſt diſappointed others, and : 


muſt be diſappointed tby jelf. Cut it down, 


why cumbereth it the Ground © 


Secondly, The barren Fig-tree, takes up the 


Room where a better Tree might ſtand, 1 fay, 
it takes up the Room, it keeps, 1o long as 
it ſtands where it doth, a fruitful Tree out 
of that Place, and therefore it muſt be cxt 


down. Barren Fig-tree, Dot thou hear? 


Becauſe the Jews ſtood fruitleſs tu the Vine- 
yard ; therefore, ſaid God, Max. 21. 33, 
41. The Kingdom of Heaven ſhall he taken 


from you, and ſhall be given to a Nation that 
Hhall render him their Fruits in their Seaſon. 


The Fervs for their Barrenneſs were cut down, 


and more fruitful People put in their =—_ 
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'F God, to the Word of God, and to the Name | 
$- of Religion. It is expected of all hands, that 


< oo oo» OS. at 
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As Samnel alſo ſaid to barren Saul, 1 Sam. 
jf 15.28, The Lord bath rent the Kingdom 
|; from thee, and bath 7 t0en it tot hy Nezrghbour 
! That is better than thou. The unprofitable 
Servant mz? be caſt our, muſt be cut down, 
Mat. 25. 27. 

Cumber-ground ! How many hopeful, in- 
clinable, forward People, haſt thou by 
thy fruitleſs and unprofitable Life , kept 
ont of the Vincyard of God ? For thy ſake 
have the people, ſtumbled at Religion ; 
by thy Life have they been kept from the 
Love of their own Salvation. Thou haſt 


and of quenching, and killing weak begin- 
ninzs, Well, barren Frg-tree ! lookto thy 
{ ſelf, (thou wilt not go to Heaven thy {ſclt, 
| and thcm that would thou hindereſt ; ) Thou 

-muſt not always cumber the Ground, nor 
always hinder the Salvarion of others : Thou 
{halt be cut down, and another ſhall be 
planted in thy room. 

Thirdly, T he cumber-ground 184 Sucker, 
he draws av ay the Hearr and Nouriſhment 
from the other Trees. Were the Cumber- 
grouvd cat down, the other would be more 
fruitful ; he draws away that tatneſs of the 
ground to himſclf, that would make the 
other more hearty and fruittul. One 627- 

nes 


| 


| been alſo a means of hardening others, || 
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ner deftroyeth much good , Ecclel. 9. 18. 
The Cumber-ground is a very Droan 1n 
the Hive, that eats up the Honey that 
| ſhould feed the labouring Bee; he 1s a 
| Thief in the Candle, that waſteth the Ta/- 
| /ow, but giveth no Light ; he is the znſavory 
| Salr, thar is fit for nought but the Dunghil. 
' Looktoit Barren Fig-rree. 
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And he anſwering, ſaid unto him, Lord, {| 
let it alone this Year alſo, until I ſhall 
dig about it, and dung it; and if it _ 
bear Fruit, well, and if not, then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it down, Ver. 


©, 9. 


Heſe are the Words of the Drefler of | 
the Vineyasd, who, I told you, is Fe- | 

ſus Chriſt, (tor he made interceſſion for the 
Tranſgreflors.) And they contain a Petiti- 
on, preſented to an oftended Juftice, pray- 
ing thar a little more Time and Patience 
might be exerciſed towards the Barren 
Cumber-ground Frg-7ree. 

In this Petition, there are Sx things con- 
[:derable: ; 

E:7/i, That Juſtice might be jen 
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| - O that Juſtice might be deferred. Lord, let 
if it 2/o7e, RC. 2 while longer. 
i Secondly, Here 1s Irme prefixed, as a 
þ ſpace to try, it more Means wz// cre a bar- * 
j ren Fig-tree. Lord, let it alone this Tear 
al[9. 
I 1h:rdly, The Means to help it, are pro- 
' poundeil,z2777/ I ſhall dig about it,and dune it. 
Forrthly, Here is alſo an infinuation of 
\ a Suppolition, that by thus doing, God's 
expectation may be anſwered; And zf 7t 
bear Fruit, well. 

Fifthly, Here is a Suppokhtion that the 
barren Fig tree may yet abide barren, when 
Chriſt hath done what be wi!/l unto it; and if 
it bear Fruit, &Cc. ; 
 Szxthly, Here is at laſt a Reſo/u797, that 
W if thou continue barren, hewrmng Days will 
| come upon thee. And if it bear Fruit, well : 
t Ard if not, then after that thou ſhalt cut 1t 
| down. 
th But to proceed according to my former 
| Method, by way of Expoſition. 


Lord, let it alone this Year alſo. 


_ Here is aſtoniſhing Grace indecd, aſto- 
niſhing Grace ! I ſay, that the Lord Jefus 
thould concern himlſcli with a barren Erpg- 

IXCE ; 
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tree; thatheſhould Rep in to ſtop the blow 
from a barren Fig-tree. True, He ftopt the 
blow bur for a time; But, why d:d be [top zt 
at all * Why did not he fetch out the Ax ? 
Why did he not do Execution? Why did not 
| he cut it down? Barren Frg-iree ! Tis well for 
| thee that there is a Jeſus atrGod's right Hand, 
| a Jeſus of that largenels of Bowels, as 70 
| have compaſſion for a barren Fig-tree elle 
Tuſtice had never let thee alone to cumber 
| the Ground as thou haſt done. 
| act alſo had ſinned againit God, down they 
| had gone but that Moilts food in the Breach, 
| Exod. 32.10. Let me alone, ſaid God to 
him, that I may confizme them ina moment, 
and I will make of thee a great Nation. Bar- 
| ren Fig-rree, doſt thou hear * Thou knoweſt 
| rot how ottthe Hand of Divine Juſtice hath 
bn up to Itrike, and how many years 
| ince thou hadft been car down, had not 
ictus caught hold of his Father's Ax. Let 
ms alone, let me fetch my Blow, or cut zt 
down, wy cumbereth it the ground ® Wilt 
thou not hear yet, Barren Erig-tree 2 Wilt 
tou provoke ftill2 Thou haſt wearted 
Hen, and provoked the 
And wilt thou weary my God alſo ? Ia. 7. 13. 
Lord,let it alone this Tear.) 


Lord, 
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Juſtice of God; 
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Lord, a little longer, let's not loſe a Soul 


for want of means ; I w21/ try, I will ſee if 
I can make it fruitful, T wz/7 not beg a long 
Life, nor that it might ſtill be barren, and 
1o provoke thee. I beg for the ſake of the 
Soul, the ?mmortal Soul, Lord fpare it, oe 
year on!y, one year longer, ths year alſo; if 


I doany Good to it, it will be 272 /:77/e 77me. 


Thou 1halt not be over-wearied with wait- 
ing ; one year, and then. © 

Barren Fig-tree, doſt thou hear whar 
friving there is between the V7ne-dreſſer 
and the {H{z5bandman, for thy Lite. Cut 1t 
down, Tays one; Lord, ſpareit, ſaith ano- 
ther: "17s a Cumber-ground, ſaith the Fa- 
ther; one year longer prays the Son, Let 27 
alone this year alſo. 


Untz! I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 

The Lord Jeſus by theſe Words ſuppoſeth 
two things, as Cauſes of the want of Fruit 
in a Barren Fig-tree , and 7wo things he ſup- 
poſeth as a Kemedy. 

The things that are a cauſe of want of 
Fruit, are, 

i. 'Tzs Earth bound; Lord, the Fig-tree 
is Earth-bound. 

2. A want of warmer Means, cf fatter 


MT” Where- 
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Wherefore accordingly he propound- 


eth 

Firſt, To looſen the Earth, to dig about 
| iT. 
| Secondly, And then to ſupply it with 
\ Dung, 10 dig about it, and dung it. Lord, 
| let it alone this year alſo, until I ſhall aig 
about it, I doubt it is too much ground- 
| bound ; The love of ithzs World, and the 
decertfulneſs of Riches, (Luke 14.) lye too 
| cloſe to the Roots of the Heart of this Pro- 
| fſſor. The love of Riches, the love of 
| Honours, the love of Pleaſures, are the 
| Thorns that choak the Word, 1 Fohn 2. 
15, 16. for all that 3s in the World, the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eyes, 
ond the Pride of Life, are not of the Father, 


| but enmity to God. How then (where theſe 


| things bind up the Heart,) can there be 
Fruit brought forth to God 2 Barren Frg- 
| tree, ſee how the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very 
| words,{fuggelteth the cauſe of thy fruitleſneſs 
of Soul. The things of this World Jye vo 
cloſe to thy Heart ;, the Earth with its things 
have bound up thy Roots : thou art an Earth- 
bound Soul, thou art wrapt up in thick Clay; 
If any Man love the World, the love of the 
Father 7s not tn him : How then can he be 


fruitful inthe Vineyard 2 This kept Fullag, 
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from the Fruit of caring for the poor, 70h. 
12, 6. This kept Demas from the Fruit of 
Self-dental, 2 1m. 4. 10. And this kept 
Ananras and Saphira his Waite, from the 
goodly Fruit of Sincerity and Truth, 47s 

5, 10, What ſhall I ſay, The/e are fooliſh 
| and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in De- 
| ſirudon and Perdition ; for the love of Me- 
' ney zs the root of all Euil, 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. 
How then can good Fruit grow from ſuch a 
Root, the Root of all Evil> Whzch, while 
ſome covet aſter, they have erred from the 
Faith, and pierced themſelves through with 
many Sorrows, Itis an evil Root, nay, it 1s 
the Roct of all Evil: how then can the Pro- 


| © feſlor that hath ſuch a Root, or a Root 


wrapd up in fuch earthly things, as the 
Luflts, and Pleaſures, and. Vanities of this 
World, bring forth Fruit to God ? 


Until Tfhatl [dig] about zt. 


Lord, I will looſe his Roots, I wi! drg 
up this Earth, | will lay lis Roots bare; my 
land ſhall be upon kim by Sickneſs, by 
Diſappointments, by croſs Providences ; 1 
will dig about him until he ftands inaking 
and tottering, until he be ready to all : 
then, if ever, he will ſeek to take _ 
| ho1Gs 
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hold. Thus, I ſay, deals the Lord Jeſus 
oft-times with the barren Profeffor ; he drg- 
geth about him, he ſmiteth one blow at his 
Heart, anotþer blow at his Luſts, a :h:7d at 
his Pleaſures, a forth at his Comforts, ano- 
ther at his Selt-conceitednels; thus he dig- 
geth about him : This is the way to take bad 
Farth trom his Roots, and to: looſen his 
Roots from the Earth. Barren Fip-tree, 
{ce here the Care, the Love, the Labour and 
\ Vay, which the Lord Jeſus, the Dal 

of the Vineyard, 1s fain to take with» 
it haply thou mayeſt be made iruitful, 


Cntil I ſhall dig about it, and dung] zt. 


As the Earth, by binding the Roots too 
clotely, may hinder the Tree's being fruit- 
tl; 1o the want of better Means may be 
a1ſo a cauſe thereof. And this is more than 
intimated by the Drelter of the Vineyard, 
ntl I hail dig about 7t, and dung it, | will 
 lupply it with a more tfroitful Miniſtry, with 
1 warmer VVord, I will give them Paſtors 
after mine own Heart, IT will dung them. 
You know Dwurg is 4 more warm, more fat, 
more hearty, and ſuccouring Matter, than 
!5 commonly the place in which Trees are 
planted. P 

[ 1 
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T will dig about it, and dung it, I will 
bring it under aneart-awakeningMiniſtry | 
the Means of Grace /ha/l be fat, and good, 


1 will alſo vitit it with Heart-awakening, 


Heart-warming, Heart-encouraging Confi- 
derations; I will apply warm Dung to z7s 
Roots; I will ſtrive with him by my Spi- | 
rit, and give him ſome taſtes of the Hea- 
venly Gift, and the Power of the World to 
come. Iam lorh to loſe him for want cf 
ging; Lord, /ct 77 alone this year alſo, 
el I ſhall dig about it, and dung it. 
And if it bear Fruit, well.] 

And if the Fruit of all my Labour makes 
the Fig-tree fruitful, I thall count my 
Time, my Labour and Means well beftow- 
ed upon it; and thou allo, O my God, 
ſhalt be therewith much delighted : For 
thou art gracious and merciful, and repent- 
eft thee of the Evil whiah thou threatneſt to 
bring upon a People. 

Theſe Words therefore inform us, that if 
2 Barren Fig-tree, a Barren Profeflor, {hall 
now at laſt bring forth to God, it ſhall go 
well with that Proieffcer, it ſhall go well 
with that poor Soul. His former Barren- 
nels, his former tempting of God, his abule 
of God's Patience and Long luttering ; by 

mil- 
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miſ-ſpending Year after Year, ſhall now be 
all forgiven him. Yea, God the Father, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will now paſs by, 
and forget all, and fay, We!! done, at the laſt. 
When] ſay tothe wicked, O wicked Man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely ate, it he then do that which 
is lawful and right, if he walks in the Sta- 
tutes of Life, without committing Iniquity, 
he {hall ſurely live, he ſha/l not die,Ezek.18. 
21. Barren Fig-tree, dof? zhou hear £ The 
| Ax is laid to thy Roots, the Lord Jeſus 
prays God to ſpare thee : Hath he been dzg- 
211g about thee ? 
thee, O barren Fig-tree 2? Now thou art come 
to the Point; ifthou ihalt now become good, 
it thou ſhalt after a gracious manner ſuck in 
the Goſpel-dung, and if thou {halt bring 
forth Fruit unto God, well; but it not, 
the Fire is the laſt, Fruit, or the Fire, 
Fruit, or the Fire, Barren Fig-tree. If zz 
bear Fruit, well. 


And if not, then after that thou ſhalt 
cut 1t down. 


And if not, &c. The Lord by this TI}, 
giveth us to underſtand, that there is a Uc- 
neration of Profefiors in the World, that 
are incurable, thar 1oz// not, that cannot Tre- 


penr, nor be profitted by the means of | 
Grace: ..*; 


Hath he been dungng of 


NE” SNL 


2 The Varren Fig:-tree. 
Grace: A Generation, I fay, that will re- 
tain a. Profefiion, but will not bring forth | 
fruits: A Generation that will wear out 
the Patience of God, Time and Tide, 
Threatnings and Interceihons, Judgments 
and Mercies; And after all, will be un- 
frunful. 
O the deſperate VVickedneſs that is in thy 
Heart: Barren Protelior, Doſt thou hear? 
. the Lord Jeſus ftands yet 77 doubr about thee ! 
There. is an [zf] ſtands yer 7n the way, | 
tay, the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in doubt about 
thee, whether at laſt thou wilt be good; 
whether he may not labour in vain ; whe- 
ther his digging and dunging will come 
to more than loſt Labour. I gave her ſpace 
to repent, and ſhe "on Aot, REV. 2. 21, 
| digged about it, | dunged it; I gained 
Time, and ſupplicd it with Means; but I 
Jaboured herein in vain, and fohent my 
Strength for noughr, and in vain. Dott thou 
hear, barren Fig-tree? There 1s yet a Que-K 
tion, TWhether '7w7l] be wel! with thy Soul at 
laſt © 
There 1s nothing more exaſperaring t9 

the Mind of a Man, than to find qgll his 
Kindneis and Favour fhghted : Newher 15Þ 
the Lord Jclus 15 provoked with anv thing, 
as when Sinncrs abuſe his Means ot Grace : 

0 | : 
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Tf it be barren and fruitleſs under my Go- 
ſel ; if it turn my Grace into Wanton- 
the; if after digging, and dunging, and 
(waiting, it yet remain untruittul, I will let 
> bee cut 7t down. 
-| Goſpel-means applied, 1s the /a/? Remedy 

for a barren Profeſlor ; if the Goſpel, it the 
[Grace of the Goſpel will not-do, there can © | 
 Þ: nothing expected, bur ct 77 down, Ihen % 
' (frer that thou ſhalt 'ent it down. Þ*E 
| 0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, bo hat killeft - 
Lc Prophets, and ſtoneſt them 1hat are ſent 
; ito thee, how often would T have gathered 
-M'y Children together, as an Hen gathereth 
Mr Chickens underber Wings, and ye would 
eo! * Therefore your Houſes are left unto 
. ſo deſolate, Matth. 23. 37, 38. Yet it : 
1 $:innot be, but that this Lord Jelus, who at 
Ic, did put a ſtop to the execution of his 
/ Father's Juſtice, becauſe he deſired to try . 


u ore Means with the Frg-772e « TI fay, it - 7 
-$innot be, but that an Heart fo full of Com- "N 


t Fattion, a#Þz5 z5.,. ſhould be touched, to be-. SA 

old this Profeflor muſt now be cut down, _Z3 
0Þ--k. 19. 41, 42. 4nd when be was come +4 
Sear, be beheld the City, and wept over 1, 
58:72, If thou hadſt known,even thou,at leafs 
? this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
 Yeace;, but now they are bid from thine 
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l Afier that, thou ſhalt cut it down." 

' © When Chriſt groerhrhee over, there is 70 

Interceflor, 70 Mediator, 720 more Sacrifice 

|. tor Sin: allis gone but Zudgment,. but the 

|' Ax, hut @ certain fearful looking for of F 
' -Fudgment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhal! Ns 
wo devour the Adverſarics, Heb. 10. 26, 27, 
* 


28. 
th Barren Fig-tree, take heed that thou 
-- . comeſt not to rheſe /aft words, for theſe 
”. words are 2 g:ve-yp, a caft-un, a caſt-up 
f: ofa Caſt-way; Afrer that thou. ſhalt cut 
ly Zr down. They are as much as if Chriſt had 
| . Taid, Father, I beggd for more 77me for this 
& barren Profeſſor; I begged until I /hould dig 
f' about it, anddung it: But:now, Father, 
the z7me zs out, the Year is ended.rthe Summer 
' - Fs ended, and no good dene. I have alſo 
i tryed with my Means, with the Goſpel; 1 
have digged about it,] have laid alſo the fa? 
/ and hearty dung of the Goſpel to it; but 
| - all comes to nothing. Father, I deliver up 
E - this Profeflor to thee again, I have doe, 1 
| .havedore all, I have done praying, and en- 
. deavouring ; I w:l/ hold the head of thine 4x 
nolonger : Take him into the Hands of 
:Juftice, do Juſtice, do the Law. T z2// never 
beg for him more. After that, thou ſhalt cut 
- SES ;t 
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; dow, "Wo untothem when 1 depart ſom 
em, Hof. 9. 12, *Now is this Profeſſor le 
uked indeed, naked to God, naked to Sa- 
, to vin, to the Law, to Death, to Hell, 
uked to Judgment, and to the Gripes of 47 
zuilty Conftience, and to the Torment of - -4 
it Worm that never dies, and to that. 
ire that never ſhall be quenched, / Heb. © 
I See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeak, 
b; for of they:eſraped nor, who refuſed Di * 
S  ſpake- on Earth;much more ſhall not we 
cape, if we turn away from him that /} FE 
h from Heaven, From this briet Paſs 


rough this chris? you have theſe 1700 g&- ” 5-4 5 


ral Obſervations...” 
t:7/?, That event ; TE 
God cries out, : "Cannit endure to wait on 
us barren Profeſſor #ny longer ,, thien Jeſus 
hriſt intercedes for a /7t4/e more:Patience, 
da /irtle more firiving with this Profeſſor, 
pollible he may make him a fruitful Pro-  - 
or : Lord, /ct 7t alone this year alſo, avs, 
I ſhall di g about it, and dung it; and f-; 
bear Frutt. well, We. | rl 
Secondly, There are ſome Profcſiors whoſe . Reg"; 
ly of Grace will end with Cuz 7t down, ©» 
<h Judgment; when Chrift by his Means, : 
th beer uſed for their Salvation. 
The Fr7ſt of theſe Objervations I (halt 
RE” DF: Pais, 
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76 The Barren Fig-tree. 
paſs, and not meddle at all therewith ; But 1 
© ſhall briefly ſpeak to the Second, to wit, / 
iS That there are ſome Profeſſors, whoſe Day JI," 
Fit of Grace will end with Curt it down, with | 
(: Fudement, when Chriſt by bis Means hath 
7 been uſed for their Salvation. _ | 
| This the Apoſtle ſheweth in that third I 
- Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, if 
where he tells us.that the People of the Zeros, i] 
aficr a forty years Pattence, and endeavour 
to do 'em good by the Means appointed tor 
- that purpoſe, their End was to be cur down, 
or excluded the Land of Promiſe for their. 
final Incredulity ; $9 we fee they ccrld not 
enter in, becauſe of Unbelicf. Wherefore, 
faith he, I was grieved with that Genera 
tron, and ſaid, they do always err in their 
Hearts, and they have- not known my Ways: 
So 1 ſware in my Wrath, they ſhall nct en- 
ter into my_Reſl. As who inould ſay, 1 
would they {ſhould have entred in, and for 
that purpoſe I brought them out of Egypr, 
| - them through the Sea, and tavght 
= .uemin the Wilderneſs; bur they d1d not 
Ek anſwer my Work nor Defigns in that mat- 
ter : wheretore, they ſhall nor, I fware ticy 
thall not; I /wore 77 my Wrath, they ſhowld 
not enter into my Reſt: Here is cutting 
gown:with Judgment, So again, Chap. 4. he 
tn, . j1ith, 


It 
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ſaith, As I have ſworn in my Wrath, if they 
Jha!l enter into my Reſt, although the Works 


were finiſhed from the Forndation of the 


World, Heb. 4 2:3, 4 This Word [ z7fJ 
is the ſame with [zhey ſha! not} in the 
Chapter before. And where he ſaith, 4/- 
though theWorks were finiſhed from ihe foun- 
dation of the World, he giveth us to un- 
deritand, that whar- preparations ſfoever are 


made for the Salvation of Sinners, and of ' 


how long continuance ſoever they are, yet 


the God-tempting, God-provoking, and . ? 
fruitleſs Profeſſor, is like to go without a. 


C 


nd from the Foundation of the World. 
Jude 5. 6. 1 will therefore put you in remems 
brance, though ye once knew this, bow. 
that the Lord having ſaved the People out © 


of the Land of Egypt, afterwards deſtroyed 
them that believed not. And the Angels 
that kept not their firſt Eſtate.but left their 
own Habitation, he hath reſerved 1n ever- 


* 


ſtance to propoſe, an Inſtance of Men. and 
Angels : 


D 3 


” 


ale 
1; 
7 


laſting Chains under Darkneſs, umo. the 
Fudgment of the Great Day. Here is an In- - 
Men ſaved out of the Land of E=_=7 
eypr, and in their Journey towards Canaan,” 
the Type of Heaven, cut down; Angels * 
created and placed in rhe Heavens in great* . - 
tate .* #4 
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State and Principality : yet both theſe, becauſe 
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- Ipecteth an Act of the Church, &c. And 


- according to the Obſervation, 1here be /oe 
* Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace will end with 


tempts and Endeavours to make it fruitful, 


Days of Grace, Oppporrunities of Grace, 


F thou ſhalt cut it down. 
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unfruitful to God in their places, were c 
down ; the Men deftroyed by God, (for {6 
Jaith the Text) and the Angets reſerved in 
everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs, zo the 
Fudpment of the great Day. 

Now, in my handling of this Point, | 
ſhall diſcourſe of the cutting down, or the 
Judgment here denounced, as it reſpecteth 
the doing of it by God's Hand immediate- 
ly,and that too, with reſpect to his caſt:ng 
them out of the World; and pot as it re- 


as to this cutting down, or Judgment, it 
muſt be concluded;that it cannot be before the 
Day of Grace be paſt with the Fig-tree, but 


Curt it down; and according to the words 
of the Text, Ther [after that} thou ſhalt cut 
zt down : After that, that is, after all my At- 


after I have left it, given it over, done with 
it, and have reſolved to beſtow no more 


andMeans of Grace upon it; then,ofzer that 


Beſides, the g/ving vp of the F/g-rree, is 
before the Execution. Execution is not al- 
| Ways 
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for that comes with an Aﬀer-word : Then - 


ways preiently on the Sentence given; for * 
after that a convenient Time is thought on, 

and then is cati77g down : And 1o it 1s here 
in the Text. The Decree, chat it ſhall pe- } 
rith, is gathered from its continuing fruitlels } 
all the laſt Year, andat the end cfall En-. } 
deavours: But cutii7e down 1S not yet, 


after that thou ſhalt cut it down. | 
So then, that I may orderly proceed with 4 
the Obſervation, I muſt lay down theſe two 
Propoſitions. J 
rop. 1. That the Day of Grace ends 
wth ſome Men before God takes them out of” \ 
this World, And, be 
Prop. 2. The Death, or cutting down of *. 
ſuch Men, will be dreadful. For this cut 2 * 
down, When it is underſtood in the largeſt * 
{enſz, (as here indeed it ought,) it ſheweth, ' 
not only the Wrath of God againſt a Man's. - 
Lite in this World, buthis Wrath againſt 
him Body and Sonl; and*is as much as to ' 
{1y,Cut him oft from all the Priviledges ard -; 
Beneiits that come by Grace, both in this ©! 
World, and that which is to come. . -' ; 
But to proceed, The Day of Grace ends !: 
with ſome Men before God taketh them out 
of this World. ES.” 
I ſhall give you ſome Inſtanres of this, *: 
D4. ard + 
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and ſo go on to the laſt Propofition. 
Firſt, 1 Thall inſtance in Cazz ; Carr was 
2 Profeffor. GURh.-4: 3-).4 Sacrificer, a 
Worſhippcr of God, DES the firſt Wor- 
ſhipper that we read of after the Fall ; but 
his Grapes were wild ones, Ge. 4. 5. S. b;; 
Works were evil, he did not _— Ret he did 
from true Goſpel metives ; thcretore God 
diſallowed his Work, At Ns his Coun- 
tenance falls: Wherefore he envies his Bro- 
rher, diſputes him. takes his opportunity 


and kills him. Now in the day he did this 


att,were the Heavens cloſed up againſt him, 


and a at bimielt did ſraartingly and feartiully 


feel, vhen God made Inquifition for the 
ood $67 abel; And now curſed (aid God 
Jhait thou be from the Earth, which bat 
np her Mouth to recerce thy Brother's 
lood from thy Hand, &c. Gen. 4.8, 11, 


F* T2, 13, 14. JAJnd Cain ſaid, My Puniſh- 


ment is greater than I can bear : Mine Int- 
gutty 7s greater than that it may be forgroen. 
Bebold, thou haſt driven me out this Day 


Jrom the Face f the Ear zh, ard from thy 


Face /hall I be hid, Now thou art curſed, 


Jaith Gad. Thou haſt driven me out this 


Day. faith Cuz, and from thy Face {hall 


Ws | by hid : I ſhall never more have Hope in 


thee, Emil from thee, nor expect Mercy 
at 


- 
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at Eh Hand. Thus therefore, Ca/r's Day 
of Grace ended, and the Heavens, with 
 BGod's own Heart, were ſhut up againſt him + 
yet after this, he lived long, Ger. 4. 10. 
Cutting down was not come yet ; after this 
he lived to marry a Wife, ver/. 17, to be- 
zt a curſed Brood, to build a City, (and 
what not 2) all which could not be quickly 
lone: Wherefore Cazz might live after the 
Day of Grace was paſt with him, ſeveral 
huncred years. | 

Secondly, I ſhall inſtance in Ihmael, Gen: 
I7. 25, 26. Iſhmael was a Profellor, was 

rought up in Abraham's Family, and was » 4 
circumciſed at zÞ7rzeer years of Age, Gen.16,. -* 
12, But he was the Son of the Eond-woman, 
he brought not forth good Fruit, he was a 

wild Profejjor : For all his R cligion, he 
would ſcott at thoſe that were better than © -: 
himſelf, Well, upon a day . his Brother ©. 7 
Iſaac. was weandd, at which rime his _ 
Father made a Feaſt, 2nd rejoiced before -  *4 
the Lord, for that he had given him the _ 
Promiſed Son ; ot zh1's Iſhmael mocked them, 
their Son, and Godly rejoicing, Them 
came the Spirit of God upon Sarah, .. 
and tne cried, Calt bim out cait out tÞis. G9, } 
Bund=w0147N and her Son for: :2he 'Son 0f 4 
this Bond-woman ſhall not ve Heir wath 


'Ds 
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my Son, with lNaac, Gen. 21. 9, 1H, 11, 
Now Pal to the Galatians, ( Chap. 4. 29, 
30, 31.) makes this caſting out to be, not 
only a caſting out of Abraham's Family, 
but a caſting out allo from e Lot with the 
" Garnts in Heaven. Allo Moſes giveth us a 
notable proof thereof, in ſaying, that when 
he died, he was gathered to his People, 
Gen. 25. 17. his People by his Mothers 
fide; for he was reckoned from her. the 
Son of Hegar ,-the - Son of the Bond-wo 
man. Now the was deſcended from the Egyp- 
#7ans, Gen. 21.9. So that he was gather 
- ed when he died, notwithſtanding his Pro- 
 Felſion, to the place that Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt were gathered to, who were drowned 
in the Red Sea; theſe were his People, and 
he wasof them, both by Nature and Dif: 
politicon, by perſecuting as they did; But 
now, When dd the Day of Grace end wit 
this Man © Obſerve, and I will ihew you : 
J/hmaet was thirteen years old when he was 
circumciſed ;, and then was Abraham ninet 
years old and nine, Gen. 17. 24, 25, 26. 
The next year 1/auc was born, So that I/- 

_ *-mael was now jourteen Years of Age. Now 
when 1/22c was weaned, (ſuppoſe he ſuck'c 

. four Years) by that account, The Day 
Grace muſt be ended with Iihmael, by that 

| Te. 1: 
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time he was eighteen years old, Gen. 25. 12, 
&c. * For that day he mocked, that day it 
th was ſaid, Caft him owt; and of that cating : 
"| out the Apoſtle makes what I have aid. : 
'S Beware ye young barren Profeſſors. . Now: - 
i I/pmaecl lived an hundred and nineteen years 3 
after this, in great Tranquillity and Honour: 4 
? 

e 


with Men: After this he alſo begat zwelve + 
Tn, even after his Day of Grace .was:..z 
417. 4 
: Thirdly, 1 ſhall inſtance E/az, Gem. 25s -. 
27, &c. Eſaualſo was. a Profeſſor, -he was. 
born unto I/zac, and circumciſed according - 7: 
to the Cuſtom : But E/au was a gameſons +» 
Profeſſor, an Huntſman, a Man of the Field ;. .. 
alſo he was wedded to his Luſs, which he--; 
did alſo venter to keep, rather than the:»-: 
Birth-right. Well, upon a day where he - :] 
came from hunting, and was faint, he ſold.: 
| his Birth-right to Facob his Brother, : Now :7: 
the Birth-right, in thoſe days, had the Pro--.. 1 
miſe and Blelſing annexed ro it, - Yea, they --:4 
were ſo entailed in this, that the one cauld' 2 
not go without the other; wherefore the : 
Apoftle's Caution: is here of weigit, Heb, © 4 
12. 16, 17. Take beed, faith he, /eft there -.> 
be among you a Fornicator, or profane Per fon;} - i 
as Eſau, who for one morſel of. Ment fold bis. ot 
Birth-right : for ye enowbowthat -aftermara's- - } 
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when he would have inherited the Bleſſing, 
he was rejedted; for be found no place of Re- 
pertance, though he fought it carefully with 
Tears, Now the ending of K/ars Day 
of Grace is to be reckoned from his ſelling 
of his Birth-right : For there the Apoſtle 
points it, leſt there be among you any, that 
like E/az, iels his Birth-right ; for then 
goes hence the Bletling alſo. 
But Ea: 573d his Birth-right long before 
his Death. Iwerty Years atter this 7acob 
was with Lavap, (Gen. 31. 41. and 32. 6.) 
and when he returned home, his Brother 
F,/ait met him. Further, after this, when 
Zacos dwelt again tome time with his Fa- 
cher, then 7acob and Efaz buried him. 1 


ſuppoſe ( Ger. 35. 283, 29.) he might live 
above erty, yea, lor ought + know, above 
@ 


fouxfcore years after he had fold his Birth- 
right, and ſo conſequently had put himſelf 
out of the Grace of God. 

Three things I would further note upon 
thel> three Profeflors. | 

Firft, Cain an angry Profelior, I/hmaela 
mockivg one, Ffau a luitul, gameſome 
one : Three Symproms of a barren Profeflor. 
For he that can be angry, and that can 
mock, and that can indulge his Luſts,” can- 
not bring torth Fruit to God. 

..- Secondly, 


Oe Wt ei. 25a. - 
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Secondly, The Day. of Grace ended with 
theſe Profeflors, at that time when they 
committed ſome grievous Sin; as Carr, 
when he killed his Brother ; I/>mae/, when 
he mocked at I/aac &c. and Efar, when 
our of love to his Lufſts, he deſpiſed, and 
ſold his Birth-right. Beware, barren Pro- 
fellor ; Thou mayſt do that in half a quar- 
ter of an hour, from the Evil of which tho 
maiſt not be delivered for ever and ever. - 

Thirdly, Yet theſe three, after their Day 
of Grace was over, lived better Lives, as to 
outward things, than ever they did before. 


Cain, after this, was Lord ofa City, Gen. £ 
4. 17. Iſhmael was, after this, Father of , 


ttochove Princes, Gen. 25. 16. and Eſau, af- 
ter this, told his Brother, 1 baugenough, My 
Brother , keep that thou haſt to thy ſelf, 


Chap. 33.18, 9. Eaſe, and Peace, and a 
Proſperous Life in Outwards, are no fign of 


the Favour of God to a barren and fruitleſs 


Profeflor; but rather of his Wrath, that 


thereby he may be capable to treaſure up 
more Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath, and 


Revelation of the righteous Fudgement of God, 7 

Let thus much ſerve for the proof of the- © 
#irjt Propoſition, namely, That the” Day. of | + 
Grace ends with ſome Men, before God takes. } 


them out of this World. ' 
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Now then to thew you, by ſome Signs, 
how you may know that the Day of Grace 
is ended, or near to endmmg, with the barren 
Profetior; And after that thou ſhalt. cut it 
down. | 

Firſt, He that hath ſtood it out againſt 
God, and withſtood all thoſe Means for 
Fruit, that God uſed for the making of him 
(ifit might have wo a fruitful Tree in 
his Garden, 1s in this danger ; and this in- 
deed.is the Sum of the Parable, The Fig- 
tree here mentioned, was Bleſſed with the 

{ - Application of Means, had time allowed it 
# \ - to receive the Nouriſhment ; but it out- 
food, withftood, overftood - A//, A/I that 
the Husband-man or the Vine-dreſſer did. 


STgns of being paſt Grace. 


But a little diſtinctly to particularize in. 
four or froe Particulars. 

Firſt S727. The Day of Grace is like to 
be paſt, when a Profeſſor hath withſtood, 
abuſed, and worn out God's Paitence ; then 
he is in danger, this is a Proyocation; then 
God cries, Cut it down. There are ſome 
Men- that Rkeal into Profeflion, 70 body 
Rnows how ;, even as this. Fig-tree was 

| brought into the Vineyard, by other Hands | 
 ' than Gcd's; and there they abide lifeleſs, 


- graceleſs.carcleſs, and without any good Con- | 
ſerence 10 God at all. Perhaps they camein 
for the Loaves, for a Trade, for Credit, for } 
a Blind; or it may be to ſtifle and choak 
the Checks, and grinding Pangs of an awa- + 
kened and diſquieted Conſcience. Now 
having obtain'd their purpoſe, /r&e ihe Sin- 
ners of Sion, they are. at caſe, and lecure,,. 
ſaying, like Agag,- 1 Sam. 15. 32. . Surely, | 
the bitterneſs of Death zs paſt; Iam well, 
{hall be ſaved, and go to Heaven : Thus in | 
theſe vain Conceits z7 /pends a Year, two'or 
three; not remembring that at every Sea- 
ſon of Grace, and at every Opportunity. of 
the Goſpel, the Lord comes ſeeking Friat. | 
Well, Sinner, well Barren Frg-tree, this is | 
but a coarſe beginning: God comes for : 
Fruit, What have I here, faith God 2 -* 
What a Fig-tree is this, that hath ftood this. | 
Year in my Vineyard, and brought me forth _ 
no Fruit? I- will cry unto him, Profeſſor ! ! 
Barren Fig-tree, be fruitful! I look for | 
Fruit, I expeC& Fruit, I muſt have Fruit, 
therefore bethink thy ſelf. At theſe the Pro- { 
teſſor pauſes ; but theſe are Words, not -; 
Blows, therefore off goes this Confideration * 
from the Heart. hen God comes' the. | 
next Year, he finds him ſtill as he was, a. | 
barren, traitlefs Camber-ground, find'nom "gf 


© ge 


E353 The Batrett Fig-tree. - 
again he complains, here are zo Tears gone, 
and no Fruit appears: Well, I will defer 
mine Anger for my Name fake, 1/2.. 48. 9. 
Twill defer mine Anger for my Praiſe, I twill 
refrain jrom thee, that I cut thee not off (1s 
yet.) Iwill wait, I will yet wait to be gra- 
cious. But this helps not, this hath not the 
leaſt Influence upon the Barren Fig-tree : 
Tzhh, ſaith he, hereis no Threatning : God 
zs merciful, he will defer his Anger, I/2.30. 

18. He waitsto be gracious: TI am not yet 

F oafraid. O how do ungodly Men, that crept 

unawares into the Vineyard, 777 the Grace 

of our God imo Laſcrownſneſs! Well, he 

comes the third Year for Fruit, as he did be- 

fore, but ſtill he finds byt 2 barren Fig-rree : 

No Fruit: Now he cries out again, O thoz 

Dreſſer of my Vineyard, come hither, here's 

a Frg-rrcee hath ſtood theſe rhree Years in 

my Vineyard, and hath at every Seaſon dit- 

' appointed my Expectation, for I have look- 

"ed for Fruit in vain; Cut zt down, ry*Pa- 

« tience is worn out, I ſhall wart on this Fig- 

' *:ee no longer. 

= _ 2. And now he begins: to ſhake the Fig- 

© tree with his Threatnings; fetch our the 

x. *Now the Ax is Death, Deuth there- 
-: Tore is called for; Dearth, come imite me 
= this Figtree. And withal, the Lord ma 
3 | | $ T1S 
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this Sioner, and whirls him upon a Sick- | 
bed;MAying, Take him Death, he hath abu- 
ſed my Patience and Forbearance, not re- 
membring that it ſhould have led him to 
Repentance. and to the Fruits thereof. Dearh, 
fetch away this Frg-tree to. the Fire, ferch 
this barren Profeficr-to Hell. At this,Death 
comes with grim Looks into the Chamber ; 

yea, and Hell tollows with him to the Bed- 
fide, and borh: ftare this Profeſſor in the _ 
Face, yea, bggin to Iay hands upon him ; 
one ſmiting him with Pains in his Body, 
with Head-ach, Heart-ach, Back-ach, Short- - 
nels of. Breath, Fainting, Qualms, "Trem-. 
bling of Joints, Stopping at the Cheſt, and 
almoit all the Symptoms of a Man paſt all 


recovery. Now while Dearh is. thas . tor-' "5 


menting the Body, He// is doing with the 
Mind and Conſcience, ſtriking them with 
ts Pains, caſting Sparks of Fire in thither, 


wounding with Sorrows and Fears of ever- . © 


laſting Damnation, the Spirit of this poor 
Creature: And now he begins to bethink 
himſelf, and to cry to God for Mercy ; Lord, 


ſpare me, Lord, ſpare me. Nay, ſaith God, rs 
you have been a Provocation to me theſe _ I 
three Years. How many times have you dif; 


appointed me? How many Seaſons have» 
you ſpent in vain 2 How many Sermons and - 
$ | other 
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Well, faith God, Death, let this Piciel: 


' may be he will mind to keep his Promiſes 


= : 


o 
> 


other Mercies did I of my Patience;afford 
you 2 Buttono purpoſe at all, Tie 
Death. O good Lord, faith the Sinner, 
ipare me but zhzs once ; raiſe me but 7h 
once. Indeed, I have been a barren Profel: 
for, and have ftood to no purpoſe at all i 
thy Vineyard : But ſpare! O ſpare this one 


Tame, | beſeech thee, and I will be better, 


Away, away, you WI not : I have tryed youſ 
theſe three Tears already, you are naught: 
if I ſhould recover you again, you would he 

as bad as you was, before, (and all thi} 
Talk is while Death ſtands by.) The Sir 
net cries again, Good Lord, try me 7hzs ona, 
let me get up again zhzs once, and /ee it I do 
not mend. Burt will you promiſe me t0 
mend ? Yes indeed, Lord, and vow it too; 
I will never be ſo bad again, 1 w// be berrer, 


for alone for this :77me. TI will try him 
while longer, he hath promiſed, he hath 
vowed that he will amend his Ways : If 


Vows are ſolemn things, it may be he may 
fear to break bis Vows : Ariſe from oft thylſ * 


2 , Bed. And row God /ays down bis Ax. A 
this the poor Creature is very thankful 
*.. Praiſes God, and fawns upon him; ſhewf| 


a5 if he did it heartily, and calls tootheþ} 
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to thank him too. He therefore riſeth, ' as 
one would think, to be a new Creature in- 
deed. But by that time, he hath put on his 
Cloaths, is come down from his Bed, and 
ventured into the Yard, or Shop, and there 
ſees how all things are gone to S7xes and . 
Sevens, he begins ro have (ene Thoughts; 
and ſays to his Folks,. What have you all -. 
been doing? How are-all things out of or- + 
| der? Tam, I cannot tel what behind-hand; - ! 
one may ſee if a Man be buta little a to- 
lide, that you have neither Wiſdom, nor *- 
Prudence to order things. And now, inh- _ 
ſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the reſt of his time 
to God, he doubleth has Diligence after thzs 
J World: Alas! all mult not be Toit, we muſt "x 
have prouvident care. And thus quite for- "| 
getting the- Sorrows of Death, the Pains of - © 
Hell, the Promiſes and Vows which he made. © 
| to God to be better; Becauſe Fudement  * 
fl was ror (now) ſpeedtly. executed, therefore 
the Heart of this poor Creati:re ts fully ſet in 
 b:m to do curl. —Y 
fl 3- Theſe things proving inefteCtual, God 
takes hold of his Ax again, ſends Death to a: 
Wife, to a Child, to his Cattel;(Your young. £1 
Men have 1 ſlain, and taken away your” ** 


Star 


Horſes, Amos 4. 9, 10.) I will blaſt him,” .. | 
| crols him, diſappoint him, and caſt him © 
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down; and wiil let my ſelf againſt him,z7 all 
that be putteth his. hand 1mmio. At this the 
poor barre Profeſſor cries out again, Lord, 
I have finned, {pare me once more, I be 
ſeech thee. O take not awa ay the Defrre 4 
mine Lyes; ipare my Children, bleſs me i 

my Labours, and I will mend and be bers 


No, faith God, you lyed to me laſt time, | 


will truſt VOU 7H this no longer ; and with- 


al, tumbles the Wife, the Child, the Eſtate, 


into a Graves And then returns to hi 
place, till this Protflor more unfeignedly 
acknowledgeth his Oftence, Ho/. 5. 14, 15. 
ftthis the POOT Creature i5 aMidted and 
diſtrefied, rends his Cloaths, and - begins! 
to call the breaking of his Promiſe and Vows 
to mind; he mourns and prays, and like 
Ahab, a thile walks ſoftly, art the remem- 
brance of the Juſtneſs of the Hand of God 


upon him. And now he renews his Pro- 


miſes, Lord, try me hrs one 17me more, take 
oft thy Hand and ſee; 'T hey go far that ne- 


ver turn, Well, God ſpareth him again, 


ſets down his Ax again : Many times he did 


deliver them, but they provoked him will 


their Counſels, and were brought low for 


* therr Inzguities, Pal. 106. 43. Now they 


2 Tem to be thankful again, and are as if 
They! were reſolved to be godly indeed. Now 
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they'Read, they Pray, they go to Meetings, 
and ſeem to be ſerious a pretty while, but at 
laſt they forget. Their Luſts prick them, 
ſitable Temptations preſent themſelves, 
wherefore they turn to their own crooked 
Ways again, Pfal. 78. 34,36. When be flew 
hem, then they ſought him, and returned 
early after God; nevertheleſs they did flat- 
ter him with thetr Mouth, and tyed unto him. 
wth therr Tongue. Pts 
4. Yet again, the Lord will not leave this 
Profelior, but takes up his 4x again, and 
puts him under a more Heart-ſearching Mi- _ 
niftry, a Miniſtry that {hall ſearch him, and, 
turn him over and over; a Miniſtry that” - | 
{hall meet with him, as E/:j7ah met with * 
Ahab, in all his Ads of Wickedneſs, (and 
now the Ax 1s laid 10 the Roots of rhe Trees.) © 
Belides, rhis Miniſtry doth not only ſearch 
the Heart, but preſents the Sinner with the 
golden Rays of the glorious Goſpet : Now 7s 
Chriſt eſtes ſet forth evidently, now is 
Grace diſplayed ſweetly ; now, now are the 
Promiſes broken like Boxes of Orntment, to 
the perfuming of the whole Room. Bt, 
alas ! there is yet no Frutt on this Fig-tree. 
While his Heart is ſearching, he wrangles, 
while the glorious Grace of the Goſpel is 
-unvailing, this Profeſlor wags, and is wan- * 
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ton, gathers up ſome /creps thereof, . rajtes 


the good Word of God, and the Powers of 


the World to come, Heb. 6. 5. drinks in 
the Rain that comes oft upon him, ver. 7. 
But bringeth not forth Frurt meet for him 
whoſe Gofpel 1t zs, ver. 8. takes no heed to 
walk in the Law of the Lord God of Iſtael 
with all his Heart, 2 Kings 10. 31. but 
counts that the Glory of the Goſpel confifts 


 » In talk and ſhew, and that our Obedience 


thereto, is a matter of Speculation; that 
good Works lye in good Words; and if 
they can finely talk, they think they brave- 
ly pleaſe God. They think the Kingdom 
of God conſiſts only in Word, not in Pow- 
&r: and thus proves inefteQual this fourth 


- Means alſo. 


5. Well, now the Ax begins to be heaved 
higher, for now indeed God is ready to 
{mite the Sinner; yet before he will 
{rike the Stroke, he will try one way more 


at the laſt; and if that miſteth, down goes. 


the Erg-tree. Now this laſt way is 70 tug 


-end ſtrive with this Profrfſor by has Spirtt. 


| Wherefore the Spirir ct the Lord is now 


come to him, but rzoct always 70 [irroe with 


| - "Man, Gen. 6. 8. yet for ſome while he 


will ftrive with him, he will awaken, he 
will coxv:rce, he will call to remembrance 


former 
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vr:15x Sins, former Judgments, the breach 
f 'ormer Vows and Promiſes,the miſ-ſpend- 
nz Of former Days ; he will alſo preſent 
xriwaſive Arguments, encouraging Promi- 
es, dreadful Judgments, the {nortneſs of 
me to repent in, and that there is hope if 
ke come. Further, he will ſhew him the 
etainty of Death, and Judgment to 
ome; yea,he will pull and ftrive with this 
Sinner. But, behold, the miſchief now lyes 
tere, here is tugging and ftriving on both 
ides. The Sp:rzt convinces,the Mar. turns 
i deaf Ear to God: the Sprrit faith, Re- 
ive my Inſtruction and live; but the Mar 
ulls away his Shoulder : the Sprr:7 ſhews 
tim whither he is going, but the Manclo- 
th his Eyes againft4it; the Sprrzr offereth ' 
nolence, the Mar ſtrives and refifts : They » |} 
ve done deft ue unto the Spirit of Grace, 
eb. 10. 29. The Spirit par/zeth a ſecond 
ime, and urgeth Reaſons of a new Nature; 
ut the Sinner anſwers, No, I have loved 
rangers, and after them will I go. Atthis 
o0d's Fury comes up into his Face: now 
l& comes out of his holy Place, and is ter- 
ble: Now He faeareth 17 his Wrath. they 
bell never enter 1nto bis Reſt. 1 exerciſed to- 
Fards you my Patience, and ſmote you in 
Four Perſon, Relations andeiftate,yetyou have LN 
not? 5 M3 
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not turned unto me, ſaith the Lord. Þr : 


filthinefs 1s lewdneſs ; becauſe I have purg. 


thee, and tho waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not 
be purged from thy filrhineſs any more, till 
I cauſe my Fury to reft upon thee, Ez&. 24. 
13. Cut it down, why cumbers It the ground 8 


The: Second S7g7, That ſach a Profi{ſor 
is almoſt - (1t nor quire) paſt Grace, is, 
when God hath given him over, or lets him 
alone, and ſutters him to do any thing, and 
that without controul, helpeth him not ei- 
ther in Works of Holineſs, or in Straits 
and Difficulties. Ephraim 7s joined 10 Idols, 


tet him alone, Hol. 4. 17. IWo be to them 


when 1 depart from them, I will laugh it 
thetr Calamities, and will. mock when 1hctr 


Fear cometh, Prov. 24. ---- 28. 


Barren Frg-tree, thou haſt heretofore 


* been digged about and dunged, God's Mat- 


tock hath heretofore been at thy Roots, U0- 
{pel-dung hath heretofore been applied to 
thee :, thou haſt heretofore been trove with, 
convinced, awakened, made to taſte, and 
e, and Cry, O the Bleſſedneſs! Thou haſt 


heretofore been met with under the Word; 


thy Heart hath melred, thy Spirit hath fal- 


-. Jen; thy Soul hath rrembled, and thou haſt 


felt Jom:thing of the Power of the Goſpel. 
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But thou haſt ſinned, thou haſt provoke 
th2 Eyes of his Glory, thy Iniquity is found 
to be haretul ; and now perhaps God hath 
left thee, given thee up, and /ers thee alone. 
Heretofore thou walſt tender, thy Con- 
ſcience ſtartled at theTemptation to W icked- 
nels; for thou were taken ot from the_pol- 
lutrons of the World, through the knowledge 
of 0:17 Lord and Saviour Feſiis Chriſt, 2 Pet. 
2.20, 21, 22. but that very om? that.once 
top wert turned from, now thou lappeſt up: 
(with the Dog in the Proverb) again; and 
mat very Are that once thou ſeemedit to 
ba waſhed from, zhow now art tumbling 
in 2freſh. But to particularize, there are 
ibrec Signs of a Man's being given over of 
99. | 
1. When he 1s let alone in Sinning, whe 
tbe rerns of bis Luſts are Tooſod, and he git- 
ren up to them. And even as ihey did not 
tke to retarn God 1n their know/edae, God: 
rave them over to a reprovele Nitnd, 10 40: 
boſe things which are not COnvenrent ;, berng 
Med with all Unrighteon/neſs, Rom. tz 28,- 
9, 5eeit thou a Man that heretofore had the. 
nowledge of God, and lome awe or Maje- 
ty upon him ; TI fay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one, 
porting Þtmſelf in his own DeceiVings,ROms 
_ 3o, 31. turning the Grace of our God . 
— : | mtr" 


* 


\E 24-4 "ee 
s hf i 2 ME 
hes, , 


ow Ng 
p "I" —_— 
. a. a - a "- 
y $6. 3 AP 
La. To A 6 7 4 þ " 
* 4 


3 


F'$ 
Tr 


»., > os. ” # Wc. of FR — . ol 3 
Et -< - : 4 » &9 = «£. Was "  - Dp _—_ as. / 4 


53 The Batren Fia-tree. - 


into Laſciviouſneſs, and walking after his 


own ungodly Lufts? His Judgment now. 


of a long time lingereth not, and his Dam- 


nation ſlumbereih not, 2 Pet. 2. 13, Doſt 


thou hear, harren Profeſſor 2 Itis aſtoniſhing 


to ſee. how thoſe that once feemed Hors of 


the Morni 7g. and were making t reparations 
for Erernal Life, now at laſt (tor the rot- 
tenneſs of their Hearts, by the juſt Judgment 

of God) pines, being alt tecling, to 
S1ve themſelves over unto ,Laſcivioptnels, 
zo work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs Eph, 
4. 18, 19, A great number of ſuch were in 
the fr /i Golpel- Gays); againit whom Peter, 

-and Zude, and 7Jobn, pronounced the heavy 
Judgment of God. Peter and Zude cou- 
ple them 7/7 zhe fallen Angels, 2 Pet. 2, 
3, 4» 5, 6, 7. and Prayer is torbid to be made 
for them, becauſe that is hapned to them 
that hapned to the Angels that fell, Fude 5. 
v. Who for forſaking Their firſt State, and 
leaving thetr own Habitation, are rejerued 
zn Chains under everlaſiing Dar tne oſs, unto 

_ Fudement of the great Pay. 

- Thele are beyond: all Mercy. 2. They 
ard beyond all Promiſes. 3. Beyond all 
hopes of Repentance. 4. They have no In- 
rerceſfor, nor 27 more thare in a Sacrifice 


for 'Sin. 5. There rem ans nothing bur a | 
l | teartul 
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fearful looking for of Judgment. Where- 
fore, 6. They are the true Fugitives and 
Vagabonds, that being lett of God, of 
Chriſt, of Grace, and of the Promiſe, and 
being beyond all hope, wander and ftraggle 
to and fro, even as the Devil their Atoctare, 
until their time ſhall come to die, or until 
they deſcend into Battel, and perth. | 
2. Wherefore they are Tet alone in hear- 
ing. If theſe at art any time come under the 
Word, there is for them zo God, 70 favour- 
of the means of Grace, zo ſtirrings of Reart,, 
70 pity for themſelves, 70 love to their own 
Salvation. Let them look on this hand' or 
that, there they ſee ſuch eftects of the 
Word in others, as produce Signs of Repen- 
tance, and Love to Gol and his Chrift. 
Theſe Men only have their backs bowed down 
away, Rom. 11. 10. Theſ> Men only have © : 
the jpirit of Slumber , yes that they ſhould 
not fee, and Ears that they ſhould not hear 
to ihzs very day. W herefore as they go tothe 
place of the Holy: So they come from the 
place of the Holy, and foon are forgatten in 
the places where they jo did, Fc. $. 10. On- 
ly they reap this Damage, Thy rrcaſure up 
Wrath oga:nft the day of Wrath, and Reve- * 
(2/707 of the righteous Fudgment of God, 
Rom. 2. 3, 4,5. Look to it, barren Pro- 
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. If he be viſited atter the coinmon way 


of Man kind, either with Sicknel;. Diſtreſs, 


or any kind of Calamity, {till no God ap- 
pears, no lanciiiying hand of God, no Ipe- 
cial: cry is mixed with the Affliction. 
But he ta lis tick, and EZ UWS well. like the 
Beaft, or is under ditirels, as Saul, who 
when he was engaged by rhe Phrliſtines, 
was forfaken and left of God; 1 Sam. 28. 
43:8, 6: And the Pailiitines gather ed tÞem- 
felves together. and Came ai -d pitched in Shu- 
nem ; « xd Saul gathered 911 [rae together. 
87d they | cane and pitched at Gilboa: And 
wWDeN _ ſaw the Hoſt of the Philiitines, be 
was aſraid, and his Heart gr eatly irembled,. 
And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the 


Lord anſicered 2 NO mMOre, neither | 'y 


Dream, ner by Ulrim, nor by Prophets. The 


* Lord anſwered him 10 more, he had done 


with him, caſt him oft, and rejected him; 
and left him to ſtand and Ell with his Sins 
by himiclt: Bur of this more in the Conclu- 


: = therefore I here forbear. 


. Theſe Men may g0 whither they will, 


Wols) 4 *: they will; they may range £—ISs 


Opinon to Opinion, from Notion to No- 
tion, from Sci to Se, bur are ficdfalt no 
where, they are left to their own Uncertain: 
ties; they have nor Grace to TUtablith their 

| Hearts ; 
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Hearts ; and tho' ſome of taem have boaſted 
themſelves of this Lrberry, yet Fade calls 
them wandring Siars, to whom 75 reſerved 
the blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, Ver. 13. Mi 
They are left, as I ſaid, to be Fugitives and  F 
Vagabonds in the Earth, to wander every _| 
where, but to abide no where, until they 
ſhall deſcend ro thezr own place, (ACS I. 5.) 
with Cz/7 and Z:das, Men of the ſame Fate 
with themſclves. 1-8 

A. Third S7gn that ſuch a Profefior is quite » | 
paſt Grace, is, When his Heart is grown. ſo - | 
hard, ſo ftony and impenetrable, that no- 
thing will pierce it. Barren Fig-tree, doſt” 
thou conſider ? A\ hard and impenitent Heart 
is the Curſe of God. A Hearr that cannot 
repent,is inſtead of all Plagues at once: And 
hence it is, that God ſaid of Pharaoh, Exod, |} 
9. 14. When he ſpake of delivering him up -:{ 
in the greatneſs of his Anger, I will at this  } 
11me jend all my Plagues upon thy Heart. 

To ſome Men that have grievoully finned 
under a Profethion of the Goſpel, God gi- 
veth this 1o%er of his Dipleaſure, they are 
denied the Power of Repentance, their 
Heart is bound, they cannot repent : It is 
impoſhible that they {ſhould ever repent, 
lhould they live a zhoſand Years; It is im- 

K 3 polhble 


—— 


”. 


i 102 The Barren Fig-tree. | 


| 


|  peffible for thoſe Fall-a-ways to be renewed 
If. agarn unto Repentance. ſeeing they crucify to 
themſelves the Son Gut afreſh, and put 
him to open ſhame, Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. Now to 
 havetke Heart fo hardned. /o jrdrcrallybard- 
ned,is as 1 Bar put in by God againſt the Sal- 
vation of 71/5 Sinner. This was the burden 
of Sp:ra's Complaint, I carnor do zt; O 
now I cannot do 1t. 
This Man ſees what he hath done, what 
{ſhould help him, and what will become of 
= Him, yet he cannot repent ; he pulled away 
His Shoulder befcre, he ſtopped his Ears be- 
. fore, he ſhut up his Eyes before, -and 77 
that very Poſture God left him, and 10 he 
ftands to this very Day. TI have fancied that 
Lot's Wiie, when turned into a Pillar of 
Salt, (Ger. 19. 26.) ſtood yet looking over 
her Shoulder, or elſe with her Face towards 
Sodom ; as the Judgment caught her, 1o it 
bound her.and left her a Monument of God's 
Anger to After-Generations. 
We read of ſome that are ſeared with an 
bot Iron, and that are paſt feeling; for 10 
ſeared Perſons, in ſeared Parts are. Their 
Conſcience 7s ſeared, 1 Tim. 4. 2. The Con- 
icience is the thing that muſt be touched 
with Feeling, Fear and Remoz/e, if ever any 
- good be Cone with the Sinner, How then 
I Can 


© 
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 canany good be done t#thoſe whoſe Con- | 
ſcience is worſe than that, that zs faſt aſleep \\ 


Ew 


in Sin? Eph. 4.19. For that Conſcience | 


that is faſt aſleep, may yet be etteCtually 
awakened and ſaved ; but that Conſcience 
that 7s ſeared, dried, as it were, 1nto a Cz7- 
der, can never have ſenſe, feeling, or the 


leaſt regret in this World, Barren Fig-tree, | 


hearken, judicial hardning is dreadful, There 
1s a difference betwixt that hardneſs of Heart 
that is incident to all Men, and that which 
comes upon ſome as a ſignal or ſpecial Judg-- 
ment of God : and altho' all kind of hardneſs 
of Heart,in ſome ſenſe,may be called a Judeg- - 
ment, yet to be hardned with this ſecond” 
kind, 1s a Judgment peculiar only to them. 
that periſh ; ay Hardneſs that is ſent asa pu-* 
niſhment, for the abuſe of Light recerved, 
for a reward of Apoftacy. | 
This Zudrcial Hardnels is diſcovered from : 


that which 1s incident to all Men, in theſe. | 


Particulars : | 

1. It'is an Hardneſs coming after fome ' 
great Lignt received : Bec1nſe of ſome great 
Sin committed againſt the Light, and the. 


Grace that gave zt. Such Hardneſs as Pha-- + l 


raoh had, after the Lord had wrought won- RP} 

_ derouſly before him : Such Hardneſs as the. } 

Gentiles had, an Hardreſs that darkned the F 
9 ++. Heart, ; 


{- --© @The Varren Fig-tre. 
Heart, an H:rdneſs which made their Minds 
reps obate. This Hardneſs 1s allo the ſame 

F With that the Zebrews are cautioned to be- 

F ware of, (Heb. 3.7.&c. an Hardneſs that 

IS CU {ed by Ur ;bclief and departing from 

-- the Living God ; an Hardneſs compleated 
thro the deceitfulneſ of Sin : Such as that in 
the Provocation, of whom God iware, that 
they ſhould not enter into his Reſ?, "Twas 
this kind cf Hardneſs allo thar both Carr. 1/7; 
matel.avd*t Ja, were hardned with,after they 
had committed ther great Trans, 07 effons. 

2. It is ine greateſt kind of [ardneys, 
and hence they 2 4 to be harder than a 
apart, It 5. 3. OT than an 4domont, Lec. 

2, 13. that is, Darder than a Flint: wv» 

hard that nothing can enter. 

2, It iS an Hardneſs Eriven in much An- 
Yer, and that to bind the Soul up in an im- 
poilibility of Repentarce. 

Ir is an Hard -/s therefore that 1s in- 

curable, of which a Man muſt die and be 


damned. Barren Pr ofefjor, hearken to thjs, 


A Fourth $721 that ſuch a Profeflor is quite 
35 Grace, 1s, when he fortibes his hard 

eart againft the zenour of God's Word, 
Fob 9.4,&c. This is called hardning them- 


ſelves ogarnſi God, and turing of the Sp1- 
4 it 
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ſhall haveL3ſe and Salvation notwtithſtandinge. 


Barren Profeſſor, hearken to this. This. . 
Man is called, (Deur. 29. 18.) 4 Root het . 
I beareth Gall and Wormowood, or a poiſonful * 


Herb, ſuch an one is abominated of God; 


yea, t the abhorred of his Soul. For this... 
Man faith, v. 19. 1/hull have Peace, though + 
Troalk 172 ihe 7nagination or [tubbor neſs of © 


my Heart, to add Drunkentieſs to Thirſt - 


an Opinion fat againſt the whole Word of -. 
God, yea, againſt the very Nature of God-. 
himſelf; Wherefore he adds, Der. 19.20: . 


Then the Anger of je Lord, and bis 7ea- 


oſy ſhall / fmoak againſt that Mans, end ail 
% Curſes that are written 11 God's Book: * 
ſhall lye upon him, «cnn ball blot out his 


Name from under Heauer 


Yea, that Man hal | ack i121} © bs fer, 
cually deftro ed, verſe 21. The Lord ſhale" 


ſeparate that ian unto Fruil, out of all the 


Frrbes of Yrael. according to all the Curſes: 


MY the Coverart. 
He ſhall ſeparate him unto Foil ; He thall 
give hint a upyhs {hall leave him to bisLearr;: 


The Barren Fig-tree.. 70g: | 
rit againſ} him. As thus, when after 
Profeifion of Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 
of the Doctrine that is according to Godli- 
nels.they ares emboſden themſelves in cour- - 
ſes of Sin, by promzſrng themſelves, that they 
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F Heſhall ſeparate him to zhaz, or zhoſe that 
will afluredly be too hard for him. _ 
Now this Judgment is efiected when God 
has given a Man up unto Satan, and given 
Satan leave, without fail, to compleat his 
Deftruction. I ſay, when God has given Sa- 
tan leave effeftually to compleat bis Deſtrudti- 
on : For all that are dclivered up unto Satan, 
' = havenot, nor do not come to this End. Butf 
that is the Man, whom God thall ſeparate 
to Evil, and Jhall /eave in the Hands of $4- 
- Fen, to complect, without fail, his Deftru- 
Ction, 
* Thus he ſerved Ahab, a Man zhat ſol 
himſelf to work Wickedneſs in God's fight, 
x Kings 21.25. Ard the Lord ſaid, Whe 
ſhall perſwade Ahab, 1þat be may go up, an 
- Fall at Raracth-Gljead ? And one jaid 0 
this manner, and another ſaid on that matt 
er: And there came forth a Spirit. and. 
Rood before the Lord, and jaid, 1 will per- 
ſwade him, 1 Kings 22. 20, 21, 22. Anu 
"the Lord [faid unto him, W herewith © An 
he ſaid, 1 will go forth,and be a lying Spirt 
in the mouth of all his Prophets. and hi 
faid, *Lhou ſhalt perjwade him, and prevat 
alſo ; go forth, and do jo. Thou ſhalt per 
tiwade him, ard prevail; do thy Wall, 1 
leave hinth thy Hand ; Go forth, and do jo 
; Where: 


- 


Wherefore in theſe Judgments, the Lord 
much concerns himlielt for rhe management 
thereof, becauſe of their Provocation of him. 


hoy | F_ gonasn 


wo 


chuſe their Deluſions for them ;, Twill bring 
therr fears upon them, 11a, 66. 4. I will chute 
their Devices, or the Wickednelics that 
their Hearts contrive. TI, even 1, will cauſe 
[them to be Accepted of, and delfghtful 
to them. But who are they that muſt 
thus be feared ? Why, thoſe among Pro- 
tlors, that have choſen 7herr own ways, 
whoſe Soul delights in thetr own Abomina- 
LZON'S, 0 

Becauſe they received not the Love of the 
Truth, that they might be ſaved; for this 
cauſe Ged ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deiuſtons, 
that they ſhould believe a Lie, that they. .all 


might be damned, who believed not the 1ruth,. 


but had plea{re in Unrighteouſneſs. God 
J /ha!/ {end them} i 1s a great word : Yea, 
God ſhall ſend.thim ſtrong Deluſions , Delu- 
fions that thall do, that {hall make them be- 
lieve a, Lie.. Why fo? That they all might 
be damned, coerv one of them, who believe 
not the ruth, but bad pleaſure in Unrighte-- 
ouſneſs, 2. Thell. 5. Ic, 21, 12.. 


'Diere. 
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This is the Man, who/e Ruin contriveth, and 
bringeth to paſs by his own contrivance.I will 
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ſ” There is nothing more provoking to the 
Lord. than for a. Man to. promiſe, when 
God threatneth; for a Man to be light of 
conceit, that he ſhall be ſafe, and yer to be 
more wicked than in former days: This 
Man's Soul abhorrs the Truth of Ged, no 
marvel therefore, if God's Soul abhors him: 
he has invented a way contrary to God, to 
bring about his own Salvation; no mar- 
vel therefore, it God invent a*way to bring 
about his Damnation. And ſeeing that 
theſe Rebels are at this point, We ſhall have 

 Pexce; God will ſee whaſe Word ſhall ftand, 
His or theirs. 


A Fifth Sign of a Man being paſt Grace, 
is, When he {hal at zhzs, ſcoft, and inward- 
ly 2777, and fret againſt the Lord, ſecretly 
purpoſing to continue his Courſe, and put 

all to the venture, deſpiſing the Meſlengers 
©: the Lord. He that deſprſed Moſes s Low, 
died without Mercy ; of- how: much ſforer Pu- 
ziſbment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhal#he ve thought wor- 
thy. who hath tredden under foot the Son of 
God © &c. Heb. 10. 28. 

Wherefore againſt theſe Defpiſers God has 
{et himſelf, and toretold; that. they /ha/! not 
believe, but perith. Beboid'ye Deſpr/ſers,won- 
Ke7, and periſh; for I werka Workin Jon 

aysy, 


 Fre-tree, or fruitleſs Profeſior, with ſome || 


to. try tor his Recovery ; but delivers him 2 
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days, which ye ſha'l in no wiſe believe, he | 
« Man declare it unto you, AQS 13. 41. 


After that thou ſhalt cut it down. - © 1 


Thus far we have treated of the Barren, | 


Signs to know him. by ; whereto are added |! 
alſo ſome Signs of thoſe who neither will | 
or can, by any means, be fruitful, bat muſt | 
211 ſerably periſh. Now being come to the || 
time of Execution, I ſhall ſpeak a word to |j 
that alſo, Afrer that thou:ſhalt cut it down. || 
Chriſt at laft turns the. barren Frg-7ree over || 
to the Juſtice of God, ſhakes his Hands of *3 
him, and gives him up to the Fire for bis || 
Unprofitableneſs. , 
Thou ſhalt cut it down.] "H 

Two things are here to be conſidered. - 

7. The-Executioner, Thox, the Great; |! 
the Dreadful, the Ecernal God. Theſe wor:.' } 
therefore,. as 1 have already faid, fignity. - # 
that Chriſt the Mediator, thro' whom along. I 
Salvation comes, and by whom - alone Exe- | | 
cution: hath been deferred, now giveth xp 1h. 
Soul, forbearsto ſpeak one Sy//able more for |} 
Him, or to do the lzaft Act ot Grace. further, |4 
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uP to that fearful Diſpenſation, zo {all into 

the Hunds of the Iroing God, Heb. 10. 31. 

* :2. The Second to be confidered, is, The 
Inſirument by which this Execution zs done, 
and that is Death, compared here to an Ax: 
# and foraſmuch as the Tree is not felled at 

ane Blow, therefore the Strokes are here con- 
tinued, till all the Blows be ſtruck that are 
requiſite for its fe/1:77g + For now cutting- 
time, and cx17:77g-work is come, cutting 
-muſt be his Portion, till he be cut down. 

After that thou ſhalt cut it down.) Death, 1 

{ fay, isthe Ax that God often uſes, there- 
8 with to take the barren Frg-rrec out of the 

Vineyard, out of a Profethion, and alſo 
W ot of the World at once. But this Ax is 
ſnow new-ground, it cometh well-edged to 
| the Roots of this Barren Erg-7rco. It hath 
[| been whetted by Sin, by the Law, and by 
t a formal Profeition, and therefore muR, and 
W! will make deep gaſhes, not only in the na- 
tural Lite, but in the Heart and Confcience 

{ſo of this Profeflor. The wages of Sin 75 
Death, the ſting of Death 7s $in, 1 Cor. 
| 5. Wherefore Leath comes not to this 
Manas he doth to vaints, muzz/ed, or with- 
| out his Sting, but with onen mourh, in all 
{. his Strength ; yea, he ſends bzs E7/i-born, 
Which, is fauilr, 2c deveur bys ſirength,*and : 

| | 70 
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to bring him to the King of -Terrors, Job 18: x 
$3.0:3 
Yar to give you, in a few Particulars, the. 
manner of this Man's dying. '14 
1. Now he hath his fruitlels Fruzts be- Þ 
leaguer him round his Bed, together with alt } 
the Bonds and Legions of his other Wicked--- 
'eſs. Hrs own Iniquities ſhall take the wits |! 
2d him elf, and he ſhall be bolden in the: 4 
Cords of þis Sins, Prov. 5. 22. 0 
2. Now ſome terrible diſcovery of God is | 
made out unto him, to the perplexing and 7 
terrifying of his guilty Conſcience. God | 
ſhall caſt upon him, and not ſpare; and*he 3 
ſhall be of aid of that which 5s hieh, Jon "| 
27. 22. os 
3. The dark Entry he is to go thro, will 4 
be a ſore Amazement unto him; For fear 
ſhall be zn the way, Ecclel. 12. 5. yea, Ter- 
roſs Will take hold on him, when he ſhall |! 
lee the yawning Jaws of Death'to gape upon 
him, and the Doors of the Shadow of Death 
open to give him Paſſage out of” the World. | 
Now who will meet me in this dark Entry ! 
How thallI paſs through this dark Entry 1 in- | 
to another , World ! 
4. For by reaſon of Guilt, and aſhaking 
Contents his life will beg in contra 


al doubt before bi m, and he ſhall be afraid ©: 
20 | day ; i 
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/-..12 The Barren Fig-tree. 
{ "&ay and night, Deut. 28. 66, 67. and ſhall 
{ have no allurance of his Life. 

5. Now. allo Wart will come up againſt 
him, he will come 'up /ke an armed Man. 
There isa terrible Army to him that is grace- 
leſs in Heart, and fruitleſs in Life. This 
Want . will continually cry in thine Ears, 
here is a new Birth wa7ng, a new Heart, 
and a 7ew Spirit warizng ; here is Faith, 
| «Love and Repentance, the Fear of God, 
and a good Converſation wanting ; Thou at 
vergbed 17 the Ballance, and art found want- 


| 
: 


| 


V 5 Ng, Dan. J- 27e 
| * 6,. Together with theſe, ftand by 7hz 
Companions of Death, Death and Hell, Death 


' 8 


K. and Devils, Death and endleſs Torment in 
! the everlaſting Flames of devouring Fire. 
IWhen God fhall come up unto the People, he 
tl invade them with bis Troops, Hab.3.16. 

_ Burt how will this Man die? Can his 


1. God, nd Chrift, and Pity, Þave /ec/r 
him : Sin againſt Light, againſt Mercy. and 
- the Long-luticring ot God, zs come vu ogar 1 
f Þ:im; his Hope and Confidence oo /ye 4 ay- 
": -27g by: þim, and his Conſcience 70ttcr's ard 
1 Spekes Continually within kim. 
| 2, Death isat his Work, curi7ng of hin: 
4017s 


r 


"© he Barren Fig-tree. 113 || 
down, -hewing both -Bark and Heart, both | 
Body and Soul aſunder :* The Man groans, 
but Death hears him not ; he looks ghaſtly, 
carefully, dejectedly ; he fighs, he ſweats, 
he tremblcs, but Death matters nothing. 

3. Fearful Cog77at7ons haunt him, Miſgl- 
vings, direful Apprehenſions of God terrify 
him. Now he hath time to think what 
the Loſs of Heaven will be, and what the 
Torments of Hell will be; now he looks 
no way but he is trighted.. 

4. Now would he live, but may not ; he 
would live, tho' it were but the lite of a Bed- 
rid Man, but muſt not. He that cuts him 
down, fways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ſways the tottering Tree; now this way, 
then that : at iaſt 9 Root breaks, an Heart- 
tiring, an Eye-ttring ſhaps aſunder. 

5. And now, could the Soul be ann:hzlated, 
or brought to nothing, how happy would it 
count 1t ſelf! But it ſees that may not be. 
Wherefore it is put to a wonderful ftrait ;- 
lay in the Body it may not, go out, of the 
| Body it dares not. Life is going, the Blood 
tettles in the F/z/h; and the Lungs being no 
more able to draw Breath thro' the Noſtrils, 
at laſt out-goes the weary trembling Soul, 
Who 1s immediately ſeized by Devils, who. 
lay lurking in every hole in the Chamber 
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© 714 @Q@The Barren Fig-tree. 
for that very purpoſe : His Friends take caref 
of the Body, wrapt ir up in the Sheer off 
Coffin ; bur the Soul is out of their thought 


| and reach, going down to the Chambers of 
Death. | 


' | had thought to have enlarged, but I tor- 
bear: God, who teaches Man to profit, 
bleſs this brief and plain Diſcourſe to thy 
Soul, who yer ftandeſt a Profeflor in the Layd 
of the Living, among the Trees of his 
Garden. Amen. 
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Epheſ. IV. 3. 


Indeavouring to keep the Qnity of the Spi- 
rit in the Bond of Peace. 


Eloved, Religion is the great Bond 
of Human Society, and it were well 

if it {elf were kept within the Bond of 

Unity; and that it may ſo be, let us, | 
according to the Text, uſe our urmoſt ' © 

endeavours zo keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the. Bond of Peace. DEL 
Theſe Words contain a Counſel and 2 
Caution: the Counſel is, That we endea- 

DOUr. 
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2 - An Exhoztation -. |] 
vourbthe Unity of the Spirit , the Caution; 
is, That we do it in the Bond of Peace : as iff 
he ſhould ſay, I would have you live in 
Unity, but yet I would have you to be care- 
ful, that you do not purchaſe Unity withY 
the breach of Charity. 

Let vs therefore be caution'd,that we 60 
not fo preſs after Unity in Practice and Opji- 


nion, as to break the Bond of Peace and Af 
tection. 


In the handling of theſe Words, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve this Method : 


F:r/?, 1 ſhall open the Senſe of the Text. 


Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew wherein this Uni- 
y and Peace conlift. 

Thirdly, T ſhall hew you the Fruits and 
Benefits of it, rogether with nine Incor- 
veniencies and Miſchiets that atrend thoſe 
Churches where Unity and Peace are want- 
Ing. 

Fourthly, and Laftly, I ſhall give you 
twelve DireCtions and Motives. for the ob- 
taining of them. 


F:r/?, As touching the Senſe of the Text : 
When we -are counſelled to keep the Unity 
of the Spirit, we are not to underſtand the -, 


Sg | 
a , : 
- " 
bd Fo 
_ & * | : . A F, R _ Sect id 
| a Ro " OT... Face Dade £753 af 5 : 
: 34. OS 27>" og EE IST 1, LA Or, bt - _ 
< o 


 . to Peaceand Unity. 
(Spirit of God, as perſonally ſo confidered , 
becauſe the Spirit of God, in that ſenſe, is 
1W@ot capable of being divided; and ſo there 
Fhould be no need for us to endeavour to 
Meep the Unity of it. 
By the Unity of the Spirit then, we are 
underſtand, that Unity of Mind which _ 
he Spirit of God calls tor, and requires_. 
Chriſtians to endeavour after; hence it 1s 
that we are exhorted, by one Spirit, with + 
one Mind, to ſtrive together for the Faith of” 
the G "ſpe, Phil. 1. 27. But further: The 
fpoſtle in theſe words alludes to the ſtate 
ind compoſition of a Natural Body, and 
thereby informs us, that the Myſtical Body 
of Chriſt holds an Analogy with the Natu= 
zl Body of a Man : As, 
1. In the Natural Body there muſt be 2 _ 
Jpirit to animate it, for the Body withol J- 
the Spirit is dead, James 2.26. Soit is in 


the Myſtical Body of Chriſt; the Apoſtle 


10 ſooner tells us of that one Body, bat he--. = "a 


ny us of thar one Spirit, Eph. 4. 4. 

. The Body hath Joints and Bands to 
ite all the parts; 1o hath the Myſtical Bo-. 
dy of Chrift, Co/. 2. 19. This is that Bond 
of Peace mentioned in the Text, as alſo in 
the 16th. Verſe of the {ame Chapter, where 


i v3 gan, 
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gether, and compatted, by that which eye- 


TY rs {\upplyeth. 


The Natural Bcdy receives Counſel 


"u: Novuriſhment from the Head ; ſo doth 


the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, he is their 
Counſellor, and him they muſt hear; heis 


their Head, and him they muſt hold : hence 


it is, that the Apoltle complaineth, Col. 2. 
19. of ſome that did not hold the Head, 
from which the whole Body by Joints and 
Bands hath Nouriſhment. 

4. The Natural Body cannot well fubſiſt, 
if either the Spirit be wounded, or the 
Joints broken or diſlocated ; the Body Can- 
not bear 2 wounded or broken Spirit: 4 
broken Spirit drieth the Bones, Prov. 17.22, 
And a wounded Spirit who can bear ? Prov. 
18. 14. And on the other hand, how often 
have the Disjointings of the Body, and the 
Breakings thereof, occaſioned the Expiration 


of the Spirit ? In like manner; it Fares y with 


the Myſtical Body of Chriſt; how do divided 
Spirits break the Bonds of Peace, which are 
the Joints of his Body > And how do the 
Breakings of the Body and Church of Chrift 
wound the Spirit of Chriſtizns, and often- 
times occaficn the Spirit and Life of Chriſti-? 
anity to Janguilh, it not to expire? How 


need{ ul iS jt then that We endeavour rhe i 


Cary 
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q  toPeace and Unity. © 5 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace? 
| Secondly, I now come toſhew you where- 
in this Unity and Peace conhift ; and this 
ſhall demonſtrate in five particulars. 
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1. This Unity and Peace may confift in - 
Tc ignorance of many Truths, and in the - * 
Folding of ſome Errors; orelſe this Duty 
if Peace and Unity could not be praCticable 
by any on this fide Pertection : but we muft 
ow endeavour rhe Unity of the Spirit, till 
we come to the Unity of the Faith, and of 
the Knowledge of the Son of God, Epheſ: 
13. Becauſe now (as the Apoſtle ſaith,) 
we know in part, and we Pprophely in part, 
nd now we ſee thro' a Glaſs darkly, 1 Cor. 
13.12. And as this is true in general, ſo. 
c may find it true, 1t we deſcend to particu- 
ar Inſtances; the Diſciples ſeem to be ig-. 
torant of that great Troth, which they had 
ten, and in much plainneſs, been taught by 
heir Maſter once and again, (v:z.) That | 
$s Kingdom was not of this World; and 
1t in the World they {ſhould ſuffer, and be 
xriecuted ; yet in As 1.6. we read, That 
hev asked of him, it he would at this time 
e=ltore the Kingdom of I/7ae/ £ Thereby diſs . - 
wvering, that Chriſt's Kingdom (as they, _ * 
bought) ſhould confit in his Temporal Ju- 
1 ri{diction 
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riſdiction over 1/zael, which they expected 
ſhould now commence and take place a-Þ 
mongft them. Again, our Lord tells them, Þ 
that he had many things to ſay (and theſe 
were many important Iruths) which they 
could not now bear, FoÞ7 16. 12. and that 
theſe were important Truths, appears by 
ver. 10.11. Where he is diſcourling of Rzch- 


teouſneſs and Fudgment ; and then adds, that 


he had yet many things to ſay, which they 
could not bear ; and thereupon promiles the 


Comforter to lead them into ALL TKUTE: 


which implies, that they were yet 1gnorant 
of many Truths, and conſequently held di- 
vers Errors ; and yet for all this he prays for, 
and prefies rhem to their great Duty of Peace 
and Unity, 7obr 14. 27. and 17. 21. To 
this may be added that of Heb. 5. 11. where 
the Author ſaith, He had many things to 
lay cf the Prieſtly Office of Chrift, which 
by reaſon of their Dulneſs, they were not ca- 
Pable to receive; as allo that in Aﬀs 10 
where Peter ſeems to be ignorant of th: 

Truth, zz. That the Goſpel was to b 
preached to all Nations; and contrary here 


- unto, he erred in thinking it unlawful to 


preach amongſt the Gerzz/es, I ſhall add two 
Texts more.one in A#-s 1. 0. where we read, 
That thoſe Diſciples whica had been diſci- 
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to Peace aud Unity. 7 
wed and baptized by Fohrn, were yet igno- 
Sant of the Holy Ghoſt, and knew not (as 
Whe Text tells us) whether there were any 
Holy Ghoſt or no; tho' Fohx did teach con- 
tantly, That he that ſhould come after him, 
ſhould baptize with the Holy Ghoſt and 
Fire. From hence we may eafily and plainly 
infer, that Chriſtians may be ignorant of 
many Truths, by reaſon of weak and dull - 
Capacities, and other ſuch like Impediments, 
wen wile thoſe Truths are with much 
yainneſs delivered to them. Again, we 
read, Jeb. 5. 13. of ſome that were unskil- 
ful in the Word of Righteouſneſs, who ne- 
rertheleſs are called Babes in Chrift, and _ 
wth whom Unity and Peace are to be in- 
tolably kept and maintained. SD 
2. AS this Unity and Peace may conſiſt Hh 
n the ignorance of many Truths, and in the A|ﬀ 
tbolding of ſome Errors, ſo it muſt conſift 
mth (and it cannot confift without) the be-. | 
eving and praCtifing thoſe thifigs, which are | 
kceſiary to Salvation and Church-Commu- 
lon ; and they are, Firſt, Believing that - 
brift the Son of God died tor the Sins of 
ten. Secondly, That whoever believeth, =} 
upht to be baptized : The third thing eflen- 4 
ll to this Communion, is an holy and a 3 
ameleſs Converſation, 33 
= - Firſt, 
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Firſt, That believing that the Son of God 
died for the Sins of Men, is neceſſary to Sal-þ 
vation, I prove by theſe Texts which tellf 
us, that he that doth not believe ſhall bel 
damned, Mark 16.16. Fobn 3.36. Rom 
IO, T9. ; 
That it is alſo neceflary to Church-Com-ſ 
-munion, appears. from Mar. rs. 16, 17, 
-78, Peter having confeit that Chriſt was] 
the Son of the Living God, Chriſt thereup-Þ 
.on aſſures him, that upon this Rock, v/2. 
this Profeſſion of Faith,or this Chriſt whichfj 
Peter had confeisd, he would build his 


Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhould not 
prevail againſt it. And, 1 Cor. 3. 11. the 
Apoſtle having told the. Corznth:ans, theyf 
were God's Building, preſently adds, that: 
they could not be built upon any Foundati- 
-on -but that which was laid, which was Je- 
Jus Chriſt. All which proves, that Chrifti- 
an Society 1s founded upon the Profetlion 0 
 Chrift. And .not only Scripture, but the 
Laws of right Reaſon dictate this ; that ſome 
Rules and Orders muſt be obſerved for thef 
founding of all Society, which muſt be con- 
lented to by all that will be of it. Henceſ 
It comes ts paſs, that to own Chriſt as the 
Lord and Head of Chriftians, is ellential to 
:the founding of Chriſtian Society. 
| Secondly, 


- on Dine” con —_ : 


i Secondly, The Scriptures have declared 

that this Faith gives the Profeflors of it a. 

fight to Baptiſm ; as in the caſe of the Eu- 
much, As 8. when. he demanded, why 

«ſhe might not be baptized 2 Ph:/:p anfwers, 

That rf be believed with all his Heart, be 

S$r2bt; the Eunuch thereupon confetling 

MChrift, was baptized. RP 

| Now that Baptiſm is efiential to Church- 

FCommunion, I prove from 1 Cor. 12. 

where we ſhall ind the Apoitle Iabouring to 

"Tevent an evil uſe that might be made of A 

Spiritual Gifts, as thereby to be pufr up; 

ind to think that ſuch as wanted them, ©" 

vere not of the Body, or to be eſteemed 

Members : he thereupon reſolves, that who- 

ever did confeſs Chrift,;and own him for his 

"Head, did it by the Spirit, ver. 3, tho' they 

night not have ſuch a vilible manifeſtation 

Ft it as- others had; and therefore they 

ught to be owned as Members, as appears, 

er. 23. And not only becauſe they have 

tiled him Lord by the Epirit, but. becauſe 

hey have by the guidance and direCtion of 

"Fe ſame Spirit been baptized, ver. 13. For » 

ly 072 SPL711 we are all baptized into one Bo- + 

ſy, &c. T need not go about to confute 'that 

tion that ſome of late have had of this 

ext, Viz, That the Baptiſm here ipoken 

EF 2 *- of, 
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— -of, is the Baptiſm of the Spirit, becauſe 
\,. * you have not owned and declared that No 
"ion as your Judgment, but on the contra 
Iy. All of you that I have ever converſedfſ 
with, have declared -it to be underſtood 
of Baptiſm ' with Water, by the direQionf 
of the Spirit: if ſo, then it follows, that 
Men and Women are declared Members off 
Chriſt's Body by Baptiſm, and cannot befſ 
by Scripture reputed and eſteemed 1o with-Y 
out it ; which further appears from Roy. 6. 
5. Where Men by Baptiſm are ſaid to be 
planted into the likeneſs of his Death ; and 
Co/. 2. 12, we are ſaid to be buried with 
aim by Baptiſm : all which, together with 
the conſent of all Chriſtians, (lome tew 1n 
theſe late times excepted) do prove that Bap- 
tiſm 1s neceſlary to the initiating Perſons in- 
to the Church of Chriſt. 
Thirdly, Holineſs of Life is effential to 
Church-Communion, becauſe it ſeems to be 
_ the reaſon why Chriſt founded a Church in 
the World, v7z. that Men might thereby 
be watched over, and kept from falling; 
and that if any be overtaken with a Fault, 
_ hethat is Spiritual, might reſtore him : T hat 
by this means, Men and Women might be 
preſeryv'd without. blame to the coming & 
A.hrilt. And the Grace of God / eachet [ 215 R 
| : i0 
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c to Peace and Unity: $4 
#0 dery Ungodlineſs and worldly Lifts, and. : 
10 live ſoberly and uprightly in this preſent 
dvr! World, Tit. 2. 11, 12, And let eve- 
dry one that names the Name of the Lord, 
nfldepart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 2. 19. And | 
7222s tells us, ({peaking of the Chriſtian. | 
AReligion,) That pure Religion and undefiled | 
effiefore God, 7s to wiſit the Fatherleſy and 
JV:dows 772 therr Aﬀfiifiion, and 10 Reep our | 
Meloes wnſpotted from the World, James 1. 4 
7. From all which (together with many 1 
[ynore Texts that might be produced) it ap- ' 
foears, that an unholy and profane Lite, is 
Fincon{iftent with Chriſtian Religion and So-. 't 
city ; and that Holineſs is eflential to Sal- h 
vation and Church-Communion : © ſo that 
theſe three things, Faith, Baptiſm, and a Ho- Þ 
ly Life, as I faid before, all Churches muſt 1 
Jegree and unit? in, as thoſe things, whick” = 
Juien wanting, will deſtroy . their Being.” 
4nd let not any think, that when I ſay, be- 
Jlieving the Son of God died for the Sins of 
IMen, is eſſential to Salvation and Church- 
Communion, that I þereby would exclude: 
al. other Articles of tt«: Chriſtian Creed, as 
not neceſſary, as th belief of the Reſurre- 
tion of the Dead, and Eternal Judgment, 
Tc. which for want of time I omit to ſpeak 
particularly to; and the rather,. becauſe F- 
F 3 under- 1 
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anderftand this great Article, of believing the 


| Son of God died for the Sins of Men, is 


comprehenlive 'of all others, and is that 
from whence all other Articles may eafily 
inferred. x | 

And here I would not be miſtaken, as tho 
I held there were nothing elſe for Chriſtians 


to practice, when I ſay this is all that is re- 


quifite to Church Communion ; for I very 


well know, that Chriſt requires many otherſ 


things of us, after we are Members of his 
Body, which if we knowingly or malicioully 
refuſe, may be the cauſe, not only of Ex- 
communication, but Damnation: But yet 
theſe are ſuch things as relate to the Well- 
being, and not to the Being of Churches; 
as laying on of Hands in the Priminive Times 
upon Believers, by which they did receive 
the Gifts of the Spirit; this (I fay) was tor 
the encreaſe and. editying ef the Body, and 
not that thereby they might become of the 
Body of Chriſt, for that they were before. 
And do not think that I bzheve laying on ot 
Hands was no Apoftolical Inftitution, be- 
cauſe] ſay, Men are thereby made Members 
of Chriſt's Body , or becaule I fay, that it is 
not eflential ro Church-Communion : Why 
inould I be thought to be againſt a Fire n 


the Chimney, becauſe I fay, it mui not be J. 
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&f in the Thu... ui the Houſe> Conſider.then 
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how pernicious a thing it is to make every «} 


Doctrine (tho' true) the bound of Commu- 


nion; this is that which deſtroys Unity ; 


and by this Rule all Men muſt be pertect 


before they can be in Peace. For do we not - 
ſee daily that as ſoon as Men come to a clea- 


rer underſtanding the Mind of God, (to ſay 


the beſt of what they hold) that preſently all 


Men are Excommunicable, if not Damna- 
ble, that do not agree with them 2 Do not 
lome helieve and ſee, that to be Pride and 


Covetouſneſs, which others do not, becaule 


(it may be) they have more .narrowly and 


diligently ſearched into their Duty of theſe 


things than others have? What then, 
muſt all Mcn,that have not fo large acquain- 
tance of their Duty herein, be excommunica- 


ted ? Indeed it were to be wiſhed, that more - 


Moderation in Apparel, and Secular Con- 
cernments, were tound among Churches; 


but God forbid, that it they thould come ** | 


lnort herein, that we thould ſay.as one late- 
ly ſaid, That he could not communicate 
with ſuch a People, becauſe they were proud 
and ſuperfluous in their Apparel. 


Let me appeal to fuch, and demand of 


them, ifthere was not a time fince they be- 


 lieved and were baptized, wherein they did 
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7+ An Exhoſtation 
not believe laying on of Hands a Duty ? And 
did thev not then believe. and do they not 


Kill believe they were Members of the Body 


of Chriſt : And was not there a time,when 
you did not fo well underſtand the nature 
and exrent of Pride and Covetoufneſs as now 
you do? And did you not then believe, 
and do you not ftill believe, that you were 
true Members of Chriſt, tho' lefs perfect : 
Why then ſhould you not judge of thoſe that 
difter from you herein, as you Judged of 
your ſelves when you were as they now are? 
How needful then is it for Chriſtians to di- 


ftinguiſh (if ever they would he at Pcace 


and Uny) between thoſe Truths which are 
eſſential to Church-Communion, and thoſe 
that are not ? 

Fourthly, U77iy and Peace confift in our 
making one Shoulder, to practice and put in 
execution the things we do Enow. Phz/. 3. 
16, Nevertheleſs wherein we have attarned, 
Tet ws walk by the ſame Rule, let ws mind 
zhe Same things. How Jad 1s it to fee our 
Lal coniume us, and our precious Time, 
in things doubtful and diſputable, while we 
are not concerned, nor aftected with the 
practice of thoſe indiſputable things we all 
agree in? Weall know Charity to be the 
great Command, and yet how few agree to 

| practice 
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praftice it ? We all know,they that labour in- 


the VVord and Dottrine, are worthy of dou- 
ble Honour ; and thatGod hath ordained; thar 


they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 


of the Goſpel : theſe Duties, however others 
have cavild at them, I know you agree in- 
them, and are per{waded of your Duty here- 


in; butwhere's your Zeal to Praftice 2 O' 


how weil would it be with Churches, if they 


were but halfas zealous for the great and 


plain, and indiſputable Things, and the 


more chargeable and coftly Things of Rel - * 
gion, as they are for Things doubtful, or lets: 


nece{fary, or that are no charge to- them, 
and coſt nothing bur the Breath of Con- 
tenticn, tho' that may be too great a: 
Price for the ſmall things they purchaſe: 
with it ? 

But Further : Do we not all agree, that: 
Men that preach the Goſpel, thould do it 
like VVorkmen that need not be aſhamed 2 
and vet how little is this con{tdered by many” 


Preachers, who: never conſider before they - 


ſpeak, of what they iay, or whereor' they 24- 
hm How few give nemfeives to fuay; 


that they may be approved? How few me-- 
ditare, arid give themielves to theſe things, 


t their profiting may appear. to a2. 
| t'5 


ct, x ag an, REA B64 a —I_ 
<—_. 4 , i pr 4 - — 
«@<- CS. ent oe _ - 2 @> T_ a 


> ww wt A UT Eo S 


| at k _ ;r 
. - | 4X7 5 
1 _ In Exhoation 


For the Lord's ſake, let us unite to pra-. 


Etile thoſe things we know ; and it we would 


have more Talents, let us all agree to im- 


prove thoſe we have. 
See the Spirit that was among the Primi- 


_ tive Protcffors, that knowing and believing 


how much it concerned them in the propa- 
gating of Chriſtianity, to ſhew forth Love 
to one another,(that ſo all might know them 


Fx to be Uhtiit's Diſciples) rather than there 
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ſhould- be any Complainings among them, 
they ſold all they had: O how 7ealous 
were theſe to practiſe, and with one Shoul- 
der to do what was upon their Hearts for 
God ! I might further add, how often have 
we agreed in our Judgment z and hath it 
not been upon our Hearts, that this and the 


- Other thing is good to be done, to enlighten 


the dark World, and to repair the Breaches 
of Churches, and to raiſe up thoje Church- 


es that now lye a gaſping, and among whom 


'the Soul of Religion is expiring ? But what 


do we more than talk of them 2 Do not 


moſt decline thele things, when they either 


call for their Purſes, or their Perſons, to 


Help in this, 5nd ſuch-like Works as theſe ? 


Lerus then, in what we know, unite, that 
we may put it iv Practice, temembring, 

| % that 
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that if we know theſe things, we ſhall be 
happy it we do them. 

Fitthly, This Unity and Peace conſiſt 
in our Joining and agreeing to pray for, and 
to preſs after thoſe Truths we do not know. |þ 
Tbe Diſciples in the Primitive Times were 1 
conſcious of their ImperfeCtions, and there-- : 
fore with one accord continued in Prayer | 
and Supplications. If we were more in the -} 
ſenſe of our own Ignorances and ImperteCti- :, 
ons, we {hould carry it better towards thoils 7 
that differ from us; then we ſhould abound =} 
more in the Spirit of Meekneſs and Forbea- #| 
Trance, that thereby we might bring others :5] 
(or be brought by others) to the knowledge © | 
of the Truth: this would make us go to" | 
God, and ſay with E/:hx, Job 34. 32. |} 
That which we know not,zeach thou ws. Bre= | 
thren, did we but all agree, that we erred in *} 
many things, we ſhould ſoon agree to g& | 
to God, and pray for more Wiſdom ang .} 
Revelation of his Mind and Wull concern”: | 
108 US. I 

Bur here's our Miſery, that we no loot 
receive any thing for Truth, but we preſents 
ly aſcend the Chair of Infallibility with ir} 
as tho' in this we could not err: Hence irs: -| 
we are impatient of Corrrgdiion, and be | 
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{nd 2n Exhoztarion = 
- come uncharitable to thoſe that are not of 


-the ſame Mind; *but now a Conſcijouſheſs 
"that we may miſtake, or that it my Brother 


err in one thing, I may err in another, will 
unite us in Aﬀection, and engage us to preſs 
after Perfection, according to that of the 
Apoſtle, Ph. 3. 13, 14, 15. Brethren, 1 
count not my ſelf to have apprehended ; but 
thzs one thing 1 do, forgetting thoſe things, 
that arc behind, and reaching forth to thoſe 
things which are before, 1 preſs towards the 
Mark, for the prize of the high Calling of 
God in Chriſt Feſus. And rf in any thing 
ve be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even 
17s untoyou. O then that we could but 
2nite and agree to go to God fer one ano- 
ther, in confidence that he will teach us; 
and that it any of us want Wiſdom (as who 


of us does net?) we might ask of God, 


who gives to all Men liberally, and upbraids 
10 Man. Letus, like thoſe People ſpoken 
t; in Ie. 2. ſay one to anotizer, Come, let 
$goto the Lord, for he will teach zes of bs 
ays, aid we will walk in bis Paths. 
Sixthly, 1his Unity and Peace mainly 
onfift in Unity of Love and Aﬀection : 
his 15 the great and indiſpenſible Duty of all 
-hriſtians ; by this they ate declared Chriſt's 
| Dilci- 
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Diſciples : And hence it is, that Love is cal- 
led the Great Commandment, the Old Com- 
mandment, and the New Commandment, 


that which: was commanded in the begin-_ 
ning, and will remain unto the end, yea, - 


and after the end. 1 Cor. 13. 8. Charity 
never fails; but whether there be Tongues, 
they ſhall ceaſe; or whether there be Know- 
ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away. And, v. 13. 
I And now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity ; 
but the greateſt of theſe ws Charity. And, 
Col. 3.14. Above all theſe things, put on 
Charity, which is the Bond of Perfeltneſs. 
Becauſe Charzty zs the end of the Command- 


ment, 1'Tim. 1. 5. Charity therefore is 


called the Royal Law; and- has a ſuperin- 


tendency over other Laws, and doubtleſs is 
a Law to which others muſt give place, . 


when they come in competition with it ; 


Above all things therefore have fervent Chay 


rity among your ſelves, for Charity covereth 


a multitude of Sins, i Pet. 4. 8. © Let us_ 


therefore live in Unity and Peace, and the 
God.of Love and Peace will be with us. 


That you may 1o do, let me remember 


you (in the words of a Learned Man,) that 
the Unity of the Church, is an Unity 


of Love and AfﬀeFttion; and not a bare - 


Unt 
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E ::20 An Erhoztation- 
—  Uniformity of Prattice and Opinion. 
 Thzzdly, Having ſhewn wherein this Uni- 
ty confifts, 1 come to the third General 
Thing propounded, and that is, to ſhew 
the Fruits and Benefits of Unity and Peace; 
cogether with the Miſchiets and Inconveni- 
 2nces, attending thoſeChurches where Unity 
and Peace are wanting. 


T/t. Unity and Peace is a Duty well-plea- 
fing to God, who is ſtiled the Author of 
Peace, and not of Confuſion, in all the 

| ©hurches. God's Spirit rejoices in the Uni- 
- ' ty of our Spirits. But on the other hand, 


- where Strife and Diviſions are, there the 
- Spirit of Gol is grieved. Hence it is, that 
the Apoitle no ſooner forbids the Epheſians 
*0 grieve the Spirit of God, bur he preſent- 
y ſubjoins us a Remedy againſt that Evil, 
That they put away bitterneſs and evil-ſpeak- 
ng ; and be kind one 10 a#0ther,and tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt's ſake bath forgiven them, Eph. 
© 30 32- 
2dh. As Unity and Peace are plealing to 
(od, and rejoice his Spirit, 10 they rejoice 
the Hearts and Spirits of God's People, U- 
aity and Peace bring Heaven down 20 
ail 
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Fatth among us. Hence it $ the Apoflle tells 


ns, Rom. 4. 17, That the K:ngdom of God . 


3s not Meat and Drink, out Righteouſneſs 
and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Where Unity and Peace are, there is Hea- 
ven upon Earth : by this we taſte the firſt 
Fruits of that bleed Eſtate we thall oneday 


live in the fruition of ; when we {hall come 


to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 


Fir/t-born, whoſe Names are written in Hea- .. 


ven, and to God the Fudge of all, and to the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfett, Heb.. 12, 
© 23e 

This outward Peace of the Church (as a 


Learned Man obſerves //t:ls 7nto Peace of 


Conſcience,and turys Writthngs and Readings 
of Controverſy, into Ireatiſes of Mort fice- 
tion and Devotion. - 

And the Pſalmiſt tells us, it is not only 


g00d,but pleaſant.for Brethren to dwell toge- - | 
ther in Unity, P/e/.133. 1. But where Uniry 


and Peace are wanting, there are Storms and 
Troubles : Where Envy and Strife 75, there 
zs Confuſion, and every evil Work, Jam. 3. 


16. It 15 the outward Peace of the Church - 


that increaſes our inward Joy ; and the Peace 
_ of God's Houſe gives us. occaſion to eat our 
Meat with gladnels in our own Houſes, As 
2. 40; 
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3dly, The Unity and Peace of the Church 
make Communion of Saints deſirable. 
What is it that imbitters Church-Commu- 
nion, and makes 1t burdenſom, but Diviſi- 
ons? Have you not heard many complain, 
that they are weary of Church-Communion, 
becauſe of Church-Contention ? but now 
where Unity and Peace is, there Chriſtians 
tong for Communion. 


Davidaith, that he was glad when they 
©:1d unto him, Ler 7 go to the Houſe of God, 
Pfal. 122.1. Why was this, but becauſe 
(as the third Verſe tclls us) Zeru/alem was a 
City compatt together, where the Tribes went 
up, the Tribes of the Lord, to groe thanks 10 
bis Nome £ And David ſpeaking of the Man 
that was once his. Friend, thereby lets us 
know the Benefit of Peace and Unity, P/. 
55.4. We, faith he, took ſweet Counſel 10- 
gether, and walked to the Houſe of God in 
Company. Where Unity is ſtrongeft, Com- 
munion 1s ſweeteſt and moſt defirable. You 
ſee then, taar Peace and Union fH the Peo- 
ple of God with delires after Communion : 
But on the other hand, hear how Davd 
complains, P/a/. 120. Wo 7s me, Þ ſojourn 


in Mcſch, ond that I dwell in the Tents of 


. Kedar. 
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Kedar. The Pfalmiſt here+is thought to al- 
lude to a fort of Men that dwelt in the De- 
{arts of Arabra, that got - their Livings by 
Contention ; and therefore he adds,. ver. 6. 
That his Soul had long dwelt with them that 
hated Peace. This was that which made 
him long for the Courts of God, and efteent - 
one Day in his Houſe better than a thouſand 
elſewhere; this made his Soul even faint for 
| the Houſe of God, becauſe of the Peace of it ? 
Bleſſed are they (ſaith he) that dwell 7n thy 
Houſe, they will be [?i1l praiſing thee. There 
is 4 Certain note of Concord, as appears, 
Afs 2. where we read of Primitive Chri- 
"He meeting with one accord, prazfing 

ad. 

4thly. Where Unity and Peace are, thefe 
many Miichiefs and Inconveniencies are pre- 
vented, which atrend thoſe People: where 
Peace and Unity are wanting - And of thoſe 
many that might be mentioned, I ſhall 
briefly inſiſt upon theſe Nine. " 

7. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there is much precious Time ſpent to no- 
purpoſe; how many Days are ſpent, and 
how many fruitleſs Journies made to no 
profit, where the People are not in peace? 
How often have many redeemed Time (even 
un geed-timeand Harveſt) when they could. 

q ſcarce. 


Pi 


ſcarce afiord it, *to go to Church, and, by 
reaſon of their Diviſions, come home worſe 
tnan they went, repenting they have ſpent 
fomuch precious Time to ſo little Benefit ? 
How 1ad is it to ſee Men ſpend their preci- 
ous Time, in which they {hould work out 
their Salvation ; by labouring, as in the Fire, 
to prove an uncertain and doubtful Propo- 
fition; and to trifle away their Time, in 
Which they ſhould make their Call. s and 
Election ſure; to make ſare of an Opinion, 
which when they have 4qone all, are nor in- 
fall:bly c::2in, whether it be true or no : be- 
cauic ©! things ne: -2ry to Salvation and. 
Chur- + mmunion are plainly la:1 down 
in Sci. Hare, 1n which we may be infallibly 
ſure ot the Truth of them : But for other 
_ things that we have no plain Texts for, bur 
the Truth of them depends upon our In- 
_ terpretations, we muſt be cautioned, that 
we do nor ſpend much time in umpoling 
them npoi., or venting among others, un- 
lefs we can alſume Infallibility ; otherwiſe 
we ſpend time upon Uncertainty. And 
whoever cait their Eyes abroad, and open 
their Ears to Intelligence, thall both ſee, 
and to their ſorrow hear, that many Church- 
es ſpend moſt of their time, in jangling and 
contending about thoſe things, which are- 
neither 
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neither eſſerual to. Salvation-.or Churchs 


Communion ; and, which is worſe, about # 


{ach doubtful Queſtions that they are never 
able to give an:infallible Solution of. But 
now where Unity' and: Peace ..re, our Time 
is ſpent in praifing God ; and in thoſe great 


Queſtions, What we ſhonld do to be ſaved ? 


and how we may be more holy, and more 
hunble towards God, and more charitable 
and more ſerviceable to one another ? ' - 

2. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there is evil-ſurmizing, and evi-ſpeaking, to 
the Damage and Diſgrace, if not tothe Ruin- 
ing of-one another. Gal. 5. 14, 15. ' The 
whole Law. zs fulfilled 117: one word, Thou ſhalt 
{ove thy Neighboat at thy ſelf : but if ye brte 


- 


ajie 1cv0ur one another, take heed ye be not 
conſumed one of another. No F9oner is the 
Bond of Charity broken, whieh is as a Wall 


about Chriſtians, - but - ſoon they -begin to 
make Havock and Spoil of one another , 
then there is raiſmg evil Reports, and taking 
up di Reports/againft each other: Hence it 
is that\whiſpering and backbiring proceeds, 
and going from Houſe to Houſe to blazon 


the Faults and Infirmities of others; hence - 


_ it is, that we watch fot the Haltings of one 
. another, and do inwardly rejoice at the Mit- 
Carriages of others; ſaying in our-Hearts, 

Ah; 
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Ah,ah, fo we wonld have it. Tut now. where 
Unity and Peace are, there is Charity ; and 
where Charity is, weare willing to hide the 
Faults, and cover the Nakedneſs of our 
Brethren. C -ty thinketh no evil, 1 Cor. 
13.5. "And: therefore it cannot ſurmize, 
neither will it ſpeak eyil. 

3. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
there. can be no great Matters enterprized, 
we cannot do much tor God, nor much for: 
one another. When the Devil would hinder 
the bringing-to paſs of Good in Nations 


and Churches, he divides their Counſels, 


and (as one'well obſerves) he divides their 
Heads,that he may divide theirHands. When 
Facob had prophefied of the Cruelty of S7- 
meon and Levi, who were Brethren, he 
threatens them with the conſequent of it; 
Gen. 49. 7. 1wrl/ divide them in Jacob, and 


ſcatter them in Iſrael. The Devil 1s not to- 


learn that Maxim he hath taught the Machi- 
avelins of the World, divide ET impera, di- 
vide and rule; it 1s 4 united Force that's for- 
midable: Hence the Spoule in the Carrzcles 
is ſaid to vy but one, and the only one of 
?;2r Mother, Cart. 6. 9, Hereupon it 15 ſaid 
of her, ver. 10. That ſhe is- 7er72ble as an 
Army with Banners. What can a divided 
Army do,. or a diſordered Army, that __ 
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thrown them away ? In like manner, what 
can Chriſtians do for Chrift, and the enlar- 
ging his Dominions in the World, in bring- 
ing Men from Darkneſs to Light, while 
themſelves are divided and diſordered ? 
| Peace is to Chriſtians, as great Rivers are to 
{ome Cities, which (beſides other Benefits 
and Commodities) are natural Fortificati- 


ons, by reaſon whereof thoſe Places are made 


impregnable; * but when, by the Subtilry 
of an Adverſary,or the Folly of the Citizens, 


theſe Waters come to be divided into little . 


petty Rivulets, how foon are they aſſailed 
and taken 2 Thus it fares with Churches, 
when once the Devil, or their own Folly di- 
vides them, they will be 1o far from reſiſting 


of him, that they will be ſoon ſubjected by % D 


him. . 
Peace is to Churches as Walls to Cines ; 

nay, Unity hath defended Cities that had no 

Walls : ' It was once demanded of Age/tlars, 


why Lacedemon had no Walls? He anſwers, 


(pointing back to the City,) That the Con- 
cord of the Citizens was the Strength of the 


Czty. In like manner, Chriſtians are ſtrong. 


when united ; then they are more capable to 
reliſt Temptation, and-to ſuccour ſuch asare 
tempted ; when Unity and Peace is among. 


tne 


{oſt their Banners, *or for fear or ſhame | 
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the Churches, then are” they like a Walled 
Town : . And when Peace is the Churches 
Wall, Salvation will be her Bulwark. 

Plutarch tells'us of one $:/4r:45 that had 
80 Sons, Whom he calls to him as he lay on 
his Death-bzd, and gave them a Sheaf of 
Arrows ; thereby to ſignify, that it they lived 
in Unity, they might do much, but ifthe 
divided, they would come to nothing. If 
Chriftians were all of one piece, if they were 
all but one Lump, or but one Sheaf or Bun- 
dle, how great are the things they might 
do for Chriſt and his People in the World; 
whereas otherwiſe they can do little, but 
diſhonour 'and oftend him. 

It is reported of the Levathan, that his 
Strength is in his Scales: Fob 41. 15, 16, 
17. Hs Scales are bis Pride, ſhut up toge- 
ther as with a cloſe Seal; one zs ſo near to 
another. that no Air can come between them ; 
they join together, they flick together, rhey 
cannos.be ſundred. It the Church of God 
were united like the Scales of Levzathay, it 
would not be every brain-fick Notion, nor 
angry Speculation, that would cauſe their 
Separation. y | 
Solomon ſaith, Two ore better than c17, 


* becauſe it one fall, the other may raiſe him ; 


then ſurely twenty are better than two, and 
ai 
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an hundred are better than twenty, . for the 


ſame reaſon, becauſe they are more capable 
to help one another. If ever Chriftians 
would do any thing to raiſe up the fallen 
Tabernacles of Facob, and to ſtrengthen the 
weak, 2nd comfort the feeble, and to fetch 
back thoſe that have gone aſtray, it muſt be 
by Lnity. 

We read of the Men of Babel, Gen. rr. 
6. The Lord ſaith, Behold, the People are 
one, Kc. And now nothing will be reſtrained 
from them that they have imagined to do. 

Welearn by Reaſon, what great things 
may be done in Worldly Atchievements 
where Unity is: And ſhall not Reaſon (af- 


ſiſted with the Motives of Religion) teach - 
us, that Unity among Chriftians may ena- . 
ble them to enterprize greater Things for 


Chri& > Would not this makeSatan fall from 


Heaven like Lightning 2 For as Unity built : 


Literal Babe!, it's Unity that muſt pull down 
myſtical Babel, And on the other hand, 
where Diviſions are, there is Confution; by 
this means a Babel hath been built in every 
Age. It hath been obſerved by a Learned 
Man, and I wiſh I could not fay truly, That 
there is moit of Babe/ and Contufion among 
thoſe that cry out moſt againſt it. If we 


would have a Hand to deftroy Babylon, let's |. 
F have 
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' havea Heart to unite one among another. 

| Our Erg/:/þ Hiſtories tell us, that after 
Auſtin the Monk had been ſome time in 
England, he heard of ſome of the Remains 
of the Br:t:/h Chriſtians, which he conven'd 
to a Place, which Cambden in his Britannia 
calls Auſtin's Oak : here they met to conſult 
about Matters of Religion; but ſuch was 
their Diviſion, by reaſon of Axſtz7's impo- 
ting Spirit, that our Stories tell us, That 
Synod was famors for this, that they on- 
ly met and did Nothing. This is the mit: 
chief of Diviſions, they hinder the doing or 

much Good ; and if Chriſtians that are di- 
vided, be ever famous for any thing,it will be, 
that they have often met together, and talk- 
ed of this and that thing, but did nothing. 

' 4 WhereUnny and Peace are wanting, 
there the Weak ar: Wounded, and the Wic- 
ked are hardned : Unity may well be com- 
pared to precrors Ort, Pal. 133. 2. It's the 
nature of O1l to heal that which is wound- 
ed, and to ſoften that which is hard. Thoſe 
that have hardned themſelves againft God 
and his Pcople, when they {hall behold Unti- 
ty and Peace among them, will ſay, God is 
In them indeed. And on the other hand, 
are they not ready to ſay, when they ice you 
divided, 1 hat ihe Devil's zn you that you can- 
wot woree © _ $1: 
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. Diviſions, and want of Peace, keep i 
thoſe out of the Church that would come in, i 
and cauſe many to go out that are in. "| 
© The Diviſions of Chrittian ns (as a Lear- 
ned Man obſerves) © are a Scandal to the 
© Tews, an Opprebriuzm to the Gentiles, and 
©4n Inlet to Atherim and Infidelity. Inſo- 
much that our Controverfies about Religion 
(eſpecially as they have been of lare mana- 
'ced) have made Religion ir ſelf become a 
Controverſy. O then, how zood and plea- iy 
fant a thing is it for Brethren to dwell toge- 4 


ther in Unity ! The Peace and Unity among 1 

the Primitive COTE, drew others to = 
them : What hinders the Cony ck of the . 
Jews, but the Divilions af Chriſtians ? Ng ” 
| bea Chriſtian. lays the Jew 2 Whar Chrifti- | 


Þ muſt I be? VVhat St muſt I be Fa ? * 
he Jes (as one note3) glolting 1pon thar 4 
Toxr 'n Is 11.6. where It 1s Prone #f3ed, 

11 the Lion an 7 the T1255 hail Tye down 
rectner, and that 1! /e Jail 2 ore loft to 


y3 


D14r't nor delir "Oy 171 a1 /7 Cr2d”'s Roly / i OUNTEU17T ; 


22:4 inrerpret! ing theſe S aying ro Henify the | 1] 
(Concord: 217q } "EACEC th: 1T inal He ct! "NC VIS tne Io '$ 

_ 8) 
$208] Ic That inal own the Aiclitah., do NEnce 


io 11 UC that the 4: {ie 1S ROC Ve t COMe, 
daCiuie of the Contentions and Divilicns 
[11.38 41% UNONS tiz210 ”- £13 \ D164 21S S him. - And 

G | $31 


! 
f 
F 


22 "In Exhoxtation 


the Apoſtle ſaith, 18 Cor. 14. 23. That 1 
an Unbelicver ſhould ſee their Diſorders, he 
would ſay they were mad ; but where Uni- 
ty and Peace are, there the Churches are 
multiplied. We read, As 9. that when the 
Churches had reſt, they multiplied; and 
Afts 2. 46, 47. When the Church was ſer- 
ving God with one accord, 7/e Lord added 
io them daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 

It is Unity brings Men into the Church, 
and Diviſions keep them out. It is reported 
of an Indran paliing by the Houſe of a Chri- 
{tian, and hearing them contending, being 
defired to turn in, he refuſed, laying, Haba- 
maek awcells there, meaning that the Devil 
dwelt there: but where Unity and Peace 
are, there God is ; and he thar dwells in 
Love, dwells in God. The Apoſtle tells 
the Cor7throans, That if they walked order 
Iy,cven the Unbeliever would hereby be en 
forced to come and worthip, and ſay, God 
was in them indeed. And we read, Zech 
8. 23. of a Time when ten Men hall take 
hold ofa Jew, and ſay, We w21/ go with you 


for we bave heard that God 7s with your. 


And hence it is thar Chriſt prays, 7oÞ 
17.21. 1hat his Dijciples might be one, a4 


the Father, and be were one, that the World|, 
ang beiteve the Father ſent him : AS 1Thg, 


{hould 


* 
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ſhould ſay, you may preach me as long as 
you will, and to little purpoſe, if you are 
not at Peace and Unity among your ſzlves. 
Such was the Unity of Chriſtians in former 
days, that the intelligent Heathen would 
ſay cf them, That tho' they had rnaany Bo- 
dies, yet they had but cne Soul. And we 
read the ſame of them, As 4. 32. That 
the multitude of them that beligued, were of 
one Heart and one Soul. | 

And as the Learned S77!/:ngfleet obſerves 


fin his Irenzcrmm, The Unity-and Peace thar 


© was then among Chriſtians, made Religion 
© amiable in the Judgment of imparrial Hea- 
*thens: Chriitians were then known by the 
© benignity and {weetnels of their Diſpoſtti- 
* ons, by the candor and ingennity of their 
* SP1IT1tS, by their mutual Love, Forbearance, 
and Condeſcenfion to one another. But. 
either this 1s not the Practice of Chriſtianj- 


Fty, (v:2. a Duty Chriſtians are now bound 10 


obſerve, ) © or elſe ir is not calculated for our 


F Meridian, where the Spirits of Men are of 


'too high an elevation for it: For it Pride 
and Uncharitableneſs, Diviitons and Strite, 


I V Vrath and Envy, Animoſitics and Con- 


*tentions, were bur the Marks of true Chri- 


Fitians, Pzogenes necd never light his Lamp 


1 


2 


*at Noon,;to find out fach among us ; bur if - 
(2 62S 


2K, 
Wy 8 | 
7g 


EE 24 In Crhoztation 
© 2 Spirit of Meeknefs, Gentleneſs and Con 
© deſceniion, a ſtooping to the Weakneſley 

[4 d Infirmities ot one another, a purſui 
fter Peace, when it flies from us, be the 
Ee tt: '2 Duties, and characteriſtical 
' Wk of Chri tans, it iray politbly prove 
* 4 difficult Inqueſt to find out tuch, for thy 
© crouds of thoſe thar ſhelter themſelves un 

© der that glorious Name. 
it is the Unity and Peace of Churche | 
that bring others to them, and make Chri 

_ Hianity amiable. Whar is prophetied of the 
Church of the Jews, may 1n this caſe b4, 
applied to the Gentile Church, 1/7. 66. 12 { 
Thar when once God extends Peace to het . 
like a River, the Gentiles thall come in like 
4 Howing Stream; then (and not till thenY 
the Glory of the Lord ſhall ariſc upon Bi 
Churches, and his Glory {hall be {cer among 7 
them ; then ſhall their " Herts fear and be I 

| enlarged, becauſe the abundance of the Nafſo 
tions thall be converted to them. n 

6. fs want of Unity and Peace keepY 

thoſt out of the Church that would com 

in, 10 it hinders the growth of thoſe thaſ. 

are in. jarrs and Diviſions, > | 
and Prejudices, eat out the Gro; wth, if no 
the Life of Relivion. Theſe are thoſe Way 
ters of Moreh, that imbitter our Spirit 


i 
© 


UT 
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znd quench the Spirit of God. Unity and 
WWPeace are ſaid to be like the Dew of Hermon, 
nd as 2a Dew that deſcended upon $207, 
|Tyhere the Lord commanded his Blelting, 


"WP/a). 133. 3. 


y Divifions run Religion into Briars and 


Mhorns, Contentions and Parties. Diviſi- 
Sns are to Churches,like Wars in Countries : 
WV here War is, the Ground lyeth watte and 
untilled, none takes care of it. It is Love 
Fiat edifieth, but Diviſion puilerh down : 
FDivifions are as the North-ealt Wind to the 
Fruits, which cauſes them to dwindle away 
bo nothing; but when the Storms are over, 
"Fv<ry thing begins to grow. When Men 
þ we divided, they ſeldom ſpeak the Truth in 
JLove, and then no marvel they grow not 
4@ÞÞ to him in all chings, vehich is the Head. 
J its a ſid prefage of an approaching Fa- 
Jnine, (as one well. obſerves) not of Bread 
wor Water, but of hearing the VVord of 


| 


God, when the thin Ears of Corn devour _ .. 
te plumpful Ones; when the lean Kine - 


Wevorr the fat Ones; when our Controver- 
| = about doubrftul things, and things of 
FEiS moment, eat up our Zeal for the more 
$1d:{putable and practical things in Religt- 
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tis will be the Character by which our Age - 
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Will be known to Poſterity, that it was the 
Age that talked of Religion mo, and loved 
it leatt. 


Look upon thoſe Churches where Peace 


15, and there you ſhall find Profperiry : 
When the Churches had reſt, they were not 
only multiplied, but walking in the Fear of 
the Lord, and the Comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, thcy were edified ; it is when the 
whole Eody is knit together, as with Joints 
and Bands, that they increaſe with the In- 
Creaſe of God. 

Vearc at a ſtand ſometimes, why there 
is 10 little Growth among Churches, why 
Men have been 16 long in learning, and are 
yet 1o far io attaining the knowledge of 
te 1iruth: ſome have given one Reafon, 


and ſome another ; ſome ſay Pride is the. 


Cauſe, and others ſay Covetoulnels 1s the 
Cauſe. I with I could ſay theſe were no Cau- 
ics: But I obſerve, that when God centred 
his Controverſie with his People of Old, 
he mainly inſiſted upon ſome one Sin, as 
{dolatry, and ſh=<dding innocent Blood, Ec. 
as comprehenſive of the reft; not but that 
| they were guiltv of other Sins, but thoſe 
_ thar were the moſt capiral, are particularly 
inſiſted on. In like manner, whoever would 


but take a review of Churches that me in 
on- 
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Contentions and Diviſions, may eafily find 

that breach of Unity and Charity is their 
capital Sin, and the occaſion of all other 

Sins. No marvel then, that the Scripture 
faith, the whole Law is fulfilled in Love; 
and if ſo, then where Love is wanting, -it 
follows, the whole Law is broken. It is - 
where Love grows cold, that Sin abounds ; 
and therefore the want of Unity and . Peace 
is the cauſe of that Leanneſs and Þarrenneſs 
that is among us : Its true in Spirituals as 
well as Temporals, that Peace brings Plen- 
ty. 

s 7. Where Unity and Peace are wanting, 
our Prayers are hindred: The Promiſe 1s, 
that what we {hall agree to.ask, ihall be gl- 
ven us of our Heavenly Father. No marvel 
we pray and pray, and yet are not an{wer- 
ed; it 1s becauſe we are not agreed what 
to have. 

It's reported, that the People in Lacede- 
monia, coming to make Supplications to 
their Idol-God , ſome of them asked for 
Rain, and others of them asked for Fair 
Weather : The Oracle returns them this An- 
iwer, That they ſhould go fi.i and agree 
among themſelves. Would a Heathen God 
refuſe to anſiver ſuch Prayers, in which the 
Dupplicants were not agreed; and ſhall we 
(x 4 think 


= 
Fry 


Y " —_ C7 J FIFFL =—_ VY'S 6; | =” þ th 4 Ad $ _ - "A; 


- h ” 
FE LIK 
, 


22 An Exyoztation © 
think- the true God will anſwer them? 

Ve ſee then that Diviſions hinder our 
Prayers, and lay a Prohibition on our Sacri- 
hce: TItrhou bring thy Gift to the Altar; 
(fairh Chriſt) and there remember that thy 
Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave thy 
Gift. and go and firſt be reconcaled to thy 
Brether, and then come and offer it, So 
thar want of Unity and Charity hinders 
even our particular Prayers and Devctions. 

This hindred the Prayers and Faſtings of 
the People of old from finding acceptance, 
1/2. <8. 3. The People ask the Reaſon, where- 
fore they. fafted, and Gcd did not fee nor 
take notice of them ? He gives this Reaſon, 
becauſe they faſted for Strite and Debate,and 
hid their Face trom their own Fleſh. Again, 
1/2. 59. the Lord fſairh, Hs Hand was not 
Shortned, that Þe could not fave ; nor Þis Ear 
beavy, that he could not hear : but their Sins 
bad ſeparated between their God and them. 
Ard among thole many Sins they ſtood 
chargeable with. this was none of the leait, 
U13.that the way of Peace they had not Rnown. 
You ſee where Peace was wanting, Prayers 
were hindred, both under the Old and New 
Feſtamenr. 

The Sacrific2 of the People, in T/z. 65. 
ut faid, Szaid further off, Iam bolrer than 
thou, 


0 Peace and Unity. 39 
thou, was a ſmoke-in the Noſtrils of the . 
Lord, On the other hand, we read how 
acceptable thoſe Prayers were that were 
made with one accord, 47s 4. 24. with 
31. they Prayed with one accord, and they 


were all of one Heart, and of one Soul ; and . 


ſee the Beneft of it, zÞey were all filled with "A 
the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpoke the Word with all XK 
boldneſs : Which was the very thing they. 
prayed for, as appears,. v. 29, And the A- 
| poſtle exhorts the Husband to dwell with his. 
Wite, that their Proyers might not be hin- 
dred, 1 Pet. 3.7. We ſee then, want of 
Linity and Peace either in Familes or 
Churches, is an hindrance of Prayers. 

8. It is a Diſhonour and Diſparagement: 
to Chriſt, that his Family ſhould be. divi- 
ded. When an Army falls into Mutiny and 
Diviſion, it reflects Diſparagement on him 
that has the Conduct of it : In like manner 
the Divitions of Families are a Diſhonour 
to the Heads, and thoſe that govern them. 
And if ſo, then how greatly do - we ditho- 
nour our Lord and Governour, who gave 
his Bedy to be broken, to keep his Church 
trom breaking, who prayed for their Peace 
and nity, and left Peace at his departing 
from them for a Legacy, even a Peace which 
the World could not beſtow upon them 2 _ 

G5 9, Where - 
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| 9. Where there are Peace and Unity, 
| there is a Sympathy with each other ; that 
' which is the want of one, will be the want 
| ofall: Whois afflicted, (fays the Apoſtle) 
and | burn not : Weſhould then remember 
> : zhem that are in Bonds, as bound with them: 
end them which ſuffer Adverſity, as being 
our felves alſo of the Body, Heb. 13. 3. 
* Butwhere the Body is broken, or Men are 
uot reckoned or eſteemed of the Body, no 
marvel we are little aftected with ſuch as 
are afflicted : Where Diviſions are, thar 
which is the Joy of the one, is the Grief of 
nother; but where Unity, Peace and Cha- 
rity abound, there we 1hall ind Chriſtians 
mourning with them that mourn, and re- 
jwicing with them that rejoice; then they 
wil not envy the Proſperity of others, nor 
keerctly rejoice at the Miſeries or Miſcar- 
riages of any. 
Lafity. I thall give 14 Directions and 
Motives for obtaining Peace and Unity. 
"»]fwe would live in Peace and Unity, 
we maſt pray for them. _ We are required 
< 7 Peace : Ot whom then can we eek 
it With hopes to find it, but of him who is a 
(0d of Peace. and has promiſed to bleſs his 
people with it? God has promiſed to give 
his Feople one Heart, and one Way, yet 


to Peace and Unity. 4r 
for all theſe things, he will be ſought un- | 
to. | 
The Peace of Churches is what the Apo- 

ſtle prays for in all his Epiſtles; in which 
his deſire is; that Grace and Peace may be,- 
multiplied and increaſed among them. (1 

2. They that would endeavour the Peace } 
of the Churches, muſt be careful who they } 
commit the care and overhight of the Church- } 
es to; as, firſt (over and beſides thoſe Qua-  ! 
lifications that ſhould be in all Chriſtians) | 
they that rule the Church of God, ſhould 
be Men of Counſel and Underſtanding, 
Where aa ignorant Miniſtry 1s, commonly 
IS an ignorant har war according as 1t was 
oi old, Like Prieſt, li%e People. 

How fad is it to " the Church of God, 
committed to the care of ſuch that pretend 
to be Teachers of others, vet underſtand not 
what they ſay, or whereof they athrm, No 
marvel the Peace of Churches is broken, 
when their Watchmen want Skill to preſerve : 
their Unity, which of all things is as the 
Church's Wall ; when they are > divic aed, no 
wonder they crumble to Aroms, it here is 
no Skilful Phyhcian to heal them. Ir's fad 
when there is no Balm in Gz/cad, and when 
there is no Phyfictan there. Hence it is, that 


the Wounds of Churches become. —_ t 
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a2 An Erhottation | 
like the Wounds of God's People of old, 
ther not healed at all, or elſe bur 1} zhrly, 
and to no purpoſe. May i It not be ſaid of ma- 
| ny Cluurches at this day, as God ſaid of the 

. Church of 1/7ae, Thar he ſought for a Man © 

E kmong then that ſhould ſtand in the Gap, and 

make up the Breach, but he found none ? 
Remember what was faid of old, Mal. 
2.7. Ihe Prieſt s Lips ſhould preſerve Know- 
ledee x and the People ſhould ſeek the Law at 
bis Moth : But when this is wanting, the 
People will tumble, and depart from God 
2nd one another. Therefore God com- 
Plains, of. 4.6. That bzs People were de- 
(roped for want of Knowledge , that is, for 
want of KNOW 1:1g Guides : for if the Lighr 
in them that teach, be Darkneſs , how great 
in that Darkne& ? And ifthe Blind lead the 
Blind, ro marvel hoth fall into the Ditch. 
riow many be there that take upon them 
t& teach others, that had need be taught the. 
b.- beginning of Religion ; that inſtead of mul- 
F  tiplying | Knowledge, multiply Words with- 
out Knowledge: and inftead of making 
known God's Counſel, darken Counſel by 
Vc ords-With ut 1t Knowledge? Some do more 
tha 1 darken Counſel, tor they wreft the 
Cox uſe] of God; 2 Pet. 3. 16. In Paul's 
Ere/iles are forme things bard io be underftood, 
which 
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which they that are untearned and unſtable h 


wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 


Fo their own deſtruttion. Some things in, 


Scripture are hard to be known, and they 
are made harder by ſuch unlearned Teachers, 
25 utter their own Notions by Words with- 
- ont Knowledge. 

None are more bold to take upon them to 
expound the dark Myſteries and Sayings of 


the Prophets and Revelations, and the 97h 


of the Romans, which I believe contains 
fome of thoſe many things, which in Pau/'s 
Epiſtles, Perer ſaith, zvere hard to be under- 
ſtood : Ifay, none are more forward to dig 
in theſe Mines, than thoſe that can hardly 
give a ſound Reaſon for the firſt Principles 
of Religion; and ſuch as are ignorant of 
many more weighty things, that are eafily 
to be ſcen in the Face and Superfhcies of. the 
- Scripture. Nothing will ſerve theſe but 
{ſwimming in the Deeps, when they have 
not yet learned to wade thro' the Shallows of 
the Scriptures. Like the Gnofticks of old, 
who thought they knew all Things, tho' 


they knew nothing as they ought. And as. 


thoſe Gnoſticks did of old, fo do ſuch 


Teachers of late brake the Unity and Peace © 


of Churches. How needful then is it, that 
it we defire the Peace of Churches, we chuſe 
- out 
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out Men of Knowledge, who may be able to 


| keep them from being {ſhattered and ſeatter- 
| edwitheyery Wind of DoEtrine ; and who 
' may be able to convince and ſtop the Mouths 


of Gain-layers ? 

3. You muſt not only chuſe Men of 
Counſel; but (if you defign the Unity and 
Peace of the Churches) Men of Courage to 
govern them: for as there muſt be Wiſdom to 
bear with ſome, 10 there muſt be Courage to 
correct others; as ſome muſt be inftructed 
meeckly, 10 others rebuked ſharply, that they 
may be ſound in the Faith; there muſt be 
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om tu .cbvke ſome with long ſuffering, 


- «and Courap? to ſuppreſs and op the Mouths 


of others. The Apoſtle tells 177zs of ſome 
whoſe Mouths mult he ſtopp'd, or elſe they 


- would ſubvert whole Houſes, T7. 1. 11. 


Where this Courage has been wanting, not 
only whole Houſes, but whole Churches 
have been ſubverted. And Paul tells the 
Galatians, That when he ſaw ſome endea- 
vour to bring the Churches into Bondage, that 
he did not groe placeto them, no not for an 
hour, &c. Gal. 2. 5. If this Courſe had 
been taken by the Rulers of Churches, their 


\ Peace had not been fo often invaded by un-- 


ruly and vain Talkers. 
4 In chuling Men to. rule. (it you would 


El 
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endeavour to keep the Unity of 
and the Bond of Peace thereby ) be careful 
you chuſe Men of peaceable Djipolitions. 


That which has much annoyed the Peace of 
Churches, has been the froward and perverle 


y 
o 


Spirits of the Rulers thereof. So/omon there- | ; 


fore adviſes, That with 2 furious Men we 
ſhould not go, leſt we learn his Ways, and get 


a Snare to our Souls, Prov. 22. 24, 25. And } 
with the Froward we learn Frowardneſs. 


How do ſome Mens Words eat like a Canker, 
who inſtead of lifting up their Voice like a 
Trumpet, to ſound a Parley for Peace, have 


rather ſounded an Alarm to: War and Con- - 


tention ? If we would hve in Peace, ler's 


reverence their Feet that bring the glad Ti- 


dings of it. O how have ſome made it 
their Bulineſs to preach Contentions; and 
upon entertaining of every novel Opinion, 
to preach. Sepazation ! How has God's 
Word been firetched and torn, to furniſh 
theſe Men with Arguments to tear Church- 
es! Have not our Ears heard theſe: Texts, 


that ſay, Come out from: among them, and 


be ſeparate, &c. and withdraw from every 
Brother that walks diſorderly 9 I ſay, have 
we not heard theſe Texts, that: were writ- 
ten to prevent Diſorder, brought to coun- 
tenance thejgreateſt Diſorder in. the Church 


&- 


the Spirit, 


| 
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I- of God even Schiſm and Diviſion 2 Where- 
Fas one of theſe Exhortations was written to 
the Church of Corrzth, to ſeparate them- 
| ſelves from the Idols Temple and Table. 
F which many of them lived in the participa- 
tion of, notwithſtanding their proteflion of 
the true Gud ; as appears 2 Cor, 6. 16, 
17. compared with 2 Cor. 8.7. 1 Cor. 10. 
I4, 20, 22. And not for ſme Members, 
who thall make themtelves both Judges and 
— Parties, to ſeparate. when and as often as 

they pleaſe, from the whole Congregation 

and Church of God where they ftood re- 
"lated ; for by the ſame Rule, and on the 
| 'fame Ground, may others ftart ſome new 
Queſtion among theſe new Separartiſts, and 
become Judges of the Communicableneſs of 
them, and thereupon make another Separati- 
- on from theſe. ill at laſt two be not left to 
| walk together. And for that other Text, 
mentioned, 2 TIhefj. 3. & where Par! ex- 
horts the Church of Theſſalonica to with- 
draw themſelves from every Brother that 
walks diſorderly ; 1 wonder that any ſhould 
bring it to Juſtify their Separation, or with- 
drawing from the (Communion of a true(tho' 
a diſorderly) Church. For, (1.) Conſider, 
that this was not writ for a few Members to 
withdraw. irom the Church, but tor the 
Chwch 
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to Peace and Unity. 47 - 
' Church to withdraw from diſorderly Mem- 
bers. (2.) Confider, that if any oftended 


Members, cn pretence of Error either in + 


DoErine or PraCtice,ſhould by this Text be- 
come Judges (as well as Parties) of the 
Grounds and Lawtfulneſs of their Separati- 
on ; then it will follow, that half a ſcore 
notorious Hereticks, or ſcandalous Livers 
(when they have walked fo as they foreſee 
| the Church are ready to deal with, and 
withdraw from them) {hall anticipate the : 
Church, and pretend ſomewhat againſt it, 

_ of which themſelves muſt be Judges, and - 
{o withdraw from it, pretending either He- 
refte or Diſorder; and then condemn the 
Church, to prevent the diſgrace of being 
condemned by it. How needful then is it, 
that Men of peaceable Diſpolitions, and not * 
of factious and dividing Spirits, be choſe to 
Rule the Church of God, left it be leavened 
and ſowred by them ? 

5. AS there muſt be care uſed in chuſing 
Men to Rule the Church, ſo we muſt conh- 
der that there are many things darkly laid 
down 1n Scripture: This will temper our 
Spirits, and make us live in Peace-and U- 
nity the more firmly in things wherein we 
agree; this will help us to bear. one ano- 
ther's Burden,and fo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, 

inaſmuch 


CY 
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; inaſmuch as all things neceſſary to Salvation 
| and Church-Communion are plain in Scrip- 
| ture. And where things are more darkly 
- laid down, wel1hould conlider that God in- 
tended hereby to ſtir up our diligence, that 
we might increaſe our Knowledge, and not 
our Diviſions : For, it may be ſaid of all Diſ- 
coveries of Truth we have made in the Scrip- 
tures, as it's {aid of rhe Globe of the Earth, 
that tho' Men have made great Searches,and 
thereupon great Diſcoveries, yet there is {till 
a Terra incognita, an unknown Land; ſo 
there is in the Scriptures ; for after Men have 
travelled over them, one Age after another, 
yet ſtill there is a Terra incognita, an un- 
known Tract, to put us upon tarther ſearch 
and enquiry, and keep us from cenluring and 
#alling out with thoſe who have not yet made 
the ſame Diſcoveries : So that we may ſay 
', With David, when we reflect on our {ſhort 
apprehenſions of the Mind of God, We have 
feen an end of all Perfeftions, but God's 
Commands are exceeding broad; and (as one 
obſerves, ſpeaking or the Scriptures) that 
there is a Path in th.:m leading to the Mind 
of God, that lyes far from the Thoughts and 
Apprehenfions of Men. And on the other 
hand, in many other places, God fits, as 
it were, on the Superficies, and the Face of 


the 


——_ i | wp ' wy £ = wy Py þ 3 h . *. 7” +. 
ah 9 1,414 WM: 1 'F Ui mky. 49 


the Letter, where he that runs may diſcern 
him ſpeaking plainly, and no Parable at all 
How {hould the conſideration of this induce - 
us to a peaceable deportment towards thoie 
that difter : | 

6. If we would -endeavour Peace and U- 
nity, we muſt confider how God has tem- 
pered the Body; that 1ſo the comely Parts 
ſhould not ſeparate from the uncomely, 
2s having no need of them, 1 Cor. 12. 
22—25. There are in Chriſt's Body and 
Houſe, ſome Members and Veſſels leſs ho- 
nourable, 2 T7. 2. 20. , And therefore we 
ſhould not, as ſome now-a-days, pour the 
more abundant Diſgrace, inſtead of putting 
the more abundant Honour upon them : Did 
we but conſider this, we ſhould be covering 
the Weakneſs, and hiding the Milſcarriages 
of one another, becauſe we are all Mem- 
bers of one another, and the moſt uſeleſs 
Member in its place is uſeful. 

7. It we would live in Peace, let us re- 
member our Relations to God,as Children to 
a Father,and to each other as Brethren. Will 
not the Thoughts that we have one Father, 
quiet us, and the Thoughts that we are Bre- 
thren, unite us? Tt was this,made Abraham 
propoſe Terms of Peace to Lot, Gen. 13. 
Let there be no Strife between ws, for we are 
Bre- 
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Ft Brethren. And weread of Moſes (Ads 7. 
24.) Ming this Argument, to reconcile 
thoſe that ſtrove together, and to ſer them 
at one again; Srs, ye are Brethren, why 
do ye wrong one another ® Adecp ſenſe of 
this, that we are Brethren, would keep us 
from dividing. 

8. It we would preſerve Peace, let us 
mind the Gifts, Graces, and Vertues that are 
In each other ; let theſe be more in our Eye 
than their Failings and ImperteCtions. When 
theApoſtle exhorted the Ph:/7pians to Peace, 

* asa means hereunto, that 19 the Peace of 


| God might rule in their Hearts, he tells 


them, Chap. 4. S. that zf there were any Ver- 
tue, or any Praiſe, they ſhould think of thefe 
things. While weare always expoling the 
Fa...ts 7 one another, and ſpreading their 
Infirmities, no marvel we are ſo little in 
Peace and Charity : for as Charity covers a 
multitude of Sins, ſo Malice covers a mult1- 
tude of Vertues, and makes us deal by one 
another, as the Heathen Perſecutors dealt 
with Chriftians,vz 2. pur them in Bear-skins, 
that they might more eaſily become a Prey 
_ to the Dogs deſigned to devour them. 
9. If we would keep Unity and Peace, 
tet us lay aſide provoking and dividing Lan- 
guage, and forgive thoſe that uſe it. Ke- 
member 


* 
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member that old Saying, Ev! Words cor="1 
rupt good Manners. When Men think to ? 
carry all afore them, with ſpeaking uncha- * 
ritably and diſgracefully of their Brethren, | 
or their Opinions ; may not ſuch he anſiwer- \ 
ed, as Fob an{wered his unfriendly Vifitants, 
Ch. 6. 25. How forcible are right Words @ | 
but what do your Arguings reprove® How | 
healing are words fitly ſpoken 2 A word 72 } 
ſeaſon, how good is it * If we would ſeek | 
Peace, let us cloath all our Treaties for Peace 
with acceptable Words; and where one 
Word may better do tHan another, let that } 
be uſed to expreſs Perſons or Things by , 1 
and ler us not, as fome do, call the difte- 
rent Practices of our Brethren, Will-wor- 
{hip, and their difterent Opinions, Doctrines 
of Devils, and the Doctrine of Ba/aam, who 1 
taught Fornication, &c. unleſs we can plain- 

ly and exprefly prove it ſo. Such Language * 
as this has ſtrangely divided our Spirits, and 
hardned our Hearts one towards another. 

10. If we would live in Peace, let us 
make the beft conftruction of one another's 
Words and Actions. Charity judges the 
beſt, and it thinks no evil. Jf Words 
and Actions may be well conftrued, 
ict us never put an ill conftruction upon 
them. How much has the Peace of Chri- : 
itians ® 
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ſtians been broken by uncharitable Inter- 
preting Words and Actions > As ſome lay 


* _ to the charge of others, what they never 


{aid ; ſo by raining Men»< Words, others 
lay to their charge that they n-ver thought. 

11. Be willing. to hear, and obey thoſe 
that God by his Providence has ſet over you; 
this 1Sa great means to preſerve the Unity 
and Peace of Churches: but when Men(nay, 
ſometimes Women) ſhall uſurp Authority, 
and think themſelves wiſer than their Tea- 
chers, no wonder if they run into Conten- 
tions and Parties, and ſay, they are not free 
to hear thoſe whom the Church thinks fit to 
ſpeak to them. This is the firſt ftep to 
Schiſm, and 15 often attended with a finful 
Separation. 

12. If you would keep the Unity of the 
SPIrit in tÞ- Bond of Peace, be mindful, that 
the God ,vnom you ſerve, isa God of Peace, 


'* and your Saviour is a Prince of Peace ; 


that his Ways are Pleaſantneſs, and all his 
Paths are Peace ; that Chriſt was ſent to give 
Light to them thar fit in Darkneſs, and in 
the ſhadow of Death, and to guide our Feet 
in the Way of Peace. 

13. Conſider the oneneſs of Spirit araong 
the Enemies of Religion; tho' they difter 
about other things, yet they will agree 

| c, ro 
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the Farth : the Devils in the Air,in the Earth, 
in Hell, and in the World, do all make one 
at this turn. Shall the Devil's Kingdom be 


' united, and Chriſt's be divided? Shall the *| 


Devils join to drive on the Deſign of dam- 
ning Men, and Chriſtians not unite-to carry 


on the great Deſign of faving of them ?-Shall 1 
the Papiſts agree to carry on their Intereſt, 4 
notwithſtanding the multitudes of Orders, # 
Degrees and Differences among them ? and *$ 


{hall not thoſe that call themſelves Reform- 
ed Churches, unire, to carry on the Common 
Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome petty and diſputable Diffteren- 
ces among them 2 Quarrels about Religion 
(as one obſerves) were S1ns not named among 
the Gentiles, What a ſhame is it then for 
Chriſtians to abound in them,eſpecially con- 
{idering the nature of Chriſtian Religion.and 
what large Proviſions the Author of it has 
made, to keep its Profeflors in Peace > Info» 
much that it 7s next to a Miracle, that ever 
ony (eſpecially the Profeſiors of it) ſhould 
fall out about it. 

14. Confider and remember, that the Judge 
ſtands at the Door; let this moderate our 
Spirits, thar the Lord is at hand. What a fad 
Account will they have to make when he 
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to perſecute, and extirpate Religion out of” 1 


comes, 
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perfett, be of good Comfort, be of one Mind, 
Jhall be with you. 


| and almoſt in the ſame Words, without ary Diminih 


_ occation,, it wi” are with me, as it doth commonly 
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comes.,that ſhall be found to ſmite their Fel 
low-Servants, and to make the Way to his 
Kingdom narrower than ever he made it 
Ler me cloſe all in the words of St. Pal, 
2 Cor. 13. 11. Fmally, Brethren, farewel . be 


{ive in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Eader, I thought gocd to advertiſe th. 
R i1avedeivered this to thy Hand, in the lame 
| Order and Method in. which 1c was Preached, 
1ngs, or confiderable Enlargings, unleſs 1t be in the 
Fourteen laſt Particulars ; upon ſome of which, I have 
mad .meEnlargements, which I could not then do 
for * it of time : Bur the Subſtaiice of every one off 
them, wasthen laid down in the ſame particular Order 
az here thou haſt them. And now I have done, TYoubr 
wot (ro ute rue Words of a moderate Man on rhe Ike 


with him tit partsa Fray ; both Parties may perhaps, 
drive at me for wiſhing them no worſe tian Peace: 
My Ambirion of che Publick Tranquility of rhe Churci 
ot God, I hope will carry me thro' heſafazards ; ler 
both bear mc, ſo their Quarrels c .ic, Tſai) rejoice 1 

rhe Blows and Sears I ſhall take for the Church's Satery 
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PE ther ſhat be Cod © to faſt te their Fel 
low-Servants, and to make the Way to hi 
FF; Kingdom narrower than ever he made it} 
F* Ler me cloſe all in the words of St.- Paul, 
F'* 2 Cor. 13. 11. Fnlly, Brethren, farewel , be 
perfett, be of good Comfort, be of one Mind 
{ive in Peace, and the God of Love and Peucef 
ſhall be with you. 
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Eader, I thought gocd to advertiſe the 
KR have delivered this to thy Hand, 1h the 1ame 


" Order and Method in which it was Preached, 
and almoſt in the ſame Words, without atry Dimini 
angs, or contiderable Enlargiagg, unleſs 1c be in the 
Fourreen laſt Particulars'; upon ſome of which, I have 
mad -meEnlar zements, which I could not then do 

- for * ar oftime : Bur the Subſtarice of every one off - 

"Þ - them, was then Jaid down-in the ſame particular Order 

| a; here thou haſt them: And now I have done, TYouir 


| _ ot "5x uſe 11e Words of a moderate Man on the like 
1 occation,, it wi” Aarewith me, as it doth commonly 
Y with him that partsa Fray ; both Parties may perhaps, 
{ drive at me for wiſhing them no worſe than Peace: 

My Ambition of che Publick Tranquility of rhe Church 


of God, I hope will carry me thro” hes 
both beat me, ſo their Quarrels c .ic, & 


zards ; let 
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